
COMPLETE STREETS 

Complete Streets:  



Great Falls Complete Streets Coalition 

 Get Fit Great Falls 
 Coalition of over 20 community agencies and 

organizations 
 To promote the benefits of healthy lifestyles to the 

citizens of Great Falls and Cascade County through a 
unified community effort 
 Physical Activity 
 Nutrition 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Get Fit Great Falls is a coalition of over 20 community agencies and organizations with a common purpose to “Read purpose statement”

The coalition is focused on developing public policy that results in long-term community benefits – with an emphasis on nutrition and physical activity

**Increasing opportunities for those who choose to live, healthy, active lifestyles w/ PPP**



Member Organizations 

 Benefis Spirit of Women 
 The Orthopedic Center of 

Montana 
 City of Great Falls 
 City-County Health Dept. 
 Community Wellness and Cancer 

Prevention 
 Cascade County 
 Montana Wilderness Assoc. 
 Action for Healthy Kids 
 Great Falls Public Schools 
 The Peak 
 USDA, Forest Service 

 Montana State Parks 
 Aging Services 
 Montana Nutrition and Physical 

Activity 
 City County Historic Preservation 

Advisory Council 
 MSU, Cascade County Extension 

Service 
 RSVP representative 
 The Heisey Youth Center 
 Recreational Trails, Inc. 
 GRRAnimals 

 



Call to action 

 Great Falls residents not only want Complete 
Streets – we need Complete Streets 
 Downtown Master Plan 
 Community Health Improvement Plan 
 Community Health Assessment 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A policy that we are interested in is developing is a complete streets policy for the City of Great Falls.  This is a policy that Great Falls wants and needs.

OVER 100 CITIZENS PARTICIPATED IN The City’s newest adopted plan (the Downtown Master Plan) and the recently developed Community Health Improvement Plan both recommend creating a c.s. policy
This attitude reflects national data – the Center for Disease Control found that 67% of Americans support street design that increases physical activity

More importantly however, as a community we need Complete Streets – for example:

There is a higher rate of diabetes in Cascade County than Montana in general
Rates of obesity and overweight are higher in Cascade County than Montana
Nearly 1 in 5 Cascade County residents do not participate in ANY physical activity outside of their job

Complete streets mean that anyone in our community - regardless of age or ability - can get to where they need to go safely and conveniently 
GIVE YOUR STORY




What are Complete Streets? 

 Streets that provide safe, comfortable and 
convenient travel for everyone 
 Motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users 
 All ages 
 All abilities 

Photo courtesy: Dan Burden 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complete streets are streets designed and operated to enable safe, comfortable and convenient travel for all users. 

As you can see in the complete street on this slide - Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and public transportation users of all ages and abilities are able to safely move along and across the street

Complete streets do not have to be elaborate – just safe and convenient for all users WHERE APPROPRIATE
***CC recommend removing this note***




What do Complete Streets look like? 

 There is not a singular design 
 Street character 
 Neighborhood context 
 Community context 

 
 

Photo courtesy: Dan Burden Photo courtesy: Dan Burden 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is not a one-size-fits-all design for complete streets, design is dependent on the context and character of the street, the surrounding neighborhood and the overall community

A complete street in a rural residential neighborhood may look and feel much different than a complete street in a commercial core or downtown.

Complete streets are all about context




Common elements of Complete Streets 

 Sidewalks 
 Bike lanes 
 Wide shoulders 
 Cross-walk 
 Accessible ramp 

 

www.pedbikeimages.org/Dan Burden 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although there is not a universal design – the majority of complete streets however share a number of common elements – 

As you can see here: As you can see here – this street accommodates all users – and is safe and efficient.

For context: This complete street here is fairly equivalent to Fox Farm Road in GF – primary street leading into and out of a large residential area connecting onto a major arterial




Incomplete Street 

 
 

Before 
 

• No signage 

• Inadequate lighting 

• No bike lane 

• No sidewalks 

• No street crossings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complete streets are best displayed visually – 
This is a typical incomplete street – driving is the only viable option for transportation

What makes this street incomplete?
No sidewalks, 5 lanes, no lighting or signage, etc.



