CASCADE COUNTY ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT
Marijuana Land Uses Report

Cascade County Planning Department
Presented by Charity Yonker, Planning Director

TABLE OF CONTENTS
GENERAL INFORMATION............................................................... 1
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 2 “DEFINITIONS” ..................................... 4
ZONING ANALYSIS ......................................................................................... 12
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER REASONABLE PROVISION OF ADEQUATE
LIGHT AND AIR. ............................................................................................. 21
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER THE EFFECT ON MOTORIZED AND NONMOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS. ........................................................ 21
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER COMPATIBILE URBAN GROWTH IN THE
VICINITY OF CITIES AND TOWNS THAT AT A MINIMUM MUST INCLUDE THE AREA AROUND
MUNICIPALITIES. ........................................................................................... 22
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER THE CHARACTER OF THE DISTRICT AND
ITS PARTICULAR SUITABILITY FOR PARTICULAR USES. ...................................... 22
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER CONSERVING THE VALUE OF BUILDINGS
AND ENCOURAGING THE MOST APPROPRIATE USE OF LAND THROUGH THE
JURISDICTIONAL AREA. .................................................................................. 23
THE PROPOSED CHANGES ARE COMPATIBLE WITH THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF NEARBY
MUNICIPALITIES. ........................................................................................... 23
PUBLIC COMMENTS ........................................................................................ 24
PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION .................................................... 24
PROPOSED MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION ...................................................... 25

APPENDICES ...................................................................................... 26
APPENDIX 1: HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT MAP
APPENDIX 2: CASCADE COUNTY HEAVY INDUSTRIAL (I-2)
PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS
APPENDIX 3: ENROLLED HOUSE BILL 701
APPENDIX 4: BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR INITIATIVE NO. 190 (I-190)
APPENDIX 5: BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INITIATIVE NO. 118 (CI-118)
APPENDIX 6: CASCADE COUNTY ABSTRACT OF VOTES FOR I-190 & CI-118
APPENDIX 7: 2013 CASCADE COUNTY PRECINCTS MAP
APPENDIX 8: COMMUNITY FIRE PLAN WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CASCADE COUNTY AND DEARBORN FSA MAP
APPENDIX 9: THE GREAT FALLS TRANSIT DISTRICT SYSTEM MAP
APPENDIX 10: GREAT FALLS TRANSIT DISTRICT MAP
APPENDIX 11: CITY OF GREAT FALLS EXISTING LAND USE MAP EXCERPT
APPENDIX 12: WRITTEN COMMENTS
APPENDIX 13: DRAFT RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO AMEND THE TEXT OF THE CASCADE COUNTY ZONING
REGULATIONS
APPENDIX 14: NOTICES

GENERAL INFORMATION
In order for the Cascade County Zoning Regulations (CCZR) to remain
current with on-going state law changes, the Cascade County Planning
Department has initiated the proposed text changes to the CCZR
pursuant to the Part 2 zoning process. This Staff Report will provide
information on the proposed text amendments to the regulations. No
jurisdictional boundaries are proposed to be changed.

The proposed

amendments only apply to the Heavy Industrial (I-2) District. 1
Presently, the I-2 District is the only zoning district that currently allows
medical marijuana land uses as a permitted principal use requiring a
Location/Conformance Permit, subject to the general requirements of
the Industrial District and the Supplemental Regulations for Medical
Marijuana Setbacks. The proposed changes are intended to expand the
medical marijuana land uses to include adult-use marijuana land uses
as a result of the Montana Marijuana Regulations and Taxation Act 2
which goes into effect on January 1, 2022. Adult-use marijuana land
uses are proposed to be treated the same as medical marijuana land
uses for zoning purposes: allowed only in the I-2 District with an
approved

Location/Conformance

Permit,

subject

to

all

general

requirements of the industrial districts and the Supplemental Regulation
for marijuana business setbacks.
Notice of the Public Hearing in front of the Cascade County Planning
Board was published in the Great Falls Tribune on Sunday, September
19, 2021, and Sunday, September 26, 2021.3 On October 19, 2021,
the Planning Board held the public hearing and made the following
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners on a vote of
7-0:

See Heavy Industrial District Map & Cascade County Heavy Industrial (I-2) Property
Descriptions
2
See Enrolled House Bill 701
3
See Notices of Public Hearing for Planning Board
1

1

After

consideration

testimony,

and

of

public

comments,

informational

materials,

recommend the Board of County Commissioners
adopt

the

Planning

Department’s

recommendations as set forth in the Staff
Report, including the findings of fact and
conclusion, with the following modifications: (1)
Add a “marijuana business” definition instead of
the proposed “marijuana use” definition; and
(2) Modify Section 8.22 to read “Marijuana
Business Setbacks” and replace the proposed
language

“marijuana

use”

to

“marijuana

business.”
This report reflects the above recommendations as modified by the
Planning Board.
Notices were posted on September 28, 2021, for the Public Hearing
scheduled in front of the Board of County Commissioners on November
12, 2021, to meet the 45-day posting requirement, and notice was
published in the Great Falls Tribune for October 24, 2021, and October
31, 2021. 4 The Board of County Commissioners are expected to pass a
Resolution of Intention and make a final decision through the passage
of a Final Resolution before January 1, 2022, preferably on December
14, 2021, following the 30-day comment period.
On November 3, 2020, Montana passed Initiative, I-190, the Montana
Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (“Act”) 5 and Constitutional
Initiative, CI-118, to amend the State Constitution to establish the legal
age for purchasing, consuming, or possessing marijuana. 6

4
5
6

See Notice of Public Hearing for Board of County Commissioners
See Ballot Language for Initiative No. 190 (I-190).
See Ballot Language for Constitutional Initiative No. 118 (CI-118).

2

Cascade

County passed I-190 by 54.7% and CI-118 by 54.9%. In Cascade
County, both initiatives passed the majority of the House Districts. 7

8

Cascade County Election Results for I-190
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Cascade County Election Results for CI-118
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Information based on the Cascade County Abstract of Votes for the 11/3/2020
Montana General Election.
8
See 2013 Cascade County Precincts Map.
7

3

HD 30

The Act’s enumerated purposes include the purpose to “give local
governments authority to allow for the operation of marijuana
businesses in their community and establishing standards for the
cultivation, manufacture, and the sale of marijuana that protect the
public health, safety, and welfare of residents within their jurisdictions”
and the purpose to “tax the sale of marijuana and marijuana products
to provide compensation for the economic and social cost.”

The Act

further regulates the cultivation, manufacture, production, distribution,
and sale of marijuana and marijuana products.
A 20% sales tax will be imposed on the sale of adult-use marijuana and
a 4% sales tax on the sale of medical marijuana. As of January 1, 2022,
the Montana Department of Revenue regulates marijuana business,
rather than the Montana Department of Public Health and Human
Services for medical marijuana.

The tax revenue will be allocated

accordingly:
•

$6 million/year for addiction treatment services

•

20% to conservation

•

4%, up to $650,000 each, to state parks, trails, recreational
facilities, and wildlife protection

•

$200,000 to veterans’ services and improving veterans’
cemeteries

•

$150,000 for police training

•

Any remaining amount will go to the General Fund.

An optional excise tax of up to 3% may be imposed by the Commission
if approved by the majority of qualified electors by petition of the
electors or by resolution of the Commission, and may not be placed on
the ballots more than once in a fiscal year.
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 2 “DEFINITIONS”
The CCZR is a “permissive code” meaning that any land use not
specifically permitted or otherwise provided for in these Regulations
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shall not be allowed. 9 In the most recent zoning revisions the terms
"MEDICAL

MARIJUANA

REGISTERED

PREMISE"

AND

"MEDICAL

MARIJUANA TESTING FACILITY" were added for consistency with the
Montana Medica l Marijuana Act.

Through the passage of the new Act

broadening the legalization of marijuana to adult-use, these terms have
been again modified.

Further, marijuana laws have been subject to

continua l change since the first medical marijuana laws were passed in
2004. The following proposed text changes are meant to (1) prepare
Cascade County to regulate both adult-use marijuana and medical
marijuana for commercial and industria l lan d uses in its jurisdiction, (2)
to set forth definitions likely to withstand minor changes in the law over
time without having to initiate the zoning revision process, and (3) to
make clear that legal marijuana-related land uses are distinct from
agricultural uses in the CCZR.
The following chart is prov id ed, outlining the current language contained
in the CCZR, the new Act's definition equivalent, and the proposed
changes to the CCZR.
CURRENT LANGUAGE

ACT DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED CHANGES

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

"M EDI CAL MARIJUANA

DE LETE

REGISTE RED PREMISE

REGISTERED PREMISE"
DELETED

BUSINESS"

A place, structure,
and/or building where a

"LICENSED PREMISES"

provider or marijuana-

means al l locat ions

infused products

related to, or assoc iated

provider: (a) has

w ith, a specific li cense

indicated that marijuana

that is authorized under

wi ll be cultivated,

this chapter and inclu des

chemical manufacturing

all enclosed public and

wi ll occur, or marijuana-

private areas at th e

infused products wi ll be

locat ion that are used in

manufactured for one

the busin ess operated

(1) or more registered

pursuant to a license,

9

See "MARIJUANA

CCZR § 1. 3 "Pe r missiv e Code" states : "These Regulati ons are permi ss ive . Any use
not specificall y permitt ed or otherwi se provided for in the se Regulations shall not be
allowed within the Zoning Jurisdictiona l Area. "

5

CURRENT LANGUAGE

ACT DEFINITIONS

card holders; or (b) has

in clud ing, offices,

established a dispensary

kitchens, restrooms, and

for sa le of marijuana or

storerooms.

PROPOSED CHANGES

marijuana-infused
products to one or more
registered cardho ld ers.
"Provide," "marij uanainfused products
provider," "chemica l
manufacturing,"
"d ispe nsary ," and
"registered cardholder"
all have the meanings
defined in MCA § 50-46-

302.
MEDICAL MARIJUANA

"TESTING LABORATO RY"

TESTING FACILITY

means a qualified person,
licensed under this

A building where one (1)
or more qualified
persons, li censed by the
Montana Department of
Health and Hum an
Services and meeting
the requirements of MCA

§ 50-46-311 provides
testing of small samp les
of marijuana and
marijuana-infused
products and provides
in fo rm ation regarding
the chemica l
compos it ion, the potency
of a sample, and the
presence of molds or
pest icides in a sample.
"Marij uana" has the
meaning defined in MCA

§ 50-32-101, and

6

chapter that: (a) provides

MODIFY

MARIJUANA TESTING
FACILITY

testing of representative

A buil d in g where

samples of marijuana and

re12resentative marijuana

marijuana products; and

and marijuana 12roducts

(b) provides informati on

sam12les are tested to

regarding th e chemical

obtain one (1) or more

composition and potency

EJl::lalifieEl 13ersons, lieenseEl

of a sample, as we ll as

B'f Hie MonEana

the presence of mo lds,

8e13arEFAenE Of HealH1 anEl

pesticid es, or other

Hl::lman Serviees anEl

contam in ants in a sample.

FAeeEin§ H=ie reEjl::liremenEs
Of MEA § 58 46 311
13roviEles EesEin§ of sFAall
saFA13les of marijl::lana anEl
FAarijl::lana infl::lseEl
13roEl1::Jds anEl 13roviEles
information regarding the
chemica l compos ition, the
potency of a sample, and
th e presence of molds or

CU RRENT LANGUAGE

ACT DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED CHANGES

"marijuana-infused

pesticides , or other

products" has the

contaminants in a sample.

mean ing defined in MCA

"MaFijl::laAa" Ras l:Re

§ 50-46- 302 .

ffieaAiA§ ElefiAeEI iA ME:A §
58 32 ±81, aAEI
"ffiaFijl::laAa iAfl::lSeEI
J3FeEll::lEl:s" Ras l:Re rneaAiA§
ElefiAeEI iA ME:A § 58 46
-3-B-2--;-

(a) "MARIJUANA" means

ADD

all plant material form t he
gen us Cannab is
contain ing

Means all giant materials

tetrahyd rocan nab ino l

from the genus Cannabis

(THC) or seeds of the

containing

genus capab le of

tetrahydrocannabinol

germination .

(THC) or seeds of the

(b) T he term does not
include hemp, inc lud ing
any part of that plant,
in cluding the seeds and
all derivatives, extracts,
cannabino ids, isomers,
acids, sa lts, and salts of
isome rs, whether growing
or not, with a de lta-9
tetra hyd rocanna bino l
concentration of not more
than 0.3% on a dry
weight basis, or
commodities or products
manufactured w ith hemp,
or any other ingred ient

7

MARIJUANA

genus cagable of
germination as defined
under state law.

CURRENT LANGUAGE

ACT DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED CHANGES

combined with marijuana
to prepare topical or oral
administrations, food,
drink, or other products.
(c) The term does not
in clud e a drug approved
by the United States food
and drug administration
pursuant to sect ion 505 of
the Federa l Food, Drug,
and Cosmet ic Act, 21
U.S.C. 301, et seq.
"MARIJUANA PRODUCT"

A DD

means a product that
contains marijuana and is

MARIJUANA PRODUCT

intended for use by a

Means a product that

consumer by a means

conta ins marijuana and is

other than smoking . Th e

intended for use by a

term includes but is not

consumer by a means

li mited to edible products,

other than smok ing. The

ointments, tinctures,

term includes, but is not

marijuana derivatives,

limited to, edible products,

and marijuana

ointments, ti nctures,

concentrates .

marijuana derivatives, and
marijuana concentrates as
defined under state law.

"MARIJUANA BUSINESS"

ADD

means a cu lt ivator,
manufacturer, adult-use
dispensary, medical
marijuana dispensary,
combined-use marijuana

8

MARIJUANA BUSINESS
The legal use of the land,
structures, buildings,
and/or portions thereof,

licensee, testing

invo lv ing the lawful

laboratory, marijuana

cultivation, manufacturing,

transporter, or any other

sales, and/o r testing of

business of funct ion that

marijuana and/or

is licensed by the

marijuana products for

CURRENT LANGUAGE

ACT DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED CHANGES

department under this

commercial andLor

chapter.

industrial guq2oses.

"DISPENSARY" means an

ADD

adult-use dispensary or a
medical marijuana
dispensary.
"MEDICAL MARIJUANA
DISPENSARY" means the
location from which a
registered cardholder may
obtain marijuana or
marijuana products.

MARIJUANA DISPENSARY
A 12lace, bu ilding, or
gortion thereof, w here
marijuana andLor
marijuana groducts are
lega lly obtained from legal
ma rij ua na cu lt ivation,
manufacturing, andLor
lega lly so ld to registered

"ADULT-USE

cardholders as defined

DISPENSARY" means a

under state law, andLor

licensed premises from

adults that are 21 years of

which a person licensed

age or older.

by the department may
(a) obtain marijuana or
marijuana products from
a li censed cu ltivator,
manufacturer, dispensary,
or other li censee
approved under this
chapter; and (b) sel l
marijuana or marijuana
products to registered
cardho lders, adults that
are 21 years of age or
older, or both.
Related:

"SALE" or "SELL" means

ADD

any transfer of marijuana
"COMMERCIA L USE " is
defined as: "A use that

or marijuana products for

MARIJUANA SALES

consideration, exchange,

The legal transfer of

barter, gift, offer for sale,

marijuana or marijuana

or distribution in any

barter, forgiveness of

12roducts for consideration,

ind ebtedness or any

exchange, barter, gift,

in vo lves the exchange of
cash, good or services,

offer for sale, or

9

CURRENT LANGUAGE

ACT DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED CHANGES

other enumerated in

manner or by any

distribution in any manner

exchange for goods,

means."

or by any means.

"CULTIVATOR" means a

ADD

serv ices, lodging, mea ls,
entertainment in any
form or the right to
occupy space over any
period of time. This
includes land uses which
are allowed by right or
through th e special
review process in the
Commercial, Mixed Use,
Light Industrial and
Heavy Industrial
Districts, as listed in
these regulations."

person li censed by the
department to: (a) plant,

MARIJUANA CULTIVATION

cultivate, grow, harvest,

Planting, cultivating,

and dry marijuana; and

growing, harvesting, and

(b) package and relabel

drying marijuana, and

marijuana produced at

includes gackaging and

the location in a natural

labeling marijuana at that

or naturally dried form

location whether indoors or

that has not been

outdoors.

converted, concentrated,
or compounded for sale
through a licensed
dispensary.
Related:

"INDOOR CULTIVATION

AD D

FACILITY" means an
"FACILITY" is defined as:
"A building, structure, or
establ ishment that
provides a specific
service or a feature of
the total serv ice."

