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How do People get Rabies?

Many kinds of animals can pass Rabies to people. Wild animals
are much more likely to carry rabies, especially raccoons,
skunks, bats, foxes and coyotes. However, dogs, cats, cattle or
any warm-blooded animal can pass rabies to people. People
usually get Rabies from the bite of an infected animal. Many
animals, such as dogs, cats and horses are vaccinated against
Rabies, but you should always wash any bite thoroughly, and
check with your health care provider about what to do if any
animal bites you .

How Can | Help Prevent the Spread of Rabies?
Be a responsible pet owner:

« Keep vaccinations up to date for all pets.

« Do not let your pets come into contact with wild animals. If
your pet is bitten by a wild animal, seek veterinary
assistance for the animal immediately.

« Call your local animal control agency to remove any stray

animals from your neighborhood (they could be infected).

Avoid direct contact with unfamiliar animals.

Enjoy wild animals from afar.

Never bring wild animals into your home.

Do not try to nurse sick animals to health; call animal control

or an animal rescue agency for assistance.

« Teach children never to handle unfamiliar animals, even if
they appear friendly.

« Prevent wild animals
from entering living
quarters or occupied
spaces in homes and
other buildings where
they may come in
contact with people and
pets.