Complete Street 

  

After 
 

• Median divider 

• Designated left turn 

• Bike lanes 

• Sidewalks 

• Street lighting 

• Street crossings 

• Bus stop shelter 

• Street signage 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the same street following a complete streets treatment:
 Now, there are multiple transportation options to reach a destination – people can drive, walk, bike or take the bus



Great Falls has a history of Complete 
Streets 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have a history of complete streets – up to the 1960’s – nearly every street in Great Falls was designed with complete street concepts

In this image of Central Ave from the 1930’s you can see:
Sidewalks,
Automobiles,
Transit line

This is not to say every street in GF should be designed exactly like this – but we should not continue to design our streets to look like this – Go To Next Slide-



That has evolved into this 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recently the planning, design, operations and maintenance of our streets considers automobiles only



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Great Falls is not alone

The pattern that you see on 10th Ave. S. is found throughout the US and Montana – such as this arterial in Missoula
Can anyone see the pedestrian in this photo from the early 90’s?– He’s actually still trying to cross today.



2010 Census – Age Breakdown 

 

Less Driving 

Non Driving Age 

Driving Age 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The previous two slides show streets that are designed only for the driver – approximately about 1/3 of Great Falls residents are outside of “prime driving age.”

Why do I say a third?

Approx 70% of Great Falls citizens are within the prime “driving age” – 15 to 60
 It’s illegal to drive before 15, and 
Studies show that comfort and ability generally decrease with aging
Roughly a third of our population falls outside of this driving age – so the planning, operations and maintenance of our transportation network neglects a portion of our population.

Source: University of Missouri Census Data Center: http://mcdc2.missouri.edu/



There is great Opportunity 

 Of all trips: 
 50% are under 3 miles 
 28% are 1 mile or less 
 72% of trips 1 mile or less are driven 

 Increased demand by young professionals 
 Allow seniors to age                                         in 

place 
 
 

www.pedbikeimages.org/Dan Burden 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most Americans drive everywhere – primarily because we do not have safe, accessible and convenient environments for other forms of transportation – given the nature of the majority of our trips there is great opportunity to use other forms of transportation
Data Source: National Household Travel Survey, 2008

Young professionals – the demographic we are trying to attract to Great Falls – are demanding smaller homes and will happily trade living space for an easier commute and better lifestyle – cities that are providing this are attracting and retaining jobs in a shifting economy. 

Source: ULI – What’s next in the new economy. (http://uli75.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/WhatsNext.pdf)

Complete streets is really important for older adults –our fastest growing demographic – who want to remain in their communities and stay mobile. That makes complete streets very important for our nation, as by 2025, the number of people over the age of 65 will more than double (to about 62 million), representing 18 percent of the population (nearly one in five Americans).

Source: United States Census http://www.census.gov/





Benefits of Complete Streets 

 Economic 
 Health and safety 
 Family transportation costs 
 Quality of life 
 Municipal cost                                           savings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly every road built in the past 50 years was planned, designed and constructed with one user in mind – the driver

Imagine if, moving forward, we considered everyone’s transportation needs as we designed our streets? 

Streets are one of the main public spaces in our city – if they are designed for people, not just cars – The benefits are significant and widespread.





Economic 

 Improves home values 
 Proven method for revitalizing an area and 

attracting new development 
 Can create additional jobs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TThe ability to walk comfortably to amenities and services from your home is a key variable in home valuation 
A recent study found that a one-point increase in the 100-point Walk Score scale is associated with an increase in home value of $500 - $3,000.  ***Explain walkscore – invite to take own score***
A study in Indianapolis found that homes within ½ mile of a bike/ped trail were worth 11% more than homes further away 

Source: Cortright, Joseph. (2009). Walking the Walk: How Walkability Raises Housing Values in U.S. Cities. CEOs for Cities http://www.ceosforcities.org/work/walkingthewalk
Source: League of American Bicyclists http://www.bikeleague.org/resources/reports/pdfs/economic_benefits_fact_sheet.pdf

West Palm Beach, FL witnessed a shift in commercial occupancy from – 80% vacancy to 80% occupied – in a ten year period after completing their commercial main street. 
Source: National Complete Streets Coallition: http://www.completestreets.org/complete-streets-fundamentals/factsheets/economic-revitalization