10

enclosed area used to
grow li ve plants that is

MARIJUANA CULTIVATION
FACILITY

within a permanent

A glace andLor building, or

structure using artificial

gortion thereof, used or

light exclusively or to

intended to be used to

supplement natural

grow live marijuana giants.

CURRENT LANGUAGE

ACT DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED CHANGES

sun light. (b) The term

The term includes, but is

may in clu de: (i) a

not limited to, outdoor

greenhouse; (ii) a hoop

area, greenhouse(s). hoo12

hou se; or (i ii_ a simi lar

house(s). or simi lar

structure that protects the

structure(s).

plants from variable
temperature,
precip itation, and wind.

"OUTDOO R
CULTIVATION" means live
plants growing in an area
exposed to natu ra I
sunlight and
env ironmenta l cond it ions
includin g va ri able
t emp eratu re,
precip itation, and w ind .
MANUFACTURING
The mechanical or
chemical transformation
of materials or
substances into new
products, in cluding the
assemb lin g of
compone nt parts, the
create of products, and
the blend ing of materials
inc luding, but no limited,
to oils, plastics, res ins,
etc.

11

"MAN UFACTURER" means

NO CHANGE TO

a person li censed by the

"MANUFACTURING"

department to convert or
compound m ariju ana in to
mariju ana products,
marij uana co nce ntrates,
or marijuana extracts and
package, repackage,
labe l, or relabel marijuana
products as allowed under
this chapter.

I.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 8.22
"SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS"

CURRENT LANGUAGE

PROPOSED CHANGES

MEDICAL MARIJUANA SETBACK

8.22 MEDICAL MARIJU ANA BUSINESS
SETBACKS.

The proposed registered premise shall
not be with in five hundred (500) feet of

The proposed registered premise6

a building used exc lu sive ly as a worship

marijuana business -sha ll not be within

facility or educationa l facility that are

five hundred (500) feet of a building

present at the time of application. Th e

used exclus ively as a wors hi p facility or

distance must be measured in a stra ight

educational fac ility that are present at

lin e from the center of the nearest

the time of appl icat ion. The distance

entrance of the worsh ip facility to the

must be measured in a straight lin e

nearest entrance of the licensee's

from the center of the nearest entrance

premises.

of the worship fac ili ty or educat ional
facility to the nearest building or
structure used for the marijuana
business unless no building or structure
exists in which case it shall be
measured from the nearest 12oint of the
12ro12erty line. entrance of the licensee's
premises.

ZONING ANALYSIS

Pursuant to MCA § 76-2-203, the following criteria and gu idel in es must
be considered in conjunction with all rezoning proposals.

Criterion #1 :

Whether the proposed changes are made in

accordance with the Cascade County Growth Policy.
The Cascade County Growth Policy contains five (5) goals which the
policy defines as a direction of the Growth Policy . Each goal includes a
subset of objectives defined as a more narrowly defined and concrete
expression of community inten t .
objectives will now be addressed .

12

The five (5) goals and related

Goal 1: Sustain and strengthen the economic well-being of
Cascade County’s citizens.
A. Stimulate the retention of existing businesses and expansion of
existing businesses, new businesses, value-added businesses,
wholesale

and

agriculture,

retail

mining,

businesses,

and

industries

manufacturing/processing

including

and

forest

products
All legal medical marijuana businesses are currently located in the I-2
District. The proposed text amendments will benefit the legal marijuana
industry by providing a Regulation that is clear as expansion of new
and/or existing businesses occur as a result of the legalization of adultuse marijuana and subsequent demand in the County.
B. Stabilize and diversify the county’s tax base by encouraging the
sustainable use of its natural resources.
Limited natural resources will be utilized as a result of the proposed
changes. The proposed text amendment could result in an increase in
business expansion and development in the I-2 District that would help
keep a stable and growing county tax base.
C. Identify

and

pursue

complements

existing

primary
business,

business
which

is

development

that

compatible

with

communities, and utilizes available assets. Identify and pursue
targeted business development opportunities to include, but not
limited to, manufacturing/heavy industry, telecommunications,
and youth/social services.
The

proposed

changes

complement

existing

medical

marijuana

businesses in the county’s I-2 District. Potential business development
that results from these changes target business development within the
I-2 Districts where available community assets are established, e.g.
roads, fire protection, water and sewer, law enforcement, etc.
Opportunities for intensive uses of the land for manufacturing remain
suitable to the I-2 District.

13

D. Promote the development of cultural resources and tourism to
broaden Cascade County’s economic base.
The Planning Department does not anticipate an effect on cultural
resources or tourism because of the proposed changes.
E. Foster and stimulate well-planned entrepreneurship among the
county’s citizenry.
The initial introduction of medical marijuana-related land uses in the
county stimulated entrepreneurship in the county.

The broadening

under state law to allow adult-use is expected to do the same among
entrepreneurs.
F. Promote a strong local business environment.

Encourage and

strengthen business support mechanisms such as chambers of
commerce, development organizations and business roundtable
organizations.
The proposed changes are anticipated to have a positive impact on the
local business environment.
G. Improve local trade capture for Cascade County businesses.
Promote local shopping as well as well-planned businesses and
new businesses.
The proposed changes will help improve local trade capture by providing
employment to area employees and providing legal marijuana and
marijuana products to local customers who would otherwise take their
business elsewhere.
H. Network with and support other economic development efforts in
the region and statewide, in recognition of Cascade County’s
interdependence with other communities and to leverage available
local resources.
The proposed changes could assist to support a network hub utilized by
citizens and employers.

14

Marijuana-related businesses may network

amongst one another and/or with other businesses in counties and
municipalities in the state to share ideas and obtain materials and
products needed for day-to-day operations.
I. Encourage the growth of the agricultural economy.
The proposed changes are not anticipated to have a negative impact on
the agricultural economy. The Act clarifies: “Marijuana and marijuana
products are not agricultural products, and the cultivation, processing,
manufacturing or selling of marijuana or marijuana products is not
considered agriculture subject to regulation by the department of
agriculture unless expressly provided.” 10
J. Stimulate the growth of the economy by encouraging the use of
alternate methods of energy production, including wind energy.
Use of alternative methods of energy production is not expected to
stimulate the growth of the economy as a result of the proposed
changes.

Nothing

precludes

entrepreneurs

from

incorporating

alternative means of energy into an existing or new business that could
occur due to these changes.
Goal 2: Protect and maintain Cascade County’s rural character
and the community’s historic relationship with the natural
resource development.
Objectives:
A. Foster the continuance of agriculture and forestry in recognition of
their economic contribution and the intrinsic natural beauty of
grazing areas, farmlands and forests.
The proposed changes are not expected to impact agriculture and
forestry in the County.

The proposed changes will apply to the I-2

District only, resulting in no change to the Mixed Use 20 and Agricultural
Districts.
10

See Enrolled House Bill 701 - MCA § 16-12-101(3).
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B. Preserve Cascade County’s scenic beauty and conserve its forests,
rangelands and streams, with their abundant wildlife and good
fisheries.
Allowing marijuana-related business operations only in the I-2 District
helps preserve scenic beauty, forests and streams.
C. Preserve Cascade County’s open space setting by encouraging new
development to locate near existing towns and rural settlements and
by discouraging poorly designed, land subdivisions and commercial
development.
Only allowing marijuana-related business operation in the I-2 District
encourages the industry to develop and located near the City of Great
Falls where most patrons are expected to come from.
D. Assure clean air, clean water, a healthful environment and good
community appearance.
Landscaping, parking, and set back requirements of the I-2 District will
apply to marijuana-related businesses that will help ensure a good
community appearance. Any local business will be required to work with
the City-County Health Department and other environmental agencies
to comply with water, wastewater, and stormwater requirements.
E. Support the development of natural resources including but not
limited to timber, mining, oil and gas production, and renewable
energy production.
The proposed changes are not expected to support the development of
natural resources.
F. Continue to work with federal and state agencies to redevelop
properties within Cascade County which are currently undergoing
Superfund and Brownfields process.
The proposed changes will not impact properties currently undergoing
Superfund and/or Brownfields processes. Heavy Industrial properties

16

near

the

ACM

Smelter

and

Refinery

site 11

maybe

undergoing

remediation processes.
Goal 3: Maintain Agricultural economy
A. Protect the most productive soil types.
The proposed text changes will only affect the existing I-2 District and
help preserve the Mixed Use – 20 and Agricultural Districts agricultural
farmlands from development and intense land uses.
B. Continue to protect soils against erosion.
The proposed changes are not expected to negatively impact existing
soils in the I-2 District against erosion any more than other permitted
industrial uses in the zoning district.
C. Protect the floodplain from non-agricultural development.
Property in the I-2 District that could be effect by the proposed changes
are not located in the special flood hazard area.

No impact to the

floodplain is expected.
D. Support the development of value-added agricultural industry in
Cascade County utilizing the products from the regional area.
The proposed changes are not for agricultural purpose and will not
directly impact the agricultural industry.
Goal 4: Retain the presence of the US Military in Cascade County.
Objectives:
A. Encourage the federal congressional delegation to actively support
maintaining the current mission status at a minimum.

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.Clean
up&id=0800402#bkground accessed September 28, 2021.
11
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These proposed changes will not negatively impact support to maintain
the current mission status.
B. Promote the location of additional military missions in Cascade
County.
The proposed changes will not impact the development of additional
military missions.
C. Encourage the reactivation of the runway at Malmstrom Air Force
Base for fixed wing operations.
The proposed changes will not impact reactivation of MAFB runway. Any
new structures will be restricted if in a Heigh Military Overlay District
(MOD) to prevent interference with the runway. The majority of land in
I-2 is located in MOD-F restricting structure height to no more than 500
feet and some I-2 property is located in MOD-C restricting structure
height to no more than 150 feet.
E. Refer to the Joint Land Use Study for resolving conflicts and
promoting mission compatible development.
The proposed changes will not interfere with Missile Alert Facilities or
Launch Facilities since they will only impact the I-2 District. The I-2
District properties exceed the 2,400-foot distance from these types of
facilities.
Goal

5:

Preserve

and

enhance

the

rural,

friendly

and

independent lifestyle currently enjoyed by Cascade County’s
citizens.
Objectives:
A. Maintain Cascade County’s citizens independent lifestyle and
minimize local governmental intervention, to the extent possible,
consistent with the requirements of a continually evolving economy
and constantly changing population.
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The proposed changes will not impact Cascade County’s citizen’s
independent lifestyle and would give new and existing business owners
more opportunities to expand and diversify their business operations.
B. Preserve and promote Cascade County’s rich cultural heritage,
rooted in natural resource development and reflected in its
numerous cultural/historic sites and archaeological areas.
There are no known cultural, historical, or archaeological sites within in
the existing I-2 District that would be impacted by these text changes.
The History Museum was contacted to find out whether recreation
marijuana has been culturally utilized in the past by Native Americans.
They were unable to locate any references in their archives. The Little
Shell Tribe was also contacted as to whether marijuana was historically
utilized for ceremonial purposes. No response was received at the time
of writing this report.
C. Promote fire prevention measures throughout the county, giving
special emphasis to the extreme fire hazards present at the wild
land/urban interface.
The proposed changes will only impact the existing I-2 District. The
Black Eagle Volunteer Fire Department provides fire protection services
to the I-2 District north and south of the river. Setbacks from property
lines will continue to be required for the I-2 District for the new land
uses to provide adequate space between structures. I-2 District is not
located in the Wildland-Urban Interface and includes land with a low risk
for terrain and/or fuel hazard. 12
D. Encourage the continued development of educational programs and
facilities, recreational opportunities and spaces and health services
for all county residents.

See Community Fire Plan Wildland-Urban Interface Cascade County and Dearborn
FSA Map.

12
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Adult-use marijuana is also frequently referred to as recreational
marijuana, and such addition of the land uses associated with these
types of operations will in effect provide a recreational product for
citizens.

No impacts to educational programs or facilities, or health

services are expected to occur as a result of the proposed changes.
Criterion #2:

Whether the zoning regulations have been

designed to secure safety from fire and other dangers.
See response above for Goal 5(C).

Further, a zoning permit will be

required for any land use to ensure yard setbacks, landscaping, and
parking requirements are satisfied. Buildings/structures will be subject
to state building code which incorporates the fire code enforced by the
state Building Inspectors.
Criterion #3:

Whether the zoning regulations have been

designated to promote public health, public safety, and general
welfare.
The CCZR are designed to promote public health, safety, and general
welfare. The proposed changes are isolated to affect only the I-2 District
to ensure the county continues to mitigate potential nuisance conflict
with surrounding zoning districts, including residential-type land uses
and land uses of lower intensity.

The addition of the adult-use

marijuana uses will increase traffic with patrons, employees, and
deliveries for which the I-2 District can accommodate. Setbacks/buffers
from worship and educational facilities was previously incorporated into
the regulations for medical marijuana and is also proposed to apply to
adult-use marijuana to help mitigate potential conflicts, such as storage
and use of extraction chemicals that may be highly combustible and
unsuitable near schools and worship facilities. The City-County Health
Department’s Health Officer submitted a list of pros and cons as a result
of marijuana usage attached to this report. A few of these concerns
include short-term impact to thinking, attention, memory, coordination,
and perception of time, and usage linked to depression, society anxiety,
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thoughts of suicide, suicidal thoughts and attempts, temporary
psychosis and schizophrenia.
Criterion #4:

Whether the zoning regulations have been

designed to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation,
water, sewage, schools, parks, and other public requirements.
The proposed changes will not change the zoning regulations’ ability to
ensure adequate provision of transportation, water, sewage, schools,
parks, and other public requirements.

Zoning permits will require

Applicant’s to have legal access, obtain any necessary Montana
Department of Transportation or County Road & Bridge Approach
Permits, approval from the City-County Health Department, and the
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Coordinator for
stormwater control during and after construction, if needed, before a
zoning permit will be issued.

