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Wade and Landa Lawrence
Angland, Kevin M.
RE: CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Friday, January 14, 2022 8:52:03 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Kevin – one more thought / question if I could please: can the permit stipulate how long after the
excavation is complete that the reclamation has to be complete? I.e. reclamation must be
completed within 4 weeks of final excavation activities, or something along those lines. That way the
developer won’t kick the can down the road and claim that he’ll get to it eventually.
Thanks again – have a great weekend.
Wade
From: Angland, Kevin M. <kangland@cascadecountymt.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 2:43 PM
To: Wade and Landa Lawrence <wadenlanda@hotmail.com>
Subject: RE: CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Wade,
I have reached out to the applicant to find out more about the depth at which they plan on
excavating. I understand the concerns that you have regarding the reclamation. I will do my best to
answer those concerns in the staff report to be presented next Thursday.
I have attached the site plan that was provided to me with the application so that you can see the
proposed site on the parcel, since the parcel is 170 acres. Also, to note, there will be a condition
included on the staff report addressing a sight obscuring fence, berm, or other improvement per the
zoning regulations in Section 8.1.5.
All comments will be forwarded to the ZBOA prior to the meeting.
Thanks again for taking interest.
Sincerely,

Kevin Angland
Planner, Cascade County Planning Department
Phone: (406) 454-6905| Fax:406-454-6919
Web: www.cascadecountymt.gov |Email: kangland@cascadecountymt.gov
121 4th Street North, Suite 2H/I, Great Falls, MT 59401

Disclosure: This email is public information subject to public records disclosure laws which has been
created or received on an electronic mail system in the course of county business and includes any
electronic record attachment(s), unless otherwise protected from disclosure under the laws of the
State.

From: Wade and Landa Lawrence <wadenlanda@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:37 PM
To: Angland, Kevin M. <kangland@cascadecountymt.gov>; Wade Lawrence
<dwadelawrence@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Kevin,
This is good info, thank you for providing some details.
Overall, I don’t have any issue with the spirit & intent of the SUP, it makes sense to excavate the
sand & gravel there locally. My primary concern is the exact location of the excavated area, as well
as the final size and depth excavated. It will take quite a lot of sand & gravel to build up the new
roads planned for Phase 4 – I don’t know if the developers have done the rough math on how many
cubic yards will be required. If this entire area shown on the map is excavated down only 4-6 feet, it
won’t be difficult to blend / taper the final grade in with the surrounding terrain. However, if they’re
only concentrating on a much smaller footprint for the excavation, and they dig down 6-8 feet or
even deeper and leave a large obvious hole / pit or large basin area, then I don’t see how they’re
going to be able to match the surrounding areas as indicated – it’s going to super obvious. This is
especially a concern if the excavated area is right off of Barnwood Lane (which is easily visible from
our front windows) – we don’t want to be looking at a large obvious hole / pit right off the road,
even if it is seeded.
I’m in the construction field and I’ve seen plenty of these types of “temporary” pits that look terrible
even after so-called “reclamation”, and they really stand out like a sore thumb. So I’m hoping the
developer is planning to excavate well off the road (toward the south end of the footprint on the
map), over a large enough area to keep the excavated depth to a minimum, to avoid leaving an
eyesore. One of the reasons we built out here was because of the great view, including the
surrounding farmland. Any sort of a large hole / basin left behind that we see every day is
unacceptable, and would absolutely violate the conditions outlined in the County regulations that
are required for SUP approval to change from the residential use it is currently zoned for.
I would request this comment be forwarded to the ZBOA for inclusion in the discussion at the
meeting next week. I would also respectfully request that one of the conditions of SUP approval is

