
ATT MAIL VS. POLL & ABSENTEE POINT/COUNTERPOINT

There's no difference between standing in o line at o polling ploce thon stonding in o line
dt o store.

o Lines at stores are not hours long. The longer a person carrying the virus is in one
place, the more exposure they present to others and the greater the likelihood
of contin u ing the transmission of the virus. Not to mention the clerks in the
stores are generally not in their 70's and 80's as are the judges in Cascade

County.

o lf voting is being compared to shopping, an appropriate comparison would be

Black Friday. Also, voters are assigned to a polling place and must vote there.
Customers can chose any store they prefer based on proximity and crowding.

o The CDC provides guidance for many sectors. For election officials, one of their
guiding principles is, "...any other feasible options for reducing the number of
voters who congregate indoors in polling locations at the same time." Another
suggestion they provide is, "Where available in your jurisdiction, offer alternative
voting methods that minimize direct contact and reduce crowd size at polling

locations." And to, "Consider offering alternatives to in-person voting if allowed

in the jurisdiction." ln Montana, the alternative available under the law is our
time-tested vote by mail with an in-person voting option.

Moil bollots ond obsentee bollots are not the some thing.

o They are very much the same thing. The only difference is the chapter of Title 13

of Montana Code Annotated the election is being conducted under. Title 13,

Chapter L3, Part2 is specific to how electors who are absent from a polling place

may vote. Chapter 19 of this title is specific to the conduct of a mail ballot (i.e.

all-mail) election. Each of these chapters cross references to the other, thus
showing that the procedures for one are the same as the other - both in issuing

and accepting ballots.

o ln a polling place election, absentee ballots are mailed to active and provisionally
registered voters who request an absentee ballot. ln a mail ballot election,
ballots are mailed to active and provisionally registered voters. When you

register to vote in Montana, you must provide a verifiable lD number or copy of
lD. lf the number is not verified, you are provisionally registered, and your ballot
can only be counted if you provide verifiable lD first. ln other words, you must
first register to vote with verifiable lD to have a ballot sent to you. Otherwise,
the processes for issuing and receipting absentee and mail ballots are the same.

Every ballot issued, and every ballot returned is tracked. The same signature
verification process is used.

Deod people get moil bollots.

o Voter rolls are constantly maintained. The Montana Department of Health and
Human Services provides quarterly updates to county election offices. The



county's death list is also used to crosscheck voters prior to ballots being issued.

lf a ballot is sent to a deceased voter, more times than not we receive it back
with notations that the voter has passed away. All signatures on affirmation
envelopes are checked against the exhibits in the voters' records. lf the signature
is forged, it will most likely be rejected as a "signature mismatch" and would not
be counted.

People move ond somebody else votes their bollot.
o Voter rolls are checked biannually against the National Change ofAddress

(NCOA) registry and sent confirmation mailings to ensure that ballots are sent to
the correct address. All signatures on affirmation envelopes are checked against
the exhibits in the voters' records. lf the signature is forged, it will most likely be

rejected as a "signature mismatch" and would not be counted.

Pets get bollots in oll-moil elections.

o Pets do not have social security numbers or driver's licenses that would be used

to verify the identity of a prospective voter. Any voter who does not provide this
information or the information provided cannot be verified against the Social

Security Ad m inistration's database is registered provisionally. A ballot would be

sent, but cannot be accepted or counted unless and untilthe voter resolves the
issue with their lD number verification.

ln oll-moil elections, every person gets o bollot regordless of if they're registered or not.
o The election office uses voter rolls for all purposes and has no other database

from which to draw recipients of election materials. ln all-mail elections, only
ACTIVE registered voters are sent a ballot. lnactive voters are not sent ballots in
all-mail elections. Voters become inactive due to not responding to confirmation
mailings as a result of either not voting in a federal general election or a mail

ballot being returned to the election office as "u ndeliverable".
. Mail ballot elections actually aid in maintaining accurate voter rolls

because of the laws related to undeliverable ballots.

The Postol Service connot hondle this much moil.

o The USPS is very much equipped to handle the task as they did in June and have

done in all other elections. The volume of election mail will be less than the
volume of mail sent between Thanksgiving and Christmas.

o We have very close relationships with the five postmasters in the county as well
as the Business Mail Entry Unit in Bozeman. ln all elections, we partner with each

other to ensure that ballots are sent correctly and received timely. There is

detailed coordination to ensure that election mail is properly flagged and

processed.