Adult-use marijuana will be regulated

through the Department of Revenue and buildings/structures will be
required to meet state building code.
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER REASONABLE
PROVISION OF ADEQUATE LIGHT AND AIR.
No changes are proposed to the regulations that would impact the
provision of adequate light and air. All permitted marijuana uses would
be located in the I-2 District and subject to the general requirements for
the Industrial Districts. Such requirement includes yard setbacks, offstreet parking requirements, and landscaping requirements, that will
ensure adequate light and air. 13
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER THE EFFECT ON
MOTORIZED
AND
NON-MOTORIZED
TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEMS.
The I-2 District has an established road system. The proximity to the
City of Great Falls also makes it accessible to the largest urban center
in the County. The Great Falls Transit District, Route 3 “Northcentral”
13

See CCZR § 7.11.
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and Route 6 “Northeast,” provide transportation services within walking
and/or biking distance to the I-2 District. 14

The Great Falls Transit

District covers portions of the surrounding County, like the Black Eagle
area. 15 Therefore, the I-2 District has a sufficient transportation system
available.
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER COMPATIBILE
URBAN GROWTH IN THE VICINITY OF CITIES AND TOWNS THAT
AT A MINIMUM MUST INCLUDE THE AREA AROUND
MUNICIPALITIES.
The City has jurisdictional areas surrounded by I-2 to the north of Black
Eagle zoned Industrial, and adjacent property to the County’s I-2
District on the south-side of the river zoned industrial, institutional, and
commercial. 16
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER THE CHARACTER
OF THE DISTRICT AND ITS PARTICULAR SUITABILITY FOR
PARTICULAR USES.
The intent of the I-2 District is “to provide for larger scale, intensive
industrial developments and other non-residential uses not otherwise
prohibited by law.” 17 The I-2 District for which these proposed changes
will affect is a large area with a number of separate landowners and
already determined to meet these requirements. The addition of adultuse marijuana land uses into the I-2 District is an expansion of the
medical marijuana land uses that are already allowed and many
permitted in the District. Therefore, it is not significantly different from
the prevailing use in the I-2 District. The I-2 District is suitable for such
related land uses due to the industrial uses that would take place for

The Great Falls Transit District System Map.
Great Falls Transit District Map.
16
City of Great Falls Growth Policy “Existing Land Use” map excerpt, accessed from
https://greatfallsmt.net/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_and_community
_development/page/27411/growth_policy_update_-_august_6_2013.pdf on
September 28, 2021.
17
CCZR § 7.13.1 “Intent” states: “The I-2 District is intended to provide for larger
scale, intensive industrial development and other non-residential uses not otherwise
prohibited by law.”
14
15
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such business operations, including manufacturing, processing, and
distribution. These uses are also expected to produce increased traffic
flows as a result of day-to-day operations and customers, not suitable
for residential districts. The proposed changes will not result in unlawful
spot zoning.
WHETHER THE PROPOSED CHANGES CONSIDER CONSERVING
THE VALUE OF BUILDINGS AND ENCOURAGING THE MOST
APPROPRIATE USE OF LAND THROUGH THE JURISDICTIONAL
AREA.
All legally permitted medical marijuana business operations in the
County are located in the I-2 District. Continuing to allow such uses,
will help preserve the value of existing legal marijuana businesses in the
I-2 District. Marijuana uses can be very intensive requiring the storage
and use of hazardous chemicals used for extraction purposes like butane
and ethanol, requiring water use, controlled temperature environments,
customer traffic, delivery/distribution traffic, the potential for criminal
activity, and drug accessibility, etc. that make the I-2 District most
suitable. The I-2 District has an established road system, close to town
in comparison to the MU-20 and Agricultural Districts and is least likely
to have residences and worship facilities to help reduce conflicts
between vastly different land uses and reduce the potential for public
nuisance issues.
THE PROPOSED CHANGES ARE COMPATIBLE WITH THE ZONING
ORDINANCE OF NEARBY MUNICIPALITIES.
The I-2 District is located in close proximity to the City of Great Falls.
The City of Great Falls has prohibited any marijuana-related land uses
in its jurisdictional boundaries to-date.

The Planning Department

contacted the City of Great Falls to find out how they are going to handle
the new Act. At the time of writing this report, a definitive answer had
not been received, but no indication was provided that the City of Great
Falls would allow medical, or adult-use marijuana land uses within in its
jurisdiction.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
The Cascade County Substance Abuse Prevention Alliance submitted two
(2) informational sheets titled “Marijuana & Youth” and “Cascade County
2021 Youth Risk Behavior Survey” during their testimony to the Planning
Board as opponents.

Ben Forsyth submitted two (2) separate self-

authored articles titled “THC Harms” and “Cannabis and Violence” in
opposition. Additional written public comment will be provided to the
Commission beforehand or at the Public Hearing depending on when it
is received.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION
The Planning Department recommends to the Board of County
Commissioners adopt the recommendation of the Cascade County
Planning Board to amend the text of Sections 2 (“Definitions) and 8.22
(“Supplementary

Regulations”)

of

the

Cascade

County

Zoning

Regulations finding that the proposed changes are in substantial
compliance with the Cascade County Growth Policy and other criteria
required under MCA § 76-3-203.
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PROPOSED MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
1. I move the Board of County Commissioners, after consideration of
public comments, testimony, and informational materials, adopt
the Planning Boards’ recommendations as set forth in the Staff
Report to amend the text of Sections 2, Definitions, and 8.22,
Supplementary Regulations, of the Cascade County Zoning
Regulations finding that the proposed changes are in substantial
compliance with the Cascade County Growth Policy and other
criteria required under MCA § 76-3-203, and pass Resolution of
Intention to Amend the Text of the Cascade County Zoning
Regulations #21-59.
2. I move the Board of County Commissioners, after consideration of
public comments, testimony, and informational materials, adopt
in part the Planning Boards’ recommendations as set forth in the
Staff Report, to amend the text of Sections 2, Definitions, and
8.22, Supplementary Regulations, of the Cascade County Zoning
Regulations finding that the proposed changes are in substantial
compliance with the Cascade County Growth Policy and other
criteria required under MCA § 76-3-203, and pass Resolution of
Intention to Amend the Text of the Cascade County Zoning
Regulations #21-59 with the following modifications:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
3. I move the Board of County Commissioners, after consideration of
public comments, testimony, and informational materials, deny
the Planning Department’s recommendations based on the
conclusion that the recommendation is not in compliance with the
Cascade County Growth Policy and/or the other reviewing criteria
under MCA § 76-3-203.
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APPENDIX 1: HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT MAP
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APPENDIX 2: CASCADE COUNTY HEAVY INDUSTRIAL {I-2)
PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS

CASCADE COUNTY
Heavy Industrial (I-2) Property Descriptions
PARCEL#
1957850
1959800
1959805
1957800
1957900
1958300
1958500
1958600
1960300
1960500
1960550
1960600
1960700
1960800
1960900
1961400
1961410
1961415
1961600
1961625
1961700
1977700
1978700
1978800
1978900
1979000
1979400
1981000
1981100
1981200
1981500
1981600
1981700
1992610
1992615
1992620
1993100
1993200
1993300
2018041
2033400
2033550
2034100
2085205
2089105
2089115
2089120
2089125
2089130
2089135
2089140
2089170
2089400
2134600
2183960
2183970
2208200
2208210
2612750
2612800
2615450
2615460
2616700
2701800
2711310
2711400
2284000
2284010
2284020
2284030
2284040
2612220
2612400
2612700
2613150
2613200
2614625
2614630
2614650

GEOCODE
02313931203020000
02313931206020000
02313931206010000
02313931203040000
02313931203010000
02313931202060000
02313931202040000
02313931202030000
02313931204030000
02313931204010000
02313931204010001
02313931204020000
02313931202090000
02313931202070000
02313931202080000
02313931126050000
02313931201040000
02313931201030000
02313931126080000
02313931126100000
02313931126020000
02313929312010000
02313930402050000
02313930402040000
02313930402030000
02313930402020000
02313930401040000
0231393040105G006
02313930402120000
02313930402170000
02313930402150000
02313930402070000
02313930402060000
02301604204560000
02301604204500000
02301604416080000
02313929101050000
02313929101060000
02313929101070000
02313931126040000
02313930401300000
0231393040130G001
02313930201050000
02313930403070000
02313933404010000
02313933404050000
02313933404070000
02313933404090000
02313933404110000
02313933404130000
02313933404150000
02313933401070000
02313920302010000
02313932101020000
02313932202030000
02313932202010000
02313932202190000
02313932202210000
02301603101130000
02301603101140000
02301604102180000
02301604102240000
02301604102220000
02313930401120000
02313932102020000
02313932101010000
02313931128090000
02313931128110000
02313931128030000
02313931128050000
02313931128070000
02301603101070000
02301603101170000
02301603101150000
02301603104010000
02301603101080000
02301604203080000
02301604203060000
02301604203020000

CITY_LIMIT
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY
OUT_CITY

ZONECODE
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2
Industrial - 2

LEGAL_OWNER_NAME
PROPERTY_LEGAL_DESC
SIXTEENTEN LLC
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 1ST
LOT
SHUMAKER C EUGENE
GF INDUSTRIAL PARK 2ND
LOTS: 2AA
SHUMAKER C EUGENE
GF INDUSTRIAL PARK 2LOTS: 2,3,4A BLOCK:
EVANS CREED MILES
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 1STLOT 1 BLOC
DOW STEVEN D
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 1STLOT 4 BLOC
MONTANA WASTE SYSTEMS INC
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 1STLOTS 1 & 2
NORTHWESTERN CORPORATION
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 1STMark:
MESAROS LYALL
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 1STMark:
SIXTEENTEN LLC
GF NDUSTRIAL PARK 2ND LOTS 3A & 4A BLO
HOILAND PROPERTIES LLC
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 3RDMark:
R & L BRIESE INVESTMENTS LLC
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 3RDMark:
MORA RONALD D
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 3RDLOT 2 BLOC
MESAROS LYALL S
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 3RDMark:
VENTURE PROPERTY & LEASING LLC
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 3RDLOT 2 BLOC
GREGOIRE MICHAEL
GREAT FALLS INDUSTRIAL PARK 3RDLOT 3 BLOC
ALINE JOSEPH G ETAL
ALEXANDRA HEIGHTSLOT 8A BLOCK 9
NWL PROPERTIES LLC
ALEXANDRA HEIGHTS LOT 7A1AMark:
ALINE JOSEPH G ETAL
ALEXANDRA HEIGHTS LOT 2AMark:
BRASS SHAWN ETAL
ALEXANDRA HEIGHTS
LOT
TUFF ENTERPRISES LLC
ALEXANDRA HEIGHTSLOT: 44A
GENERAL DISTRIBUTING CO
ALEXANDRA HEIGHTSLOT: 42A1A BLOCK 9
FIRST TRUST CO OF MONTANA
BROADWAY
LOTS
STRINGER JASON A
BROADWAY 1ST
LO
DECK JACK W & JUDY A
BROADWAY 1ST
LO
STRINGER JASON A
BROADWAY 1ST
1MONTANA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION
BROADWAY 1ST
7 - 8 - 9 - 10 &
HIGGINS SCOTT R
BROADWAY 1ST
1BOWKER LANDER ETAL
BROADWAY 1ST
LOTS 4-15, 17&18
MONTANA LAND PROTECTION LLC
BROADWAY 1ST
16 & 19BETTENCOURT ILA R
BROADWAY 1ST
1DECK JACK W & JUDITH A
BROADWAY 1ST
11-14 & 18PARDEE THOMAS
BROADWAY 1ST
21STRINGER JASON A
BROADWAY 1ST
LOT
PRINCIPAL PROPERTIES OF MONTANA INC 10TH AVENUE NORTH ADDITIONMark:
PROGRESSIVE LAND CORPORATION
10TH AVENUE NORTH ADDITIONLOT 4 BLOCK 1Ma
PROGRESSIVE LAND CORPORATION
10TH AVENUE NORTH ADDITIONMark:
HORNER JOE & GLENDA
CRESCENT HEIGHTS
LO
HORNER JOE & GLENDA
CRESCENT HEIGHTS
LOT
HORNER JOE & GLENDA
CRESCENT HEIGHTSLOT:23 BLOCK:9
ALINE JOSEPH G ETAL
ALEXANDRA HEIGHTSTRACT 1A2A
DECK LIVING TRUST
FOURTH ST
1-20 - 22DECK JACK W & JUDITH A
FOURTH ST
25AAA QUALITY SPRINKLER & LANDSCAPE LLC FOURTH ST
LOT
MALTEUROP NORTH AMERICA INC
INTERNAT'L MALTING CO LLC ADDLOT 3 BLOCK
POWELL DAVE
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES IILOT: 1A
VAUGHAN SCOTT
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES IILOT 3
HOLME MICHAEL & CHRISTINA
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES IILOT 4
ALBERS EMMA
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES II
LOT 5
JACKSON GEORGE & KASSAUNDRA
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES II
LOTS 6Mark:
HORTON MARK & MELISSA
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES II
LOT 7Mark:
BRASS SHAWN
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES II
LOTS 8 Mark
TAMIETTI WILLIAM J JR
JOHN MICHAEL ACRES IIMark:
MATL LLP
KYLES
LO
FILIPOWICZ TOM
NORTH GREAT FALLSLOT 21A BLOCK 45Mark:
HORNER JOSEPH L JR
RAINBOW VIEWMark:
HORNER JOE L JR & GLENDA L
RAINBOW VIEWMark:
MISSOURI RIVER TRUCKING & EXCAVATING SAINT MICHAELS MINORLOT 1A-1Mark:
SAINT MICHAEL RADIO INC
SAINT MICHAELS MINORMark:
CITY OF GREAT FALLS
IN LOT 4Mark: 17C
TRSB ENTERPRISES LLC
IN LOT 4, TR1 & TR1A COS 4456Mark: 17B,17
MINOT BUILDERS SUPPLY ASSOCIATION
IN LOT 2S4,T20N,R4EMark: 7K
HOVEN SEAN B & ANDREA C
IN LOT 2S4,T20N,R4EMark: 7L
STEEL ETC HOLDING COMPANY
IN LOT 1S4,T20N,R4EMark: 47
INTERNATIONAL MALTING COMPANY LLC E/2NE, IN SE/4S30,T21N,R4EMark: 6,9C1
CITY OF GREAT FALLS
IN NE/4Mark: 15B
MISSOURI RIVER TRUCKING & EXCAVATING IN N/2NW,SWNWS32,T21,R4EMark: 5
WATSON'S TOP SHOP INC
VICKS INDUSTRIAL PARKMark:
SCHULER PROPERTIES II LLC
VICKS INDUSTRIAL PARKLOT 2Mark:
AT KLEMENS AND SONS INC
VICKS INDUSTRIAL PARKMark:
ROCKY MOUNTAIN TREE CARE SPECIALISTS I VICKS INDUSTRIAL PARKMark:
PECK RORY & SARAH ETAL
VICKS INDUSTRIAL PARKLOT:5
STATE OF MONTANA
IN SWNWMark: 4D
STEEL ETC HOLDING COMPANY
IN NW COR LOT 4 S3,T20N,R4EMark: 7A
CONOCO INC
IN LOT 4S3,T20N,R4EMark: 17
LOY JOHN R TRUST B ETAL
IN SENES3,T20N,R4EMark: 7D
KYSO CORPORATION
IN S/2NW,IN N2SWNE
LS .26 AC
CENTRAL MECHANICAL LLC
TR 1, S-4826S-T-R: 4-20N-4EMARK 7M
CENTRAL MECHANICAL LLC
TR 2, S-4826S-T-R: 4-20N-4EMARK 7N
INGOLD E W TRUST
IN N/2N/2S4,T20N,R4EMark: 7A1

#_DESCR
PROP_ADDR_STR_NAMEACRES
1610 34TH AVE NE
3.47
3501 OLD HAVRE HWY
5.73
7.37
3313 15TH ST NE
1.86
1.81
3201 15TH ST NE
9.35
0
1620 33RD AVE NE
1.43
3325 17TH ST NE
5.51
1701 33RD AVE NE
1.46
1725 33RD AVE NE
1.01
1801 33RD AVE NE
2.47
1.9
1800 33RD AVE NE
2.56
1801 32ND AVE NE
2.56
21.51
1900 32ND AVE NE
52.15
10.08
180 BLACK EAGLE RD
6.28
188 BLACK EAGLE RD
6.09
2611 33RD AVE NE
6
0.29
0.5
165 BLACK EAGLE RD
0.39
0.28
0.36
0.24
2.61
0.5
0.14
0.5
0.29
0.29
4301 10TH AVE N
8.34
11.43
5001 10TH AVE N
15.46
0.43
0.22
0.07
5.96
1.65
1.72
2.45
0
1800 52ND ST N
2.5
1.25
1908 52ND ST N
1.25
2000 52ND ST N
1.37
2008 52ND ST N
1.37
2100 52ND ST N
1.37
2108 52ND ST N
1.49
4801 22ND AVE N
25.59
3.44
15
3115 RAINBOW DAM RD
22.57
3121 RAINBOW DAM RD
20
3109 RAINBOW DAM RD
20.09
3201 RAINBOW DAM RD
7.41
2.47
5401 RIVER DR N
1.4
4401 RIVER DR N
11.32
4325 RIVER DR N
3.71
1424 52ND ST N
10.77
120 BLACK EAGLE RD
0
103.47
20.74
2801 BARLEY LN
3.21
2800 BARLEY LN
5.01
2900 BARLEY LN
5.01
3001 BARLEY LN
3.21
2901 BARLEY LN
3.21
2.74
4.47
11.87
3.29
24.22
0.25
3.59
15.44
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CASCADE COUNTY
Heavy Industrial (I-2) Property Descriptions
2614700
2614800
2614900
2615200
2615225
2616500
2617000
2617100
2688405
2688600
2688601
2688602
2688603
2688604
2690000
2690100
2690300
2697000
2698100
2698125
2698150
2699200
2699250
2699450
2700300
2700400
2700500
2700550
2700600
2700650
2700675
2700700
2702000
2703910
2704100
2704115
2704300
2704304
2704306
2704400
2711205
2711210
2711225
2711300
2711350
2712400
2712775
2712800
2712802
2712804
2712806
2715200
1981450