Integrating elements of complete streets into transportation projects creates more jobs per dollar than projects designed specifically for automobiles.
 Bike lanes = 14 jobs/$1 million
Sidewalks = 11 jobs/$1 million
Road repairs = 7 jobs/$1million
Source:  League of American Bicyclists http://www.bikeleague.org/resources/reports/pdfs/baltimore_Dec20.pdf











Health and Safety 

 Health 
 Provide opportunities for active transportation and physical 

activity 
 Reduce obesity rates and lowers risk of diabetes and other 

chronic disease 
 

 Safety 
 Provide safe walking, biking and driving environment 
 Reduce traffic-related dangers 
 Provide children  and elderly with opportunities to reach 

destinations in a safe environment.  
 Great Falls is becoming more dangerous 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As previously mentioned - 1 in five Cascade County residents do not participate in ANY physical activity outside of their jobs - Although there are other factors involved, the design and function of the city’s streets can have a impact on our activity levels –
Nationally, residents are 65% more likely to walk in a neighborhood with sidewalks
43% of people with safe places to walk within 10 minutes of their homes met the recommended levels of physical activity.
HEALTH CARE COSTS


Making non-vehicular travel convenient, attractive and safe is the key for continued independence and active transportation for the entire community 
Of pedestrians killed in 2007 and 2008, more than 50% died on arterial roadways, typically designed to be wide and fast.  Roads like these are built to move cars and too often do not have meet the needs of pedestrian or bicyclist safety.
Eighty percent of pedestrians struck by a car going 40 mph will die; at 30 mph the likelihood of death is 40 percent. At 20 mph, the fatality rate drops to just 5 percent  

Source: National Complete Streets Coalition www.completestreets.org


As previously mentioned - 1 in five Cascade County residents do not participate in ANY physical activity outside of their jobs - Although there are other factors involved, the design and function of the city’s streets can have a impact on our activity levels –
Nationally, residents are 65% more likely to walk in a neighborhood with sidewalks
43% of people with safe places to walk within 10 minutes of their homes met the recommended levels of physical activity.


Making non-vehicular travel convenient, attractive and safe is the key for continued independence and active transportation for the entire community 
Of pedestrians killed in 2007 and 2008, more than 50% died on arterial roadways, typically designed to be wide and fast.  Roads like these are built to move cars and too often do not have meet the needs of pedestrian or bicyclist safety.
Eighty percent of pedestrians struck by a car going 40 mph will die; at 30 mph the likelihood of death is 40 percent. At 20 mph, the fatality rate drops to just 5 percent  

Source: National Complete Streets Coalition www.completestreets.org


http://www.krtv.com/news/great-falls-roads-increasingly-dangerous-says-gfpd/�


Family Transportation Costs 

 Americans spend an average of 18 cents of every 
dollar on transportation 

 Transit users save an average of $6,251 annually 
 Cost-savings can then be invested into the                                      

local economy 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think about your monthly gas bill – or the insurance on an extra-automobile?  - these and other factors contribute to the your annual transportation spending

Transportation is the second largest expense for American households, costing more than food, clothing, and health care – 
the average American spends 18 cents of every dollar on transportation - This high cost is unavoidable for those who live in sprawling areas that lack sidewalks, bike lanes, and convenient public transit.
Source: Complete streets Coalition www.completestreets.org

A two-person adult household that uses public transportation saves an average of $6,251 annually compared to a household with two cars and no public transportation accessibility.  Complete streets are designed to allow safe and convenient use of public transportation.

The money that is saved then can be invested back into the local economy




Quality of Life 

 Improve connections between homes, jobs and 
recreation activities 

 Shorter commutes 
 Happier and healthier residents 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Residents of walkable communities: are more likely to be socially engaged and trusting and report being in good health and happy more often

Source: Shannon H. Rogers, John M. Halstead, Kevin H. Gardner and Cynthia H. Carlson. Examining Walkability and Social Capital as Indicators of Quality of Life at the Municipal and Neighborhood Scales. (2010). Applied Research in Quality of Life, published online 28 Oct 2010.