Moil bollot elections ore not how voters typicolly vote.

o Generally, the only elections that are conducted by poll/absentee are

federa l/statewide elections. The majority of elections conducted in Montana are



conducted by mail ballot and do not have polling places available. These include

countywide, munlcipal, school, and special district elections. ln all elections,
voters may vote in-person at the county election office for 3o-days prior to the
election and cast their ballot.

o Even when polls are open, most people vote by mail.

Moil ballot elections ore more susceptible to fraud.
o Mail/absentee ballots have fraud prevention features that polling place ballots

do not. Specifically, when a ballot is returned in the mail or in a return envelope

at a place of deposit, the signature contained on the envelope is compared to
the signatures on file for that voter before the ballot can be accepted and

counted. This level of scrutiny is an aspect of security that polling place elections

do not have. While a voter at a polling place will sign the register when receiving

a ballot, there is no comparison of this signature to any other exhibit ofthat
voter's signatu re.

o This is ogoinst the Constitution.

o Nothing in the US Constitution or the Constitution of the State of Montana
prevents elections from occurring by mail. Article lV of Montana's Constitution is

specific to allowing absentee voting and requires the Legislature to provide laws

for the administration of elections, such as mail-ballot elections.
o Bollot boxes con be stolen in o moil bollot election.

o Ballot boxes are not left unattended and will be staffed by at least two election

officials at all times.

Moil is stolen ond the bollots ore horvested and voted.

o Signature verification is the cornerstone of accepting mail/absentee ballots. All

signatures on affirmation envelopes are checked against the exhibits in the
voters' records. lf the signature is forged, it will most likely be rejected as a

"signature mismatch" and would not be counted.

Election officials can chonge votes ond fill in ovols on unvoted contests of bollot returned
by mail.

o The process of opening secrecy envelopes is monitored and observable by the
public. Any writing implement used in this process (i.e. completing reconciliation

reports) uses red ink which cannot be detected by the tabulators).

Election officiols to not hove odequote troining required to conduct o moil bollot
election.

o This is a headline we are seeing nationally, but is not relevant to Montana's

elections. While it may apply in some states, Montana has laws governing mail

ballot elections and election officials with years of experience in conducting

these types of elections.

o Polling place elections and the laws that govern them require a great deal more

training and understanding by election officials. The chance of an election official



making an error that could cause potential harm to a voter is greater in a polling
place election than it is in a mail ballot election.

JUST THE FACTS

o With the exception of elections for federal/statewide offices, all elections in Cascade

County are conducted by mail ballot, with an accessible, in-person voting option.
. Montana has robust, time-tested laws that govern mail ballot elections.
o Cascade County has highly developed processes for conducting elections by mail ballot.
o There is no evidence that mail ballot elections are more susceptible to fraud and

tampering. Any evidence ofvoter or election fraud should be reported to the election

office, the police, the county attorney's office, or the commissioner of political practices

so it can be investigated. As with any crime, details help with investigation.
o Election processes are open to public observation.
o ln all elections, voters may vote in-person at the county election office for 3O-days prior

to the election and cast their ballot.

BYTHE NUMBERS

o As ofAugust 17th, in Cascade County:

o Registered voters = 46,982

o Active + provisional voters = 39,949

o We have 3 voters that are registered provisionally which means they need to
provide this office with more information before we would be able to count their
vote.

. Absentee voters =34,814
r 88% of active voters vote by mail

FOOD TOR THOUGHT

o Foreign actors have an impossible task of manipulating the results and altering the
outcome of the election. So they use non-linear warfare tactics such as social

engineering to sow doubt in the electorate by altering the voter's perception of the
outcome as valid. Be carefulwhat you believe and repeat. Ask questions instead of
making assertions.

o Be a source of trusted election information in your community. Direct voting questions

to your local election office or the Secretary of State's election department. Only share
social media posts if you know they contain accurate information.



There are punitive measures for election fraud and tampering. We take our
responsibilities very serlously and pursue any allegations of fraud or tampering.