0230160420303G001
02301604102200000
02301604102190000
02301604102230000
02301604102280000
02301604103010000
02301604203040000
02301604203030000
02313919104040000
02313919401010000
02313919401030000
02313919401050000
02313919404130000
02313919404110000
02313920303020000
02313920303010000
02313920304010000
02313926201010000
02313927101010000
02313927101030000
02313927101050000
02313928101010000
02313928101030000
02313928404010000
02313929101310000
02313929101020000
02313929101090000
02313929201010000
02313929101030001
02313929302020000
02313929302040000
02313929101030000
02313930301010000
02313931128010000
0231393120110G001
02313931201100000
02313931202020000
02313931201090000
02313931205010000
02313931401020000
02313932101070000
02313932301090000
0231393230101G001
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APPENDIX 3: ENROLLED HOUSE BILL 701

67th Legislature

HB 701

AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE REGULATION AND TAXATION OF
MARIJUANA; TRANSFERRING AUTHORITY OVER THE LICENSING, CULTIVATION, AND SALE OF
MEDICAL MARIJUANA TO REGISTERED CARDHOLDERS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ;
CREATING SEPARATE LICENSE CATEGORIES FOR CULTIVATION, MANUFACTURING, DISPENSING,
AND TRANSPORTING MARIJUANA; PROVIDING FOR EIGHT COMBINED-USE MARIJUANA LICENSES;
CREATING A MARIJUANA WORKER PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR A LOCAL-OPTION MARIJUANA EXCISE
TAX; REQUIRING LOCAL GOVERNMENT APPROVAL FOR A MARIJUANA BUSINESS TO OPERATE IN A
LOCAL JURISDICTION; PROVIDING APPROPRIATIONS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
PROVIDING FOR EXPUNGEMENT OF CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS RELATED TO MARIJUANA; PROVIDING
FOR CONTINGENT VOIDNESS; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-5-113, 3-5-115, 5-5-223, 5-5-227, 7-22-2101, 1564-101, 15-64-102, 15-64-103, 15-64-104, 15-64-105, 15-64-106, 15-64-111, 15-64-112, 16-12-101, 16-12102, 16-12-104, 16-12-105, 16-12-106, 16-12-107, 16-12-108, 16-12-109, 16-12-110, 16-12-111, 16-12-112,
16-12-113, 16-12-201, 16-12-202, 16-12-203, 16-12-204, 16-12-206, 16-12-207, 16-12-208, 16-12-209, 16-12210, 16-12-211, 16-12-301, 16-12-302, 18-7-101, 37-1-136, 37-1-316, 37-3-203, 39-2-210, 39-2-313, 39-71407, 41-5-216, 45-9-101, 45-9-102, 45-9-103, 45-9-110, 45-9-127, 45-9-203, 45-10-103, 45-10-107, 46-18-202,
50-46-302, 50-46-303, 50-46-307, 50-46-319, 50-46-345, 50-46-346, 50-46-347, 53-6-1201, 53-21-1207, 61-8402, 61-8-404, 61-8-405, 61-8-409, 61-8-442, 61-11-101, AND 80-1-104, MCA; AMENDING SECTION 56,
INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 190, APPROVED NOVEMBER 3, 2020; REPEALING SECTIONS 16-12-205, 1612-401, 16-12-402, 16-12-403, 16-12-404, 16-12-405, 16-12-406, 16-12-407, 16-12-408, 50-46-301, 50-46302, 50-46-303, 50-46-304, 50-46-305, 50-46-307, 50-46-308, 50-46-309, 50-46-310, 50-46-311, 50-46-312,
50-46-317, 50-46-318, 50-46-319, 50-46-320, 50-46-326, 50-46-327, 50-46-328, 50-46-329, 50-46-330, 50-46331, 50-46-332, 50-46-339, 50-46-340, 50-46-341, 50-46-342, 50-46-343, 50-46-344, 50-46-345, 50-46-346,
AND 50-46-347, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 37 AND 52, INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 190, APPROVED
NOVEMBER 3, 2020; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND TERMINATION DATES.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1.

Hotline. (1) The department shall create and maintain a hotline to receive reports of

suspected abuse of the provisions of this chapter.
(2)

An individual making a complaint must be a resident and shall provide the individual's name, street

address, and phone number.
(3)

(a) The department shall provide a copy of the complaint to the person or licensee that is the

subject of the complaint.
(b)

The department may not redact the individual's name or city of residence from the complaint copy.

(4)

The department may:

(a)

investigate reports of suspected abuse of the provisions of this chapter; or

(b)

refer reports of suspected abuse to the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction in the area

where the suspected abuse is occurring.

Section 2.

Department to conduct background checks. (1) In addition to any other requirement

imposed under this chapter, before issuing any license under this chapter the department shall conduct:
(a)

a fingerprint-based background check meeting the requirements for a fingerprint-based

background check by the department of justice and the federal bureau of investigation in association with an
application for initial licensure and every 5 years thereafter; and
(b)

a name-based background check in association with an application for initial licensure and each

year thereafter except years that an applicant is required to submit fingerprints for a fingerprint-based
background check.
(2)

For the purpose of the background records check required under subsection (1), the department

shall obtain fingerprints from each individual listed on an application submitted under this chapter and each
individual who has a controlling beneficial ownership or financial interest in the license or prospective license,
including:
(a)

each partner of an applicant that is a limited partnership;
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(b)

each member of an applicant that is a limited liability company;

(c)

each director and officer of an applicant that is a corporation;

(d)

each individual who holds a 5% financial interest in the license applicant or is a controlling

beneficial owner of the person applying for the license; and
(e)

each individual who is a partner, member, director, or officer of a legal entity that holds a 5%

financial interest in the license applicant or is a controlling beneficial owner of the person applying for the
license.
(3)

(a) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), an employee of a marijuana business shall undergo a

criminal background check prior to beginning employment.
(b) An employee of a former medical marijuana licensee in good standing with the department as of
[the effective date of this section] shall undergo a criminal background check within 90 days of [the effective
date of this section].
(4)

The department may establish procedures for obtaining fingerprints for the fingerprint-based and

name-based background checks required under this section.

Section 3.

Licensing of marijuana transporters. (1) (a) A marijuana transporter license may be

issued to a person to provide logistics, distribution, delivery, and storage of marijuana and marijuana products.
A marijuana transporter license is valid for 2 years. A licensed marijuana transporter is responsible for the
marijuana and marijuana products once it takes control of the marijuana or marijuana product.
(b)

A marijuana transporter may contract with multiple licensed marijuana businesses.

(c)

On or after March 1, 2022, and except as otherwise provided in this section, all persons who

transport marijuana or marijuana products shall hold a valid marijuana transporter license. The department shall
begin accepting applications on or after January 1, 2022. The department may allow for a reasonable grace
period for complying with this requirement.
(d)

The department shall establish by rule the requirements for licensure, and the applicable fee for a

marijuana transporter license or the renewal of a transporter license. The department may not license a person
to be a marijuana transporter if the applicant meets any of the criteria established for denial of a license under
16-12-203(2).
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(2)

A person who is not licensed under this chapter must apply for and obtain a marijuana transporter

license in order to transport marijuana or marijuana products.
(3)

A registered cardholder or consumer is not required to possess a marijuana transporter license

when purchasing marijuana or marijuana products at a dispensary.
(4)

A person who obtains a cultivator license, manufacturer license, adult-use dispensary license,

medical marijuana dispensary license, or testing laboratory license or is an employee of one of those licensees,
may:
(a)

transport marijuana or marijuana products between other licensed premises without a transporter

license so long as such transportation:
(i)

complies with rules implementing the seed-to-sale tracking system set forth in 16-12-105; and

(ii) includes a printed manifest containing information as required by the department; and
(b)

deliver marijuana from a dispensary to a registered cardholder provided that the person delivering

the marijuana or marijuana products:
(i)

complies with rules adopted by the department; and

(ii) includes a printed delivery manifest from a dispensary to a registered cardholder containing the
registered cardholder's address and cardholder number and the dispensary’s address and license number.
(5)

(a) A marijuana transporter licensee may maintain a licensed premises to temporarily store

marijuana and marijuana products and to use as a centralized distribution point in a jurisdiction where the local
government approval provisions contained in 16-12-301 have been satisfied or in a county in which the majority
of voters voted to approve Initiative Measure No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general election.
(b)

The licensed premises must be located in a jurisdiction that permits the operation of a marijuana

business and comply with rules adopted by the department.
(c)

A marijuana transporter may store and distribute marijuana and marijuana products from this

location. A storage facility must meet the same security requirements that are required to obtain a license under
this chapter.
(6)

A marijuana transporter shall use the seed-to-sale tracking system developed pursuant to 16-12-

105 to create shipping manifests documenting the transport of retail marijuana and retail marijuana products
throughout the state.
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(7)

A marijuana transporter may deliver marijuana or marijuana products to licensed premises or

registered cardholders only and may not make deliveries of marijuana or marijuana products to individual
consumers.
(8)

A person delivering marijuana or marijuana products for a marijuana transporter must possess a

valid marijuana worker permit provided for under [section 7] and be a current employee of the marijuana
transporter licensee.

Section 4.

Licensing of cultivators. (1) (a) The department shall license cultivators according to a

tiered canopy system. Except as provided in subsection (6), all cultivation that is licensed under this chapter
may only occur at an indoor cultivation facility.
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (6), the system shall include, at a minimum, the following

license types:
(i)

A micro tier canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 250 square feet at one indoor cultivation

facility.
(ii) A tier 1 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 1,000 square feet at one indoor cultivation
facility.
(iii) A tier 2 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 2,500 square feet at up to two indoor cultivation
facilities.
(iv) A tier 3 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 5,000 square feet at up to three indoor
cultivation facilities.
(v)

A tier 4 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 7,500 square feet at up to four indoor

cultivation facilities.
(vi) A tier 5 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 10,000 square feet at up to five indoor
cultivation facilities.
(vii) A tier 6 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 13,000 square feet at up to five indoor
cultivation facilities.
(viii) A tier 7 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 15,000 square feet at up to five indoor
cultivation facilities.
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(ix) A tier 8 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 17,500 square feet at up to five indoor

cultivation facilities.
(x) A tier 9 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 20,000 square feet at up to six indoor cultivation
facilities.
(xi)

A tier 10 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 30,000 square feet at up to seven indoor

cultivation facilities.
(xii) A tier 11 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 40,000 square feet at up to eight indoor
cultivation facilities.
(xiv) A tier 12 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 50,000 square feet at up to nine indoor
cultivation facilities.
(c)

A cultivator shall demonstrate that the local government approval provisions in 16-12-301 have

been satisfied for the jurisdiction where each proposed indoor cultivation facility or facilities is or will be located
if a proposed facility would be located in a county in which the majority of voters voted against approval of
Initiative Measure No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general election.
(d)

When evaluating an initial or renewal license application, the department shall evaluate each

proposed indoor cultivation facility for compliance with the provisions of 16-12-207 and 16-12-210.
(e)

(i) Except as provided in subsection (1)(e)(iii), a cultivator who has reached capacity under the

existing license may apply to advance to the next licensing tier in conjunction with a regular renewal application
by demonstrating that:
(A)

the cultivator is using the full amount of canopy currently authorized;

(B)

the tracking system shows the cultivator is selling at least 80% of the marijuana produced by the

square footage of the cultivator's existing license over the 2 previous quarters or the cultivator can otherwise
demonstrate to the department that there is a market for the marijuana it seeks to produce; and
(C)

its proposed additional or expanded indoor cultivation facility or facilities are located in a

jurisdiction where the local government approval provisions contained in 16-12-301 have been satisfied or that
they are located in a county in which the majority of voters voted to approve Initiative Measure No. 190 in the
November 3, 2020, general election.
(ii) Except as provided in subsection (1)(e)(iii), the department may increase a licensure level by only
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one tier at a time.
(iii) Between January 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023, a cultivator may increase its licensure level by more
than one tier at a time, up to a tier 5 canopy license, without meeting the requirements of subsection (1)(e)(i)(A)
and (1)(e)(i)(B).
(iv) The department shall conduct an inspection of the cultivator's registered premises and proposed
premises within 30 days of receiving the application and before approving the application.
(f)

A marijuana business that has not been issued a license before July 1, 2023, must be initially

licensed at a tier 2 canopy license or lower.
(2)

The department is authorized to create additional tiers as necessary.

(3)

The department may adopt rules:

(a)

for inspection of proposed indoor cultivation facilities under subsection (1); and

(b)

for investigating owners or applicants for a determination of financial interest; and

(c)

in consultation with the department of agriculture and based on well-supported science, to require

licensees to adopt practices consistent with the prevention, introduction, and spread of insects, diseases, and
other plant pests into Montana.
(4)

Initial licensure and annual fees for these licensees are:

(a)

$1,000 for a cultivator with a micro tier canopy license;

(b)

$2,500 for a cultivator with a tier 1 canopy license;

(c)

$5,000 for a cultivator with a tier 2 canopy license;

(d)

$7,500 for a cultivator with a tier 3 canopy license;

(e)

$10,000 for a cultivator with a tier 4 canopy license;

(f)

$13,000 for a cultivator with a tier 5 canopy license;

(g)

$15,000 for a cultivator with a tier 6 canopy license;

(h)

$17,500 for a cultivator with a tier 7 canopy license;

(i)

$20,000 for a cultivator with a tier 8 canopy license;

(j)

$23,000 for a cultivator with a tier 9 canopy license;

(k)

$27,000 for a cultivator with a tier 10 canopy license;

(l)

$32,000 for a cultivator with a tier 11 canopy license; and
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(m)

$37,000 for a cultivator with a tier 12 canopy license.

(5)

The fee required under this part may be imposed based only on the tier of licensure and may not

be applied separately to each indoor cultivation facility used for cultivation under the licensure level.
(6)

A former medical marijuana licensee who engaged in outdoor cultivation before November 3,

2020, may continue to engage in outdoor cultivation.

Section 5.

Licensing of dispensaries. (1) Except as provided in 16-12-201(2), an applicant for a

dispensary license shall demonstrate that the local government approval provisions in 16-12-301 have been
satisfied in the jurisdiction where each proposed dispensary is located if the proposed dispensary would be
located in a county in which the majority of voters voted against approval of Initiative Measure No. 190 in the
November 3, 2020, general election.
(2)

When evaluating an initial or renewal application, the department shall evaluate each proposed

dispensary for compliance with the provisions of 16-12-207 and 16-12-210.
(3)

An adult-use dispensary licensee may operate at a shared location with a medical marijuana

dispensary if the adult-use dispensary and medical marijuana dispensary are owned by the same person.
(4)

A medical marijuana dispensary is authorized to sell exclusively to registered cardholders

marijuana, marijuana products, and live marijuana plants.
(5)

An adult-use dispensary is authorized to sell marijuana, marijuana products, and live marijuana

plants to consumers or registered cardholders.
(6)

The department shall charge a dispensary license fee for an initial application and at each

renewal. The dispensary license fee is $5,000 for each location that a licensee operates as an adult-use
dispensary or a medical marijuana dispensary.
(7)

The department may adopt rules:

(a)

for inspection of proposed dispensaries;

(b)

for investigating owners or applicants for a determination of financial interest; and

(c)

establishing or limiting the THC content of the marijuana or marijuana products that may be sold at

an adult-use dispensary or medical marijuana dispensary.
(8)

(a) Marijuana and marijuana products sold at a dispensary are regulated and sold on the basis of
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the concentration of THC in the products and not by weight.
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (8)(c), for purposes of this chapter, a single package is limited

(i)

for marijuana sold as flower, 1 ounce of usable marijuana. The total potential psychoactive THC of

to:

marijuana flower may not exceed 35%.
(ii) for a marijuana product sold as a capsule, no more than 100 milligrams of THC per capsule and no
more than 800 milligrams of THC per package.
(iii) for a marijuana product sold as a tincture, no more than 800 milligrams of THC;
(iv) for a marijuana product sold as an edible or a food product, no more than 100 milligrams of THC. A
single serving of an edible marijuana product may not exceed 10 milligrams of THC.
(v)

for a marijuana product sold as a topical product, a concentration of no more than 6% THC and no

more than 800 milligrams of THC per package;
(vi) for a marijuana product sold as a suppository or transdermal patch, no more than 100 milligrams of
THC per suppository or transdermal patch and no more than 800 milligrams of THC per package; and
(vii) for any other marijuana product, no more than 800 milligrams of THC.
(c)

A dispensary may sell marijuana or marijuana products having higher THC potency levels than

described in subsection (8) to registered cardholders.
(9)

A licensee or employee is prohibited from conducting a transaction that would result in a

consumer or registered cardholder exceeding the personal possession amounts set forth in 16-12-106 and
[section 16].

