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To us, the importance of creating a mixed use area is that it allows us to be a supportive vehicle for 

growth in the area. By allowing us to expand more broadly into the dining arena, the county opens 

new avenues to support the local economy. Currently, the County interpretation of guidelines is to 

restrict our dining availability to existing outfitter relationships. The regulations state we are to 

operate "in conjunction with" outfitters, but somehow "in conjunction with" has been interpreted as 

"incidental to." We are not and do not wish to be "incidental to." We are and wish to continue 

working "in conjunction with," not only our local outfitter partners, but also with local area businesses. 

By allowing us to operate in a mixed use fashion, we are able to advertise more broadly. We can 

partner more easily with our local communities and businesses (such as Malstrom AFB, United Way 

of Cascade County, Providence University, Benefis, Great Falls Rescue Mission, Humane Society, 

non-profit angling oriented groups, and community foundations, which all have already benefited from 

our partnerships and donations). Our intimate setting that lends itself to small groups (and fosters an 

environmentally sensitive stewardship), uniquely allows us to help promote area businesses as they 

find our facility a useful tool during their recruitment process (exposing potential employees to 

recreational benefits, culture, history and other hidden gems of the area). Local businesses have 

requested the use our facility for office parties and end of the season celebrations, as owners look to 

show employees gratitude for the year's hard work. We have business inquiries, looking for us to 

provide a unique entertaining experience in order to engage potential business partners or vendors. 

We want to offer something different to the area, while maintaining good stewardship of the nature 

and environment around us and promoting/introducing the unique experiences outside our doors to 

tourists and locals alike. 

With that in mind, mixed use will also allow us to better serve the ever expanding outdoor recreation 

industry on which a great deal of Montana business relies (there is a great deal of research on this, 

but a recent article is referenced below). We currently work with and promote local tourist industry 

businesses (Central Montana Travel Planner, Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, First Peoples 

Buffalo Jump State Park, GOSHAWK Ecotours, Adventure Caravans Inc., CM Russell Museum 

among others, not to mention all the local vendors we support). As we have been approached by 

area businesses such as these and others (which are outside the outfitting arena) to provide dining 

options for their various groups traveling in and around the area, Mixed Use designation would help 

us enhance their client experience, and in turn foster growth in those areas already identified as 

viable resources by the State/County (i.e Cascade County's Development & Growth Plan). 

The outfitting and guide community is already extremely cut-throat, and restricting our advertizing/ 

client base to a limited pool of existing outfitter relationships hampers area growth and opportunity. 

By supporting a facility like ours to operate in a mixed use fashion, we can openly engage not only 

locally but also outside the traditional demographic. We believe creating opportunities to engage the 

non-fishing community helps us introduce that community to all the great experiences the local area 

has to offer. This would allow us to source new relationships for our local outfitting community, and 

those new clients would likely visit the area fly shops, gas stations, grocery stores, various state 

parks, etc ... 

In short, mixed use fosters responsible growth in the area. The local residents want places they can 

go to without narrow restrictions. People from Helena and Great Falls call to dine with us, as they 

pass through from a day out on the lake, river, or trails. Tourists staying in local AirBNBs or camping 

stop by all the time looking to have dinner. Unfortunately, instead of welcoming them with Montana 

Hospitality, we have to turn them away. Those are important missed touch points for the community 
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