Municipal Cost Savings 

 Complete streets can be completed within the 
context of existing budgets 

 Complete streets save money 
 All elements of the        
 road are considered                  – and constructed - at 

the same time 
 Efficient use of tax-                                           

payers money 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Often, complete streets projects can be completed within existing transportation budgets:

The Brown County, WI Highway Department saved $347,515 (16.5%) after implementing complete street elements on  highway project initially designed for four-lanes of auto traffic that was instead built as a three-lane street with two bike lanes

Lee County, FL found that implementing complete streets elements into five regularly scheduled street maintenance projects would cut overall project costs by nearly $60 Million

Following a complete streets analysis – MN DOT determined it could reduce driving lane width by 2 ft. on a commercial street in Richfield, MN – this space was reallocated for pedestrians and reduced the project cost from 6 million to 4 million.

Source: Complete Streets Coalition http://completestreets.org/webdocs/factsheets/cs-costs-2.pdf  


In 2010 – the City of Great Falls spent $869,981 on snow and ice controls on City streets – maintenance of incomplete streets is expensive – can you imagine the cost savings if we designed our roads for all users?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
As previously mentioned – complete streets are better seen visually – I want to take you through a progression of simulated photos that would complete 1st Ave. S.
Although there are nice sidewalks –
Three wide lanes – fast moving traffic
Nothing interesting for the pedestrian
Forget about biking



Presenter
Presentation Notes
First we make some improvements to the sidewalk – and add street new – people oriented street lights
This provides a better buffer from the traffic and is a little more exciting




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we have nice trees (it is summer!)
Still 3 driving lanes – but they are a bit narrower to fit the bike lane
Larger buffer between the pedestrians and traffic – better for folks walking

Still a one-way, which is great for moving cars fast – but really doesn’t improve the time it takes to travel across town



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now the street is really complete – traffic is improved 
Pedestrians are comfortable
Biking is safe
Bus traffic can move in and out



How do we achieve Complete Streets 

 Join the 314 communities in all 50 states who have 
adopted a complete streets policy 

 What is a Complete Streets policy? 
 Not more government or more regulation 
 Aligns transportation planning and policy with public 

health, safety and welfare 
 Formalize our community’s intent to plan, design and 

maintain our streets for all users 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Formalize our communities intent to plan, design and maintain streets so that they are safe and accessible for users of all ages and incomes.

A complete streets policy does not add to or increase government – rather it aligns transportation planning and policy with public the health, safety and welfare

A complete streets policy simply directs the City to design, maintain and operate its streets to meet the needs of all users
This can be achieved typically by a resolution or ordinance

There are great templates and resources available – but the key to a complete streets policy – just like any public policy is to craft the policy to reflect the needs of our community.



Growing Movement 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first Complete Streets policies were passed in 2000 – and as you can see here – this number has grown exponentially over the past decade.  This trend is expected to continue as communities around the country realize the benefits of complete streets.





Elements of a Complete Streets Policy 

 Sets a vision. 
 Includes all modes. 
 Emphasizes connectivity. 
 Applies to all phases of all applicable projects. 
 Specifies and limits exceptions. 
 Uses latest design standards.  
 Is flexible. 
 Is context-sensitive. 
 Sets performance standards. 
 Includes implementation steps. 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For complete streets policies to be successful, they must be integrated into the plans, regulations and standards that communities use in the planning and development process and guide the design, operations and maintenance of the street network.

The list you see shows the common elements or topics included in a of a complete streets policy 

The policy is designed to set a vision for the Community which emphasizes connectivity between where people live, work, play and learn – but it lines out exceptions and provides flexibility dependent on the context of the road and Great Falls – it’s not just a policy we have to set up performance standards to measure our success – and finally as with all policies it’s not enough to just pass a policy – we need to implement



What’s next 

 Join the Complete Streets movement 
 Alicia M. Thompson (406) 791-9260 
 athompson@cascadecountymt.gov 

 Paul Lloyd-Davies (406) 781-8771 
 jackssavage8@bridgemail.com 

 Patty Rearden (406) 771-1265 
 prearden@greatfallsmt.net 

 

mailto:athompson@cascadecountymt.gov�
mailto:jackssavage8@bridgemail.com�
mailto:prearden@greatfallsmt.net�


 GFGF Coalition Meetings –  
 1st Thursday @ 10:30 a.m. 

 Complete Streets Sub-Committee Meetings –  
 2nd and 4th Wednesday @ 2:00 p.m. 

 Community Open House:  
 Wednesday May 23, 4:30 - 6:30. 
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