Section 6.

Combined-use marijuana licensing -- requirements. (1) The department may issue a

total of eight combined-use marijuana licenses to entities that are:
(a)

a federally recognized tribe located in the state; or

(b)

a business entity that is majority-owned by a federally recognized tribe located in the state.

(2)

A combined-use marijuana license consists of one tier 1 canopy license and one dispensary

license allowing for the operation of a dispensary. Cultivation and dispensary facilities must be located at the
same licensed premises.
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(3)

A combined-use marijuana licensee shall operate its cultivation and dispensary facilities on land

that is located:
(a)

within 150 air-miles of the exterior boundary of the associated tribal reservation or, for the Little

Shell Chippewa tribe only, within 150 air-miles of the tribal service area; and
(b)

in a county that has satisfied the local government approval provisions in 16-12-301 if the majority

of voters in the county voted against approval of Initiative Measure No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general
election.
(4)

An applicant under this section must satisfy all licensing requirements under this chapter and is

subject to all fees and taxes associated with the cultivation and sale of marijuana or marijuana products
provided for in this chapter.
(5)

A license granted under this section must be operated in compliance with all requirements

imposed under this chapter.
(6)

After a tribe or a majority-owned business of that tribe is licensed under this section, that tribe or

another majority-owned business of that tribe may not obtain another combined-use license until the prior
license is relinquished, lapses, or is revoked by the department.

Section 7.

Marijuana worker permit -- requirements. (1) A marijuana worker permit is required for

an employee who performs work for or on behalf of a marijuana business if the individual participates in any
aspect of the marijuana business.
(2)

(a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), a marijuana business may not allow an employee to

perform any work at the licensed premises until it has verified that that the employee has obtained a valid
marijuana worker permit issued in accordance with this chapter.
(b)

An employee of a former medical marijuana licensee in good standing with the department as of

[the effective date of this section] shall obtain a marijuana worker permit within 90 days of [the effective date of
this section].
(3)

An applicant for a marijuana worker permit shall submit:

(a)

an application on a form prescribed by the department with information including the applicant's:

(i)

name;
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(ii) mailing address;
(iii) date of birth;
(iv) signature; and
(v)

response to conviction history questions requested by the department;

(b)

a copy of a driver's license or identification card issued by one of the fifty states in the United

States or a passport;
(c)

annual proof of having passed training that includes identification, prevention, and reporting for

human trafficking, rules and regulations for legal sales of marijuana in Montana, and any other training required
by the department; and
(d)

a fee established by the department.

(4)

(a) Except as provided in subsection (4)(b), an application that does not contain the elements set

forth in subsection (3) is incomplete.
(b)

The department may review an application prior to receiving the fee but may not issue a permit

until the fee is received.
(5)

The department shall deny an initial or renewal application if the applicant:

(a)

is not 18 years of age or older;

(b)

has had a marijuana license or worker permit revoked for a violation of this chapter or any rule

adopted under this chapter within 2 years of the date of the application;
(c)

has violated any provision of this chapter; or

(d)

makes a false statement to the department.

(6)

An employee of a licensee shall carry the employee's worker permit at all times when performing

work on behalf of a marijuana business.
(7)

A person who holds a marijuana worker permit must notify the department in writing within 10

(a)

a conviction for a felony;

days of:

(b) the issuance of any citation for violating a marijuana law imposed under this chapter or the
marijuana laws of any other state; or
(c) the issuance of any citation for selling or dispensing alcohol or tobacco products to a minor.
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Section 8. Unlawful possession of marijuana, marijuana products, or marijuana paraphernalia
in motor vehicle on highway. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person commits the offense of
unlawful possession of marijuana, marijuana products, or marijuana paraphernalia in a motor vehicle if the
person knowingly possesses marijuana, marijuana products, or marijuana paraphernalia, as those terms are
defined in 16-12-102, within the passenger area of a motor vehicle on a highway.
(2)

This section does not apply to marijuana, marijuana products, or marijuana paraphernalia:

(a)

purchased from a dispensary and that remains in its unopened, original packaging;

(b)

in a locked glove compartment or storage compartment;

(c)

in a motor vehicle trunk or luggage compartment or in a truck bed or cargo compartment;

(d)

behind the last upright seat of a motor vehicle that is not equipped with a trunk; or

(e)

in a closed container in the area of a motor vehicle that is not equipped with a trunk and that is not

normally occupied by the driver or a passenger.
(3)

(a) A person convicted of the offense of unlawful possession of marijuana, marijuana products, or

marijuana paraphernalia in a motor vehicle shall be fined an amount not to exceed $100.
(b)

A violation of this section is not a criminal offense within the meaning of 3-1-317, 3-1-318, 45-2-

101, 46-18-236, 61-8-104, or 61-8-711 and may not be recorded or charged against a driver's record, and an
insurance company may not hold a violation of this section against the insured or increase premiums because
of the violation. The surcharges provided for in 3-1-317, 3-1-318, and 46-18-236 may not be imposed for a
violation of this section.

Section 9.
(1)

Purpose. The purpose of [sections 9 through 23] is to:

provide a regulatory system for providing marijuana for the use of individuals with debilitating

medical conditions, including posttraumatic stress disorder, in order to alleviate the symptoms of the debilitating
medical condition;
(2)

allow for the limited cultivation, manufacture, delivery, and possession of marijuana as permitted

by this chapter;
(3)

allow persons to assist registered cardholders with the cultivation of marijuana and manufacture of
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marijuana products permitted by this chapter.
(4)

provide for a registry of individuals with debilitating medical conditions entitled to purchase

marijuana and marijuana products at the tax rate specified in 15-64-102; and
(5)

provide the process for obtaining a registry identification card.

Section 10.

Definitions. As used in [sections 9 through 23], the following definitions apply:

(1)

"Referral physician" means an individual who:

(a)

is licensed under Title 37, chapter 3; and

(b)

is the physician to whom a patient's treating physician has referred the patient for physical

examination and medical assessment.
(2)

"Standard of care" means, at a minimum, the following activities when undertaken in person or

through the use of telemedicine by a patient's treating physician or referral physician if the treating physician or
referral physician is providing written certification for a patient with a debilitating medical condition:
(a)

obtaining the patient's medical history;

(b)

performing a relevant and necessary physical examination;

(c)

reviewing prior treatment and treatment response for the debilitating medical condition;

(d)

obtaining and reviewing any relevant and necessary diagnostic test results related to the

debilitating medical condition;
(e)

discussing with the patient and ensuring that the patient understands the advantages,

disadvantages, alternatives, potential adverse effects, and expected response to the recommended treatment;
(f)

monitoring the response to treatment and possible adverse effects; and

(g)

creating and maintaining patient records that remain with the physician.

(3)

"Telemedicine" has the meaning provided in 37-3-102.

(4)

"Treating physician" means an individual who:

(a)

is licensed under Title 37, chapter 3; and

(b)

has a bona fide professional relationship with the individual applying to be a registered cardholder.

(5) "Written certification" means a statement signed by a treating physician or referral physician that
meets the requirements of [section 13] and is provided in a manner that meets the standard of care.
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Section 11.

Medical marijuana registry -- department responsibilities -- issuance of cards --

confidentiality. (1) The department shall establish and maintain a registry of persons who receive registry
identification cards under [sections 9 through 23].
(2)

The department shall issue registry identification cards to Montana residents who have debilitating

medical conditions and who submit applications meeting the requirements of [sections 9 through 23].
(3)
(i)

(a) Registry identification cards issued pursuant to [sections 9 through 23] must:
be laminated and produced on a material capable of lasting for the duration of the time period for

which the card is valid;
(ii) state the name, address, and date of birth of the registered cardholder;
(iii) indicate whether the cardholder is obtaining marijuana and marijuana products through the system
of licensed cultivators, manufacturers, or dispensaries;
(iv) state the date of issuance and the expiration date of the registry identification card;
(v)

contain a unique identification number; and

(vi) contain other information that the department may specify by rule.
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (3)(c), in addition to complying with subsection (3)(a), registry

identification cards issued pursuant to this part must:
(i)

include a picture of the registered cardholder; and

(ii) be capable of being used to track registered cardholder purchases.
(c)

(i) The department shall issue a temporary registry identification card on receipt of an application.

The cards are valid for 60 days and are exempt from the requirements of subsection (3)(b). Printing of the
temporary registry identification cards is exempt from the provisions of Title 18, chapter 7.
(ii) A card may be issued before an applicant's payment of the fee has cleared. The department shall
cancel the temporary registry identification card after 60 days and may not issue a permanent registry
identification card until the fee is paid.
(4)

(a) The department shall review the information contained in an application or renewal submitted

pursuant to this part and shall approve or deny an application or renewal within 30 days of receiving the
application or renewal and all related application materials.
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(b)

If the department fails to act on a completed application within 30 days of receipt, the department

shall refund the fee paid by an applicant for a registry identification card.
(c)

Applications that are not processed within 30 days of receipt remain active until the department

takes final action.
(d)

The department shall issue a registry identification card within 5 days of approving an application

or renewal.
(5)

Review of a rejection of an application or renewal may be conducted as a contested case hearing

pursuant to the provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.
(6)

Registry identification cards expire 1 year after the date of issuance unless a physician has

provided a written certification stating that a card is valid for a shorter period of time.
(7)

(a) A registered cardholder shall notify the department of any change in the cardholder's name,

address, or physician, or a change in the status of the cardholder's debilitating medical condition within 10 days
of the change.
(b)

If a change occurs and is not reported to the department, the registry identification card is void.

(8)

The department shall maintain a confidential list of individuals to whom the department has issued

registry identification cards. Individual names and other identifying information on the list must be confidential
and is not subject to disclosure, except to:
(a)

authorized employees of the department as necessary to perform the official duties of the

department;
(b)

authorized employees of state or local government agencies, including law enforcement agencies,

only as necessary to verify that an individual is a lawful possessor of a registry identification card;
(c)

a judge, magistrate, or other authorized judicial officer in response to an order requiring disclosure;

(d)

another person or entity when the information pertains to a cardholder who has given written

and

consent to the release and has specified:
(i)

the type of information to be released; and

(ii) the person or entity to whom it may be released.
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Section 12.

Individuals with debilitating medical conditions -- requirements -- minors --

limitations. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) through (5), the department shall issue a registry
identification card to an individual with a debilitating medical condition who submits the following, in accordance
with department rules:
(a)

an application on a form prescribed by the department;

(b)

an application fee or a renewal fee;

(c)

the individual's name, street address, and date of birth;

(d)

proof of Montana residency;

(e)

a statement, on a form prescribed by the department, that the individual will not divert to any other

individual the marijuana or marijuana products that the individual cultivates, manufactures, or obtains through
the system of licensed providers for the individual's debilitating medical condition;
(f)

the name of the individual's treating physician or referral physician and the street address and

telephone number of the physician's office;
(g)

the street address where the individual is cultivating marijuana or manufacturing marijuana

products if the individual is cultivating marijuana or manufacturing marijuana products for the individual's own
use; and
(h)

the written certification and accompanying statements from the individual's treating physician or

referral physician as required pursuant to [section 13].
(2)

The department shall issue a registry identification card to a minor if the materials required under

subsection (1) are submitted and the minor's custodial parent or legal guardian with responsibility for health
care decisions:
(a)

provides proof of legal guardianship and responsibility for health care decisions if the individual is

submitting an application as the minor's legal guardian with responsibility for health care decisions; and
(b)
(i)

signs and submits a written statement that:
the minor's treating physician or referral physician has explained to the minor and to the minor's

custodial parent or legal guardian with responsibility for health care decisions the potential risks and benefits of
the use of marijuana;
(ii) indicates whether the minor's custodial parent or legal guardian will be obtaining marijuana or
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marijuana products for the minor through the system of licensed dispensaries provided for in this chapter; and
(iii) the minor's custodial parent or legal guardian with responsibility for health care decisions:
(A)

consents to the use of marijuana by the minor;

(B)

agrees to control the acquisition of marijuana and the dosage and frequency of the use of

marijuana by the minor; and
(C)

agrees that the minor will use only marijuana products and will not smoke marijuana;

(c)

if the parent or guardian will be serving as the minor's cultivator, undergoes background checks in

accordance with subsection (3). The parent or legal guardian shall pay the costs of the background check and
may not obtain a license under this chapter if the parent or legal guardian does not meet the requirements set
forth in this chapter.
(d)

pledges, on a form prescribed by the department, not to divert to any individual any marijuana

purchased for the minor's use in a marijuana product.
(3)

A parent serving as a minor's cultivator shall submit fingerprints to facilitate a fingerprint and

background check by the department of justice and federal bureau of investigation upon the minor's initial
application for a registry identification card and every 5 years after that. The department shall conduct a namebased background check in years when a fingerprint background check is not required.
(4)

An application for a registry identification card for a minor must be accompanied by the written

certification and accompanying statements required pursuant to [section 13] from a second physician in
addition to the minor's treating physician or referral physician, unless the minor's treating physician or referral
physician is an oncologist, neurologist, or epileptologist.
(5)

An individual may not be a registered cardholder if the individual is in the custody of or under the

supervision of the department of corrections or a youth court.

Section 13.

Written certification -- accompanying statements. (1) The written certification

provided by a physician must be made on a form prescribed by the department and signed and dated by the
physician. The written certification must:
(a)

include the physician's name, license number, and office address and telephone number on file

with the board of medical examiners and the physician's business e-mail address, if any; and
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(b)

the name, date of birth, and debilitating medical condition of the patient for whom the physician is

providing written certification.
(2)

A treating physician or referral physician who is providing written certification for a patient shall

provide a statement initialed by the physician that must:
(a)
(i)

confirm that the physician is:
the patient's treating physician and that the patient has been under the physician's ongoing medical

care as part of a bona fide professional relationship with the patient; or
(ii) the patient's referral physician;
(b)

confirm that the patient suffers from a debilitating medical condition;

(c)

describe the debilitating medical condition, why the condition is debilitating, and the extent to

which it is debilitating;
(d)

confirm that the physician has assumed primary responsibility for providing management and

routine care of the patient's debilitating medical condition after obtaining a comprehensive medical history and
conducting a physical examination, whether in person or, in accordance with subsection (4), through the use of
telemedicine, that included a personal review of any medical records maintained by other physicians and that
may have included the patient's reaction and response to conventional medical therapies;
(e)

describe the medications, procedures, and other medical options used to treat the condition;

(f)

confirm that the physician has reviewed all prescription and nonprescription medications and

supplements used by the patient and has considered the potential drug interaction with marijuana;
(g)

state that the physician has a reasonable degree of certainty that the patient's debilitating medical

condition would be alleviated by the use of marijuana and that, as a result, the patient would be likely to benefit
from the use of marijuana;
(h)

confirm that the physician has explained the potential risks and benefits of the use of marijuana to

the patient;
(i)

list restrictions on the patient's activities due to the use of marijuana;

(j)

specify the time period for which the use of marijuana would be appropriate, up to a maximum of 1

(k)

state that the physician will:

year;
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(i)

continue to serve as the patient's treating physician or referral physician; and

(ii) monitor the patient's response to the use of marijuana and evaluate the efficacy of the treatment;
and
(l)

contain an attestation that the information provided in the written certification and accompanying

statements is true and correct.
(3)

A physician who is the second physician recommending marijuana for use by a minor shall submit:

(a)

a statement initialed by the physician that the physician conducted a comprehensive review of the

minor's medical records as maintained by the treating physician or referral physician;
(b)

a statement that in the physician's professional opinion, the potential benefits of the use of

marijuana would likely outweigh the health risks for the minor; and
(c)

an attestation that the information provided in the written certification and accompanying

statements is true and correct.
(4)

A physician who is providing written certification through the use of telemedicine:

(a)

shall comply with the administrative rules adopted for telemedicine by the board of medical

examiners provided for in 2-15-1731; and
(b)

may not use an audio-only visit unless the physician has first established a physician-patient

relationship through an in-person encounter.
(5)

If the written certification states that marijuana should be used for less than 1 year, the department

shall issue a registry identification card that is valid for the period specified in the written certification.