to have the developer provide a much more detailed description of what will be left behind after
their excavation, in order to document what they’re doing to minimize visual impact and ensure the
excavated area blends seamlessly with the surrounding farmland as it sounds like their permit states.
I will plan on being at the meeting Thursday morning, I’m looking forward to learning more details.
Thanks again Wade Lawrence
From: Angland, Kevin M. <kangland@cascadecountymt.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 8:40 AM
To: Wade Lawrence <dwadelawrence@gmail.com>; Wade & Landa Lawrence
<wadenlanda@hotmail.com>
Subject: RE: CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Good morning Wade,
Thanks for the response! The quick turn around for response is because we prepare our packets for
the Zoning Board Members and are sending them out on the 14th. We can still receive comment up
until the meeting, we would then present the comment to the board at the meeting. Also, as you
know, public comment is also welcome at the meeting.
We are still in the process of providing the information on the website, that is why it is not there. So,
let me answer your questions below.
1. The maximum depth of the excavating area was not called out on the application. I will reach
out to the applicant to find more information on that. The sand/gravel excavation will be used
to provide the base layers for Foothills Ranch Phase IV. This will not be a permanent gravel pit
area. The applicant plans to reseed and restore the area to its natural state after competition
of the roads.
2. Based on the answers within the SUP application, the area will be reclaimed to its previous
state to match the surrounding areas.
3. A water truck will be used to mitigate dust control on the property during the excavation
process.
4. Based on the subdivision review traffic analysis report for Phase IV of Foothills Ranch,
conducted by Big Sky Civil & Environmental, Granite Hill and Stone Mill Lane are expected to
be the primary entrance/exit points for this phase. There are also two additional approaches
off MT-227 at Rock Quarry Lane and Barnwood Lane. The roads that will eventually be created
in Phase IV will include two ingress/egress roadways with connections to Copper Creek Lane
and Barnwood Lane. The roads will be 8” crushed base course, topped with 4” plant mix
bituminous surfacing consistent with the existing road network. The roads are planned to be
asphalt surfaced. Big Sky Civil projects that 9.57 vehicular trips per day per lot (58 lots x 9.57
trips per lot=555 trips per day) will be created by Phase IV. The crash analysis states that there
are not any clusters or patterns of that indicate a safety issue with either the Stone Mill or
Granite Hill Lane approach.

5. I will need to contact the applicant about the payment for the wear and tear during
construction.
I hope this answers your questions! Please let me know if this brings up anything else.
Thank you, Wade.

Kevin Angland
Planner, Cascade County Planning Department
Phone: (406) 454-6905| Fax:406-454-6919
Web: www.cascadecountymt.gov |Email: kangland@cascadecountymt.gov
121 4th Street North, Suite 2H/I, Great Falls, MT 59401

Disclosure: This email is public information subject to public records disclosure laws which has been
created or received on an electronic mail system in the course of county business and includes any
electronic record attachment(s), unless otherwise protected from disclosure under the laws of the
State.
From: Wade Lawrence <dwadelawrence@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 5:39 PM
To: Angland, Kevin M. <kangland@cascadecountymt.gov>; Wade & Landa Lawrence
<wadenlanda@hotmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Kevin,
We received the attached notice in the mail today about a SUP application for work here in Foothills
Ranch. I'm surprised we only have 2 days to respond, I'm glad we saw this today.
I'm also surprised not to see more information about this SUP. All I can tell this is for is "for
excavation of sand and gravel......", over quite a huge area. I don't know if this is just cutting in roads
for the new Phase 4 here, or if they are making a gravel pit (which would be hugely concerning),
or...?
I looked on your ZBOA webpage for additional information or a copy of the SUP application, but
there is nothing there. Can you please send me any further details?
Until then, here are my initial concerns as an adjacent landowner:
1. What is the maximum depth they are excavating to over this area.....i.e. are they just

clearing/grubbing the area to a shallow level for homes, roads, etc? Or are they going to create a
sand / gravel pit somewhere that will stay permanently?
2. What will the final finished grade and appearance be once all this work is complete? Will it match
the surrounding terrain and neighborhood?
3. What dust control measures will be used during this work? The prevailing winds blow very hard
right toward occupied houses.
4. How much road traffic is expected on the finished roads within Foothills Ranch (Granite Hill Lane,
Copper Creek, Stone Mill Lane, etc.)? Is the developer going to pay for the heavy wear & tear from
trucks on these roads, so it does not become a large bill for the HOA and homeowners?
Thanks very much Wade Lawrence
54 Sun Valley Lane
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Landa Lawrence <landalawrence70@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 11:55 AM
Subject: Public Input - SUP Application #036-2021 (Foothills Ranch)
To: Wade Lawrence <dwadelawrence@gmail.com>
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