Section 14.

Registry identification card to be exhibited on demand -- photo identification

required. (1) A registered cardholder shall keep the individual's registry identification card in the individual's
immediate possession at all times. The registry identification card and a valid photo identification must be
displayed upon demand of a law enforcement officer, justice of the peace, or city or municipal judge.
(2)

The department shall ensure that law enforcement officers have access to accurate and up-to-

date information on persons registered under [sections 9 through 23].
(3)

Beginning on January 1, 2022, a registered cardholder may request, at their next annual renewal,

that the department include on his or her registry identification card the name of up to two individuals who are
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authorized to acquire and deliver marijuana or marijuana products to the cardholder from a licensed dispensary.
Any individual so identified must be at least 21 years of age, possess the registry identification card at all
relevant times, and otherwise comply with the daily possession limits set forth in this chapter and rules adopted
by the department.

Section 15.

Health care facility procedures for patients with marijuana for use. (1) (a) A health

care facility as defined in 50-5-101 shall take the following measures when a patient who is a registered
cardholder has marijuana in the patient's possession upon admission to the health care facility:
(i)

require the patient to remove the marijuana from the premises before the patient is admitted if the

patient is able to do so; or
(ii) make a reasonable effort to contact the patient's cultivator, manufacturer, or medical marijuana
dispensary, court-appointed guardian, or individual with a power of attorney, if any.
(b)

If a patient is unable to remove the marijuana or the health care facility is unable to contact an

individual as provided in subsection (1)(a), the facility shall contact the local law enforcement agency having
jurisdiction in the area where the facility is located.
(2)

A cultivator, manufacturer, or medical marijuana dispensary, court-appointed guardian, or

individual with a power of attorney, if any, contacted by a health care facility shall remove the marijuana and
deliver it to the patient's residence.
(3)

A law enforcement agency contacted by a health care facility shall respond by removing and

destroying the marijuana.
(4)

A health care facility may not be charged for costs related to removal of the marijuana from the

facility's premises.

Section 16. Legal protections -- allowable amounts. (1) (a) A registered cardholder who has
elected to obtain marijuana and marijuana products through the system of licensed cultivators, manufacturers,
or dispensaries may:
(i)

possess up to 1 ounce of usable marijuana; and

(ii) purchase a maximum of 5 ounces of usable marijuana a month and no more than 1 ounce of
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usable marijuana a day.
(b)

(i) A registered cardholder may petition the department for an exception to the monthly limit on

purchases. The request must be accompanied by a confirmation from the physician who signed the
cardholder's written certification that the cardholder's debilitating medical condition warrants purchase of an
amount exceeding the monthly limit.
(ii) If the department approves an exception to the limit, the approval must establish the monthly
amount of usable marijuana that the cardholder may purchase and the limit must be entered into the seed-tosale tracking system.
(2)

Except as provided in 16-12-108 and subject to the provisions of subsection (7) of this section, an

individual who possesses a registry identification card issued pursuant to [sections 9 through 23] may not be
arrested, prosecuted, or penalized in any manner or be denied any right or privilege, including but not limited to
civil penalty or disciplinary action by a professional licensing board or the department of labor and industry,
solely because:
(a)

the person cultivates, manufactures, possesses, or transports marijuana in the amounts allowed

under this section; or
(b)

the registered cardholder acquires or uses marijuana.

(3)

A physician may not be arrested, prosecuted, or penalized in any manner or be denied any right or

privilege, including but not limited to civil penalty or disciplinary action by the board of medical examiners or the
department of labor and industry, solely for providing written certification for a patient with a debilitating medical
condition.
(4)

Nothing in this section prevents the imposition of a civil penalty or a disciplinary action by a

professional licensing board or the department of labor and industry if:
(a)

a registered cardholder's use of marijuana impairs the cardholder's job-related performance; or

(b)

a physician violates the standard of care or other requirements of [sections 9 through 23].

(5)

(a) An individual may not be arrested or prosecuted for constructive possession, conspiracy as

provided in 45-4-102, or other provisions of law or any other offense solely for being in the presence or vicinity
of the use of marijuana and marijuana products as permitted under [sections 9 through 23].
(b)

This subsection (5) does not prevent the arrest or prosecution of an individual who is in the vicinity
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of a registered cardholder's use of marijuana if the individual is in possession of or is using marijuana in excess
of the amounts otherwise provided in this chapter and is not a registered cardholder.
(6)

Possession of or application for a registry identification card does not alone constitute probable

cause to search the person or individual or the property of the person or individual or otherwise subject the
person or individual or property of the person or individual possessing or applying for the card to inspection by
any governmental agency, including a law enforcement agency.
(7)

The provisions of this section relating to protection from arrest or prosecution do not apply to an

individual unless the individual has obtained a registry identification card prior to an arrest or the filing of a
criminal charge. It is not a defense to a criminal charge that an individual obtains a registry identification card
after an arrest or the filing of a criminal charge.
(8)

(a) A registered cardholder is presumed to be engaged in the use of marijuana as allowed by

[sections 9 through 23] if the person:
(i)

is in possession of a valid registry identification card; and

(ii) is in possession of an amount of marijuana that does not exceed the amount permitted under
[sections 9 through 23].
(b)

The presumption may be rebutted by evidence that the possession of marijuana was not for the

purpose of alleviating the symptoms or effects of a registered cardholder's debilitating medical condition and
exceeded the allowable amount of marijuana otherwise provided for in [sections 9 through 23].

Section 17.

Prohibitions on physician affiliation with licensees -- sanctions. (1) (a) A physician

who provides written certifications may not:
(i)

accept or solicit anything of value, including monetary remuneration, from a person licensed under

this chapter;
(ii) offer a discount or any other thing of value to a patient who uses or agrees to use a person licensed
under this chapter; or
(iii) examine a patient for the purposes of diagnosing a debilitating medical condition at a licensed
premises or a testing laboratory.
(b)

Subsection (1)(a) does not prevent a physician from accepting a fee for providing medical care to
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a person licensed under this chapter if the physician charges the individual the same fee that the physician
charges other patients for providing a similar level of medical care.
(2)

A person licensed under this chapter may not:

(a)

arrange for a physician to conduct a physical examination or review of medical records required

under [sections 9 through 23], either in the physician's office or at another location; or
(b)

pay all or a portion of the costs for an individual to be seen by a physician for the purposes of

obtaining a written certification.
(3)

If the department has cause to believe that a physician has violated this section, has violated a

provision of rules adopted pursuant to [sections 9 through 23], or has not met the standard of care required
under [sections 9 through 23], the department may refer the matter to the board of medical examiners provided
for in 2-15-1731 for review pursuant to 37-1-308.
(4)

A violation of this section constitutes unprofessional conduct under 37-1-316. If the board of

medical examiners finds that a physician has violated this section, the board shall restrict the physician's
authority to provide written certification for the use of marijuana. The board of medical examiners shall notify the
department of the sanction.
(5)

If the board of medical examiners believes a physician's practices may harm the public health,

safety, or welfare, the board may summarily restrict a physician's authority to provide written certification for the
use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition.
(6)

(a) If the department has reason to believe a person licensed under this chapter has violated this

section, the department shall refer the matter to the law enforcement entity and county attorney having
jurisdiction where the person licensed under this chapter is doing business.
(b)

If a person licensed under this chapter is found to have violated the provisions of this section, the

department shall revoke the person's license. A person whose license has been revoked for a violation of this
section is prohibited from reapplying for licensure under this chapter.
(7)

(a) A law enforcement entity or county attorney who investigates a suspected violation of this

section shall report the results of the investigation to the department.
(b)

The department may receive the results of this investigation even if the information constitutes

confidential criminal justice information as defined in 44-5-103.
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Section 18.

Unlawful conduct by cardholders -- penalties. (1) The department shall revoke and

may not reissue the registry identification card of an individual who:
(a)

is convicted of a drug offense; or

(b)

allows another individual to be in possession of the individual's:

(i)

registry identification card, except as provided for in [section 14]; or

(ii) mature marijuana plants, seedlings, usable marijuana, or marijuana products.
(2)

If no other penalty is specified under [sections 9 through 23], a registered cardholder who violates

[sections 9 through 23] is punishable by a fine not to exceed $500 or by imprisonment in a county jail for a term
not to exceed 6 months, or both, unless otherwise provided in [sections 9 through 23] or unless the violation
would constitute a violation of Title 45. An offense constituting a violation of Title 45 must be charged and
prosecuted pursuant to the provisions of Title 45.
(3)

Review of a department action imposing a fine, suspension, or revocation under this section must

be conducted as a contested case hearing under the provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.

Section 19. Fraudulent representation -- penalties. (1) In addition to any other penalties provided
by law, an individual who fraudulently represents to a law enforcement official that the individual is a registered
cardholder is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for a term not to exceed 1
year or a fine not to exceed $1,000, or both.
(2)

A physician who purposely and knowingly misrepresents any information required under [section

13] is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for a term not to exceed 1 year or a
fine not to exceed $1,000, or both.

Section 20.

Confidentiality of registry information -- penalty. (1) Except as provided in 37-3-203,

a person, including an employee or official of the department, commits the offense of disclosure of confidential
information related to registry information if the person knowingly or purposely discloses confidential information
in violation of [sections 9 through 23].
(2)

A person convicted of a violation of this section shall be fined not to exceed $1,000 or imprisoned
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in the county jail for a term not to exceed 6 months, or both.

Section 21. Law enforcement authority. Nothing in this chapter may be construed to limit a law
enforcement agency's ability to investigate unlawful activity in relation to an individual with a registry
identification card.

Section 22. Legislative monitoring. (1) The economic affairs interim committee shall provide
oversight of the department's activities pursuant to [sections 9 through 23], including but not limited to
monitoring of:
(a)

the number of registered cardholders; and

(b)

the number and type of violations committed by registered cardholders, together with the penalties

imposed upon registered cardholders by the department.
(2)

The committee shall identify issues likely to require future legislative attention and develop

legislation to present to the next regular session of the legislature.
(3)

(a) The department shall periodically report to the economic affairs interim committee and submit

a report to the legislative clearinghouse, as provided in 5-11-210, on persons who are registered pursuant to
[sections 9 through 23]. The report must include:
(i)

the number of applications for registry identification cards and the number of registered

cardholders approved;
(ii) the nature of the debilitating medical conditions of the cardholders;
(iii)

the number of registry identification cards and licenses revoked; and

(iv) the number of physicians providing written certification for registered cardholders and the number
of written certifications each physician has provided.
(b)

The report may not provide any identifying information of cardholders or physicians.

(4)

The board of medical examiners shall report annually to the economic affairs interim committee on

the number and types of complaints the board has received involving physician practices in providing written
certification for the use of marijuana, pursuant to 37-3-203.
(5)

The reports provided for in subsections (3) and (4) must also be provided to the revenue interim
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committee provided for in 5-5-227.

Section 23.

Rulemaking authority -- fees. The department may adopt rules to implement [sections

9 through 23] as authorized in this section to specify:
(1)

the manner in which the department will consider applications for registry identification cards for

individuals with debilitating medical conditions and renewal of registry identification cards;
(2)

the acceptable forms of proof of Montana residency;

(3)

notice and contested case hearing procedures for fines or registry identification card revocation,

suspension, or modification;
(4)

the procedures for obtaining fingerprints for the fingerprint and background check required under

[section 12];
(5)

the amount of usable marijuana that a registered cardholder who has elected not to use the

system of licensees provided for under this chapter may possess; and
(6)

the fees for cardholders. The annual cardholder license fee may not be less than $20.

Section 24. Section 5-5-223, MCA, is amended to read:
"5-5-223. Economic affairs interim committee. (1) The economic affairs interim committee has
administrative rule review, draft legislation review, program evaluation, and monitoring functions for the
following executive branch agencies and the entities attached to agencies for administrative purposes:
(a) department of agriculture;
(b) department of commerce;
(c) department of labor and industry;
(d) department of livestock;
(e) office of the state auditor and insurance commissioner;
(f) office of economic development;
(g) the state compensation insurance fund provided for in 39-71-2313, including the board of directors
of the state compensation insurance fund established in 2-15-1019;
(h) the division of banking and financial institutions provided for in 32-1-211; and
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(i) the division of the department of revenue that administers the Montana Alcoholic Beverage Code

and the Montana Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act.
(2) The state compensation insurance fund shall annually provide to the committee a report on its
budget as approved by the state compensation insurance fund board of directors."

Section 25. Section 3-5-113, MCA, is amended to read:
"3-5-113.

Judges pro tempore -- special masters -- scope of authority in criminal and civil

cases. (1) (a) A civil action in the district court may be tried by a judge pro tempore or special master, who
must be a member of the bar of the state, agreed upon in writing by the parties litigant or their attorneys of
record, appointed by the court as provided in 3-5-115 or 3-20-102, or [section 102] and sworn to try the cause
before entering upon the duties in trying the cause.
(b)

The judge pro tempore or special master has the authority and power of an elected district court

judge in the particular civil action tried in the manner provided for in this subsection (1). All proceedings before
a judge pro tempore or special master must be conducted in accordance with the rules of evidence and
procedure governing district courts.
(c)

Any order, judgment, or decree made or rendered in a civil case by the judge pro tempore or

special master has the same force and effect as if made or rendered by the district court with the regular judge
presiding.
(2)

(a) Preliminary, nondispositive proceedings in criminal actions in a district court may be

conducted by a judge pro tempore or special master. The judge pro tempore or special master in a criminal
case must be appointed by a district court judge or judges as provided in 3-5-122.
(b)

All proceedings before a judge pro tempore or special master in a criminal case must be

conducted in accordance with the rules of evidence and procedure governing district courts.
(c)

The judge pro tempore or special master in a criminal case has the authority and power of a

district court judge to issue orders pursuant to Title 46, chapter 9, concerning bail and conditions of release or
detention of persons pending trial, and to conduct arraignments, initial appearances on warrants, and initial
appearances on probation revocations. An order made by the judge pro tempore or special master in a criminal
case has the same force and effect as if made by a district court judge.
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(d)

Within 10 days after issuance of an order by a judge pro tempore or special master in a criminal

case, a party may object to the order as provided by rules of court and a district court judge shall make a de
novo determination of that portion of the order to which objection is made. The district court judge may accept,
reject, or modify the order in whole or in part. The district court judge may also receive further evidence or
recommit the matter to the judge pro tempore or special master with instructions.
(e)

All proceedings before a judge pro tempore or special master in a criminal case must be

conducted in a suitable room in the courthouse, subject to the provisions of Title 46 relating to the use of twoway electronic audio-video communication. All records must be filed and kept in accordance with the rules
governing the district court."

Section 26. Section 3-5-115, MCA, is amended to read:
"3-5-115.

Agreement, petition, and appointment of judge pro tempore -- waiver of jury trial. (1)

Prior to trial and upon written agreement of all the parties to a civil action, the parties may petition for the
appointment of a judge pro tempore. Except as provided in 3-20-102, if the district court judge having
jurisdiction over the case where the action was filed finds that the appointment is in the best interest of the
parties and serves justice, the district court judge may appoint the judge pro tempore nominated by the parties
to preside over the whole action or any aspect of the action as if the regular district court judge were presiding.
(2)

Except as provided in 3-20-102, an appointment of a judge pro tempore constitutes a waiver of the

right to trial by jury by any party having the right.
(3)

The supreme court shall appoint the asbestos claims judge as provided in 3-20-102.

(4)

The supreme court shall appoint a judge to determine the expungement or resentencing of

marijuana convictions as provided in [section 102]."

Section 26. Section 5-5-227, MCA, is amended to read:
"5-5-227.

Revenue interim committee -- powers and duties -- revenue estimating and use of

estimates. (1) The revenue interim committee has administrative rule review, draft legislation review, program
evaluation, and monitoring functions for the state tax appeal board established in 2-15-1015 and for the
department of revenue and the entities attached to the department for administrative purposes, except the
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division divisions of the department that administers administer the Montana Alcoholic Beverage Code and the
Montana Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act.
(2)

(a) The committee must have prepared by December 1 for introduction during each regular

session of the legislature in which a revenue bill is under consideration an estimate of the amount of revenue
projected to be available for legislative appropriation.
(b)

The committee may prepare for introduction during a special session of the legislature in which a

revenue bill or an appropriation bill is under consideration an estimate of the amount of projected revenue. The
revenue estimate is considered a subject specified in the call of a special session under 5-3-101.
(3)

The committee's estimate, as introduced in the legislature, constitutes the legislature's current

revenue estimate until amended or until final adoption of the estimate by both houses. It is intended that the
legislature's estimates and the assumptions underlying the estimates will be used by all agencies with
responsibilities for estimating revenue or costs, including the preparation of fiscal notes.
(4)

The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the committee. The committee

may request the assistance of the staffs of the office of the legislative fiscal analyst, the legislative auditor, the
department of revenue, and any other agency that has information regarding any of the tax or revenue bases of
the state.
(5)

The committee shall review tax credits [scheduled to expire] as provided in 15-30-2303."

Section 28. Section 7-22-2101, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-22-2101. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following
definitions apply:
(1)

"Board" means a district weed board created under 7-22-2103.

(2)

"Commissioners" means the board of county commissioners.

(3)

"Coordinator" means the person employed by the county to conduct the district noxious weed

management program and supervise other district employees.
(4)

"Department" means the department of agriculture provided for in 2-15-3001.

(5)

"District" means a weed management district organized under 7-22-2102.

(6)

"Integrated weed management program" means a program designed for the long-term
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management and control of weeds using a combination of techniques, including hand-pulling, cultivation, use of
herbicide, use of biological control, mechanical treatment, prescribed grazing, prescribed burning, education,
prevention, and revegetation.
(7)

"Native plant" means a plant indigenous to the state of Montana.

(8)

"Native plant community" means an assemblage of native plants occurring in a natural habitat.

(9)

(a) "Noxious weeds" or "weeds" means any exotic plant species established or that may be

introduced in the state that may render land unfit for agriculture, forestry, livestock, wildlife, or other beneficial
uses or that may harm native plant communities and that is designated:
(i)

as a statewide noxious weed by rule of the department; or

(ii) as a district noxious weed by a board, following public notice of intent and a public hearing.
(b)

A weed designated by rule of the department as a statewide noxious weed must be considered

noxious in every district of the state.
(c)

Marijuana, as defined in 16-12-102, may not be considered a noxious weed.

(10) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, or state or local government
agency or subdivision owning, occupying, or controlling any land, easement, or right-of-way, including any
county, state, or federally owned and controlled highway, drainage or irrigation ditch, spoil bank, barrow pit, or
right-of-way for a canal or lateral.
(11) "Weed management" or "control" means the use of an integrated weed management program for
the containment, suppression, and, where possible, eradication of noxious weeds."

Section 29. Section 15-64-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-64-101. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions apply:
(1)

"Adult-use dispensary" has the meaning provided in 16-12-102.

(1)(2)

"Department" means the department of revenue provided for in 2-15-1301.

(3)

"Dispensary" means an adult-use dispensary or a medical marijuana dispensary.

(4)

"Licensee" means a licensee operating an adult-use dispensary or a medical marijuana

dispensary.
(5)

"Marijuana" has the meaning provided in 16-12-102.
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(2) (6)

"Marijuana product" means marijuana as defined in 50-32-101 and marijuana-infused products

as defined in 50-46-302 has the meaning provided in 16-12-102.
(3)

"Marijuana product provider" means provider or a marijuana-infused products provider as those

terms are defined in 50-46-302.
(7)

"Medical marijuana dispensary" has the meaning provided in 16-12-102.

(4)(8)

"Person" means an individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association, company, committee,

other group of persons, or other business entity, however formed.
(5)(9)

"Purchaser" means a person to whom a sale of marijuana or a marijuana product is made.

(6)(10)

"Retail price" means the established price for which a marijuana product provider an adult-use

dispensary or medical marijuana dispensary sells marijuana or a marijuana product to a purchaser before any
discount or reduction.
(7)(11) "Sale" or "sell" means any transfer of marijuana or marijuana products for consideration,
exchange, barter, gift, offer for sale, or distribution in any manner or by any means."

Section 30. Section 15-64-102, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-64-102. Tax on marijuana product providers sales. (1) (a) There For a medical marijuana
dispensary, there is a 4% tax equal to the percentage provided in subsection (1)(b) on a marijuana product
provider's gross sales on the retail price of marijuana, marijuana products, and live marijuana plants for use by
individuals with debilitating medical conditions that is payable four times a year.
(b)
(i)

The percentage of tax on gross sales in subsection (1)(a) is as follows:
for gross sales during the calendar quarters beginning October 1, 2019, and ending September 30,

2021, the amount is 4%; and
(ii) for gross sales during the calendar quarters beginning October 1, 2021, and thereafter, the amount
is 2%.
(2)

For an adult use-dispensary, there is a 20% tax on the retail price of marijuana, marijuana

products, and live marijuana plants.
(3)

The taxes set forth in subsections (1) and (2) are imposed on the purchaser and must be

collected at the time of the sale and paid by the seller to the department for deposit in the marijuana state
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special revenue account provided for in 16-12-111.
(2)(4)

A marijuana product provider dispensary licensed under Title 16, chapter 12, shall submit a

quarterly report to the department listing the total dollar amount of sales from any registered premises, as
defined in 50-46-302, operated by the marijuana product provider, including dispensaries. The report must be:
(a)

made on forms prescribed by the department; and

(b)

submitted within 15 days of the end of each calendar quarter.

(3)(5)

At the time the report is filed, the marijuana product provider dispensary shall submit a payment

equal to the percentage provided in subsection (1)(b) or (2) of the total dollar amount of sales.
(4)(6)

The department shall deposit the taxes paid under this section in the medical marijuana state

special revenue account provided for in 50-46-345 16-12-111 within the state special revenue fund established
in 17-2-102.
(5)(7)

The tax imposed by this part and related interest and penalties are a personal debt of the

person required to file a return from the time that the liability arises, regardless of when the time for payment of
the liability occurs.
(6)(8)

For the purpose of determining liability for the filing of statements and the payment of taxes,

penalties, and interest owed under 15-64-103 through 15-64-106:
(a)

the officer of a corporation whose responsibility it is to truthfully account for and pay to the state

taxes provided for in 15-64-103 through 15-64-106 and who fails to pay the taxes is liable to the state for the
taxes and the penalty and interest due on the amounts;
(b)

each officer of the corporation, to the extent that the officer has access to the requisite records, is

individually liable along with the corporation for filing statements and for unpaid taxes, penalties, and interest
upon a determination that the officer:
(i)

possessed the responsibility to file statements and pay taxes on behalf of the corporation; and

(ii) possessed the responsibility on behalf of the corporation for directing the filing of statements or the
payment of other corporate obligations and exercised that responsibility, resulting in the corporation's failure to
file statements required by this part or pay taxes due as required by this part;
(c)

each partner of a partnership is jointly and severally liable, along with the partnership, for any

statements, taxes, penalties, and interest due while a partner;
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(d)

each member of a limited liability company that is treated as a partnership or as a corporation for

income tax purposes is jointly and severally liable, along with the limited liability company, for any statements,
taxes, penalties, and interest due while a member;
(e)

the member of a single-member limited liability company that is disregarded for income tax

purposes is jointly and severally liable, along with the limited liability company, for any statements, taxes,
penalties, and interest due while a member; and
(f)

each manager of a manager-managed limited liability company is jointly and severally liable, along

with the limited liability company, for any statements, taxes, penalties, and interest due while a manager.
(7)(9)

In determining which corporate officer is liable, the department is not limited to considering the

elements set forth in subsection (6)(a) (8)(a) to establish individual liability and may consider any other
available information.
(8)(10)

In the case of a bankruptcy, the liability of the individual remains unaffected by the discharge

of penalty and interest against the corporation. The individual remains liable for any statements and the amount
of taxes, penalties, and interest unpaid by the entity.
(11) The tax levied pursuant to this section is separate from and in addition to any general state and
local sales and use taxes that apply to retail sales, which must continue to be collected and distributed as
provided by law.
(12) The tax levied under this section must be used as designated in 16-12-111."

Section 31. Section 15-64-103, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-64-103. Returns -- payment -- recordkeeping -- authority of department. (1) Each marijuana
product provider dispensary licensed under Title 16, chapter 12, shall file a return, on a form provided by the
department, and pay the tax due as provided in 15-64-102.
(2)

Each return must be authenticated by the person filing the return or by the person's agent

authorized in writing to file the return.
(3)

(a) A person required to pay to the department the taxes imposed by this part shall keep for 5

years:
(i)

all receipts issued; and
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(ii) an accurate record of all sales of marijuana and marijuana products, showing the name and

address of each purchaser, the date of sale, and the quantity, kind, and retail price of each product sold.
(b)

For the purpose of determining compliance with the provisions of this part, the department is

authorized to examine or cause to be examined any books, papers, records, or memoranda relevant to making
a determination of the amount of tax due, whether the books, papers, records, or memoranda are the property
of or in the possession of the person filing the return or another person. In determining compliance, the
department may use statistical sampling and other sampling techniques consistent with generally accepted
auditing standards. The department may also:
(i)

require the attendance of a person having knowledge or information relevant to a return;

(ii) compel the production of books, papers, records, or memoranda by the person required to attend;
(iii) implement the provisions of 15-1-703 if the department determines that the collection of the tax is
or may be jeopardized because of delay;
(iv) take testimony on matters material to the determination; and
(v)

administer oaths or affirmations.

(4)

Pursuant to rules established by the department, returns may be computer-generated and

electronically filed."

Section 32. Section 15-64-104, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-64-104. Deficiency assessment -- penalty and interest -- statute of limitations. (1) If the
department determines that the amount of the tax due is greater than the amount disclosed by a return, it shall
mail to the marijuana product provider licensee a notice, pursuant to 15-1-211, of the additional tax proposed to
be assessed. The notice must contain a statement that if payment is not made, a warrant for distraint may be
filed. The marijuana product provider licensee may seek review of the determination pursuant to 15-1-211.
(2)

Penalty and interest must be added to a deficiency assessment as provided in 15-1-216. The

department may waive any penalty pursuant to 15-1-206.
(3)

The amount of tax due under any return may be determined by the department within 5 years after

the return was filed, regardless of whether the return was filed on or after the last day prescribed for filing. For
purposes of this section, a return due under this part and filed before the last day prescribed by law or rule is
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considered to be filed on the last day prescribed for filing."

Section 33. Section 15-64-105, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-64-105.

Procedure to compute tax in absence of statement -- estimation of tax -- failure to

file -- penalty and interest. (1) If the marijuana product provider licensee fails to file any return required by 1564-103 within the time required, the department may, at any time, audit the marijuana product provider licensee
or estimate the taxes due from any information in its possession and, based on the audit or estimate, assess
the marijuana product provider licensee for the taxes, penalties, and interest due the state.
(2)

The department shall impose penalty and interest as provided in 15-1-216. The department shall

mail to the marijuana product provider licensee a notice, pursuant to 15-1-211, of the tax, penalty, and interest
proposed to be assessed. The notice must contain a statement that if payment is not made, a warrant for
distraint may be filed. The marijuana product provider licensee may seek review of the determination pursuant
to 15-1-211. The department may waive any penalty pursuant to 15-1-206."

Section 34. Section 15-64-106, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-64-106. Authority to collect delinquent taxes. (1) (a) The department shall collect taxes that
are delinquent as determined under this part.
(b)

If a tax imposed by this part or any portion of the tax is not paid when due, the department may

issue a warrant for distraint as provided in Title 15, chapter 1, part 7.
(2)

In addition to any other remedy, in order to collect delinquent taxes after the time for appeal has

expired, the department may direct the offset of tax refunds or other funds due the marijuana product provider
licensee from the state, except wages subject to the provisions of 25-13-614 and retirement benefits.
(3)

As provided in 15-1-705, the marijuana product provider licensee has the right to a review of the

tax liability prior to any offset by the department.
(4)

The department may file a claim for state funds on behalf of the marijuana product provider

licensee if a claim is required before funds are available for offset."

Section 35. Section 15-64-111, MCA, is amended to read:
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"15-64-111. Information -- confidentiality -- agreements with another state. (1) (a) Except as

provided in subsections (2) through (5), in accordance with 15-30-2618 and 15-31-511, it is unlawful for an
employee of the department or any other public official or public employee to disclose or otherwise make known
information that is disclosed in a return or report required to be filed under this part or information that concerns
the affairs of the person making the return and that is acquired from the person's records, officers, or
employees in an examination or audit.
(b)

This section may not be construed to prohibit the department from publishing statistics if they are

classified in a way that does not disclose the identity of a person making a return or the content of any
particular report or return. A person violating the provisions of this section is subject to the penalty provided in
15-30-2618 or 15-31-511 for violating the confidentiality of individual income tax or corporate income tax
information.
(2)

(a) This section may not be construed to prohibit the department from providing information

obtained under this part to:
(i)

the department of justice, the internal revenue service, or law enforcement to be used for the

purpose of investigation and prevention of criminal activity, noncompliance, tax evasion, fraud, and abuse
under this part; or
(ii) the department of public health and human services to be used for the purpose of investigation and
prevention of noncompliance, fraud, and abuse under the Montana Medical Marijuana Act.
(b)

The department may enter into an agreement with the taxing officials of another state for the

interpretation and administration of the laws of their state that provide for the collection of a sales tax or use tax
in order to promote fair and equitable administration of the laws and to eliminate double taxation.
(c)

In order to implement the provisions of this part, the department may furnish information on a

reciprocal basis to the taxing officials of another state if the information remains confidential under statutes
within the state receiving the information that are similar to this section.
(3)

In order to facilitate processing of returns and payment of taxes required by this part, the

department may contract with vendors and may disclose data to the vendors. The data disclosed must be
administered by the vendor in a manner consistent with this section.
(4)

(a) The officers charged with the custody of the reports and returns may not be required to
- 36 -

Authorized Print Version – HB 701
ENROLLED BILL

67th Legislature

HB 701

produce them or evidence of anything contained in them in an action or proceeding in a court, except in an
action or proceeding:
(i)

to which the department is a party under the provisions of this part or any other taxing act; or

(ii) on behalf of a party to any action or proceedings under the provisions of this part or other taxes
when the reports or facts shown by the reports are directly involved in the action or proceedings.
(b)

The court may require the production of and may admit in evidence only as much of the reports or

of the facts shown by the reports as are pertinent to the action or proceedings.
(5)

This section may not be construed to limit the investigative authority of the legislative branch, as

provided in 5-11-106, 5-12-303, or 5-13-309."

Section 36. Section 15-64-112, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-64-112. Department to make rules. The department of revenue shall prescribe rules necessary
to carry out the purposes of imposing and collecting the marijuana tax on gross sales on marijuana product
providers the sale of marijuana and marijuana products."

Section 37. Section 16-12-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-101. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Short title -- purpose. (1) This chapter
may be cited as the "Montana Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act".
(2)

The purpose of this chapter is to:

(a)

provide for legal possession and use of limited amounts of marijuana legal for adults 21 years of

age or older;
(b)

provide for the licensure and regulation of the commercial cultivation, manufacture, production,

distribution, transportation, and sale of marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products;
(c)

allow for limited cultivation, manufacture, delivery, and possession of marijuana as permitted by

this chapter;
(d)(c)

eliminate the illicit market for marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products;

(e)(d)

prevent the distribution of marijuana sold under this chapter to persons under 21 years of age;

(f)(e)

ensure the safety of marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products;
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(g)(f)

ensure the security of registered licensed premises and adult-use dispensaries;

(h)(g)

establish reporting requirements for adult-use providers and adult-use marijuana-infused

products providers licensees;
(i)(h)

establish inspection requirements for registered premises licensees, including data collection on

energy use, chemical use, water use, and packaging waste to ensure a clean and healthy environment;
(j)(i)

provide for the testing of marijuana and marijuana products by licensed testing laboratories;

(k)(j)

give local governments a role in establishing standards for authority to allow for the operation of

marijuana businesses in their community and establishing standards for the cultivation, manufacture, and sale
of marijuana that protect the public health, safety, and welfare of residents within their jurisdictions;
(l)(k)

tax the sale of marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products to generate revenue for the

state and provide compensation for the economic and social costs of past and current marijuana cultivation,
processing, and use, by directing funding to:
(i)

conservation programs to offset the use of water and soil in marijuana cultivation;

(ii) substance abuse treatment and prevention programs;
(iii) veterans' services and support;
(iv) health care;
(v)

localities where marijuana is sold; and

(vi) the state general fund;
(m)(l)

authorize courts to resentence persons who are currently serving sentences for acts that are

permitted under this chapter or for which the penalty is reduced by this chapter and to redesignate or expunge
those offenses from the criminal records of persons who have completed their sentences as set forth in this
chapter; and
(m)

preserve and protect Montana’s well-established hemp industry by drawing a clear distinction

between those participants and programs and the participants and programs associated with the marijuana
industry.
(3)

Marijuana and marijuana products are not agricultural products, and the cultivation, processing,

manufacturing or selling of marijuana or marijuana products is not considered agriculture subject to regulation
by the department of agriculture unless expressly provided."
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Section 38. Section 16-12-102, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-102. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Definitions. As used in this chapter, the
following definitions apply:
(1)

"Adult-use dispensary" means a registered licensed premises from which a licensed adult-use

provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider is approved by the department to dispense marijuana
or marijuana-infused products to a consumer person licensed by the department may:
(a)

obtain marijuana or marijuana products from a licensed cultivator, manufacturer, dispensary, or

other licensee approved under this chapter; and
(b)

sell marijuana or marijuana products to registered cardholders, adults that are 21 years of age or

older, or both.
(2)

"Adult-use marijuana-infused products provider" means a person licensed by the department to

manufacture and provide marijuana-infused products for consumers as allowed by this chapter.
(3)

"Adult-use provider" means a person licensed by the department to cultivate and process

marijuana for consumers as allowed by this chapter.
(2)

"Affiliate" means a person that directly, or indirectly through one or more intermediaries, controls

or is controlled by, or is under common control with, another person.
(3)

"Beneficial owner of", "beneficial ownership of", or "beneficially owns an" is determined in

accordance with section 13(d) of the federal Securities and Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.
(4)

"Canopy" means the total amount of square footage dedicated to live plant production at a

registered licensed premises consisting of the area of the floor, platform, or means of support or suspension of
the plant.
(5)

"Consumer" means a person 21 years of age or older who obtains or possesses marijuana or

marijuana-infused marijuana products for personal use from a licensed dispensary or for use by persons who
are at least 21 years of age, but not for resale.
(6)

"Control", "controls", "controlled", "controlling", "controlled by", and "under common control with"

mean the possession, direct or indirect, of the power to direct or cause the direction of the management or
policies of a person, whether through the ownership of voting owner's interests, by contract, or otherwise.
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(7)

"Controlling beneficial owner" means a person that satisfies one or more of the following:

(a)

is a natural person, an entity that is organized under the laws of and for which its principal place of

business is located in one of the states or territories of the United States or District of Columbia, a publicly
traded corporation, and:
(i)

acting alone or acting in concert, owns or acquires beneficial ownership of 5% or more of the

owner's interest of a marijuana business;
(ii) is an affiliate that controls a marijuana business and includes, without limitation, any manager; or
(iii) is otherwise in a position to control the marijuana business; or
(b)

is a qualified institutional investor acting alone or acting in concert that owns or acquires beneficial

ownership of more than 15% of the owner's interest of a marijuana business.
(6)(8)

"Correctional facility or program" means a facility or program that is described in 53-1-202(2) or

(3) and to which an individual may be ordered by any court of competent jurisdiction.
(9)

"Cultivator" means a person licensed by the department to:

(a)

plant, cultivate, grow, harvest, and dry marijuana; and

(b)

package and relabel marijuana produced at the location in a natural or naturally dried form that

has not been converted, concentrated, or compounded for sale through a licensed dispensary.
(10) "Debilitating medical condition" means:
(a)

cancer, glaucoma, positive status for human immunodeficiency virus, or acquired immune

deficiency syndrome when the condition or disease results in symptoms that seriously and adversely affect the
patient's health status;
(b)

cachexia or wasting syndrome;

(c)

severe chronic pain that is a persistent pain of severe intensity that significantly interferes with

daily activities as documented by the patient's treating physician;
(d)

intractable nausea or vomiting;

(e)

epilepsy or an intractable seizure disorder;

(f)

multiple sclerosis;

(g)

Crohn's disease;

(h)

painful peripheral neuropathy;
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(i)

a central nervous system disorder resulting in chronic, painful spasticity or muscle spasms;

(j)

admittance into hospice care in accordance with rules adopted by the department; or

(k)

posttraumatic stress disorder.

(7)(11) "Department" means the department of revenue provided for in 2-15-1301.
(8)(12) (a) "Employee" means an individual employed to do something for the benefit of an employer.
(b)

The term includes a manager, agent, or director of a partnership, association, company,

corporation, limited liability company, or organization.
(c)

The term does not include a third party with whom a licensee has a contractual relationship.

(9)(13) (a) "Financial interest" means a legal or beneficial interest that entitles the holder, directly or
indirectly through a business, an investment, or a spouse, parent, or child relationship, to 1% 5% or more of the
net profits or net worth of the entity in which the interest is held.
(b)

The term does not include interest held by a bank or licensed lending institution or a security

interest, lien, or encumbrance but does include holders of private loans or convertible securities.
(14) "Former medical marijuana licensee" means a person that was licensed by or had an application
for licensure pending with the department of public health and human services to provide marijuana to
individuals with debilitating medical conditions on November 3, 2020.
(15) (a) "Indoor cultivation facility" means an enclosed area used to grow live plants that is within a
permanent structure using artificial light exclusively or to supplement natural sunlight.
(b)
(i)

The term may include:
a greenhouse;

(ii) a hoop house; or
(iii)

a similar structure that protects the plants from variable temperature, precipitation, and wind.

(16) "Licensed premises" means all locations related to, or associated with, a specific license that is
authorized under this chapter and includes all enclosed public and private areas at the location that are used in
the business operated pursuant to a license, including offices, kitchens, restrooms, and storerooms.
(10)(17) "Licensee" means a person holding a state license issued pursuant to this chapter.
(11)(18) "Local government" means a county, a consolidated government, or an incorporated city or
town.
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(12) "Manufacturing" means the production of marijuana concentrate.
(19) “Manufacturer" means a person licensed by the department to convert or compound marijuana

into marijuana products, marijuana concentrates, or marijuana extracts and package, repackage, label, or
relabel marijuana products as allowed under this chapter.
(13)(20) (a) "Marijuana" means all plant material from the genus Cannabis containing
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) or seeds of the genus capable of germination.
(b)

The term does not include hemp, including any part of that plant, including the seeds and all

derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers, whether growing or not, with a
delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 0.3% on a dry weight basis, or commodities or
products manufactured with hemp, or any other ingredient combined with marijuana to prepare topical or oral
administrations, food, drink, or other products.
(c)

The term does not include a drug approved by the United States food and drug administration

pursuant to section 505 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, 21 U.S.C. 301, et seq.
(21) "Marijuana business" means a cultivator, manufacturer, adult-use dispensary, medical marijuana
dispensary, combined-use marijuana licensee, testing laboratory, marijuana transporter, or any other business
or function that is licensed by the department under this chapter.
(14)(22) "Marijuana concentrate" means any type of marijuana product consisting wholly or in part of
the resin extracted from any part of the marijuana plant.
(15)(23) "Marijuana derivative" means any mixture or preparation of the dried leaves, flowers, resin, or
byproducts of the marijuana plant, including but not limited to marijuana concentrates and marijuana-infused
other marijuana products.
(16)(24) "Marijuana-infused Marijuana product" means a product that contains marijuana and is
intended for use by a consumer by a means other than smoking. The term includes but is not limited to edible
products, ointments, and tinctures, marijuana derivatives, and marijuana concentrates.
(25) "Marijuana transporter" means a person that is licensed to transport marijuana and marijuana
products from one marijuana business to another marijuana business, or to and from a testing laboratory, and
to temporarily store the transported retail marijuana and retail marijuana products at its licensed premises, but
is not authorized to sell marijuana or marijuana products to consumers under any circumstances.
- 42 -

Authorized Print Version – HB 701
ENROLLED BILL

67th Legislature

HB 701
(17)(26) "Mature marijuana plant" means a harvestable female marijuana plant that is flowering.
(27) "Medical marijuana" means marijuana or marijuana products that are for sale solely to a

cardholder who is registered under [sections 9 through 23].
(28) "Medical marijuana dispensary" means the location from which a registered cardholder may obtain
marijuana or marijuana products.
(18) "Owner" means a principal officer, director, board member, or individual who has a financial
interest or voting interest of 10% or greater in an adult-use dispensary, adult-use provider, or adult-use
marijuana-infused products provider.
(29) "Outdoor cultivation" means live plants growing in an area exposed to natural sunlight and
environmental conditions including variable temperature, precipitation, and wind.
(30) "Owner's interest" means the shares of stock in a corporation, a membership in a nonprofit
corporation, a membership interest in a limited liability company, the interest of a member in a cooperative or in
a limited cooperative association, a partnership interest in a limited partnership, a partnership interest in a
partnership, and the interest of a member in a limited partnership association.
(19)(31) "Paraphernalia" has the meaning provided for "drug paraphernalia" in 45-10-101.
(32) "Passive beneficial owner" means any person acquiring an owner's interest in a marijuana
business that is not otherwise a controlling beneficial owner or in control.
(20)(33) "Person" means an individual, partnership, association, company, corporation, limited liability
company, or organization.
(21) "Registered premises" means a location that is licensed pursuant to this chapter and includes:
(a)

all enclosed public and private areas at the location that are used in the business operated

pursuant to a license, including offices, kitchens, restrooms, and storerooms; and
(b)

if the department has specifically licensed a location for outdoor cultivation, production,

manufacturing, wholesale sale, or retail sale of adult-use marijuana and adult-use marijuana-infused products,
the entire unit of land that is created by subsection or partition of land that the licensee owns, leases, or has the
right to occupy.
(34) "Qualified institutional investor" means:
(a)

a bank or banking institution including any bank, trust company, member bank of the federal
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reserve system, bank and trust company, stock savings bank, or mutual savings bank that is organized and
doing business under the laws of this state, any other state, or the laws of the United States;
(b)

a bank holding company as defined in 32-1-109;

(c)

a company organized as an insurance company whose primary and predominant business activity

is the writing of insurance or the reinsuring of risks underwritten by insurance companies, and that is subject to
regulation or oversight by the insurance department of the office of the state auditor or a similar agency of
another state, or any receiver or similar official or any liquidating agent for such a company, in their capacity as
such.an insurance company;
(d)

an investment company registered under section 8 of the federal Investment Company Act of

1940, as amended;
(e)

an employee benefit plan or pension fund subject to the federal Employee Retirement Income

Security Act of 1974, excluding an employee benefit plan or pension fund sponsored by a licensee or an
intermediary holding company licensee that directly or indirectly owns 10% or more of a licensee;
(f)

a state or federal government pension plan; or

(g)

any other entity identified by rule by the department.

(35) "Registered cardholder" or "cardholder" means a Montana resident with a debilitating medical
condition who has received and maintains a valid registry identification card.
(36)

"Registry identification card" means a document issued by the department pursuant to [section

11] that identifies an individual as a registered cardholder.
(22)(37) (a) "Resident" means an individual who meets the requirements of 1-1-215.
(b)
(i)

An individual is not considered a resident for the purposes of this chapter if the individual:
claims residence in another state or country for any purpose; or

(ii) is an absentee property owner paying property tax on property in Montana.
(23)(38) "Seedling" means a marijuana plant that has no flowers and is less than 12 inches in height
and 12 inches in diameter.
(24)(39) "State laboratory" means the laboratory operated by the department of public health and
human services to conduct environmental analyses.
(25)(40) "Testing laboratory" has the meaning as provided in 50-46-302 means a qualified person,
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licensed under this chapter that:
(a)

provides testing of representative samples of marijuana and marijuana products; and

(b)

provides information regarding the chemical composition and potency of a sample, as well as the

presence of molds, pesticides, or other contaminants in a sample.
(26) "Unduly burdensome" means requiring such a high investment of money, time, or any other
resource or asset to achieve compliance that a reasonably prudent businessperson would not operate.
(41) (a) "Usable marijuana" means the dried leaves and flowers of the marijuana plant that are
appropriate for the use of marijuana by an individual.
(b)

The term does not include the seeds, stalks, and roots of the plant."

Section 39. Section 16-12-104, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-104. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Department responsibilities -licensure. (1) The department shall establish and maintain a registry of persons who receive licenses under
this chapter.
(2)

(a) The department shall issue the following license types to persons who submit applications

meeting the requirements of this chapter:
(a)
(i)

licenses:
to persons who apply to operate as adult-use providers or adult-use marijuana-infused products

providers and who submit applications meeting the requirements of this chapter; and
(ii) for adult-use dispensaries established by adult-use providers or adult-use marijuana-infused
products providers; and
(b)

endorsements for manufacturing to an adult-use provider or an adult-use marijuana-infused

products provider that applies for a manufacturing endorsement and meets requirements established by the
department by rule.
(i)

cultivator license;

(ii) manufacturer license;
(iii) adult-use dispensary license or a medical marijuana dispensary license;
(iv) testing laboratory license.
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(v)

marijuana transporter license.

(vi) combined-use marijuana license.
(b)

The department may establish other license types, sub-types, endorsements, and restrictions it

considers necessary for the efficient administration of this chapter.
(2)

A person who obtains an adult-use provider license, adult-use marijuana-infused products

provider license, or adult-use dispensary license or an employee of a licensed adult-use provider or adult-use
marijuana-infused products provider is authorized to cultivate, manufacture, possess, sell, and transport
marijuana as allowed by this chapter.
(3)

A person who obtains a testing laboratory license or an employee of a licensed testing laboratory

is authorized to possess, test, and transport marijuana as allowed by this chapter.
(4)

The department shall conduct criminal history background checks as required by 50-46-307 and

50-46-308 before issuing a license to a person named as a provider or marijuana-infused products provider.
(5)

Licenses issued pursuant to this chapter must:

(a)

be laminated and produced on a material capable of lasting for the duration of the time period for

which the license is valid;
(b)

indicate whether an adult-use provider or an adult-use marijuana-infused products provider has an

endorsement for manufacturing;
(c)

state the date of issuance and the expiration date of the license; and

(d)

contain other information that the department may specify by rule.

(6)

(a) The department shall make application forms available and begin accepting applications for

licensure and endorsement under this chapter on or before January 1, 2022.
(3)

A licensee may not cultivate hemp or engage in hemp manufacturing at a licensed premises.

(4)

A person licensed to cultivate or manufacture marijuana or marijuana products is subject to the

provisions contained in the Montana Pesticides Act provided for in Title 80, chapter 8.
(5)

The department shall assess applications for licensure or renewal to determine if an applicant,

controlling beneficial owner, or a person with a financial interest in the applicant meets any of the criteria
established in this chapter for denial of a license.
(6)

A license issued pursuant to this chapter must be displayed by the licensee as provided for in rule
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by the department.
(b)(7)

(a) The department shall review the information contained in an application or renewal

submitted pursuant to this chapter and shall approve or deny an application:
(i)

within 30 60 days of receiving the application or renewal and all related application materials from a

former medical marijuana licensee or an existing licensed provider or marijuana-infused products provider
licensee under this chapter; and
(ii) within 90 120 days of receiving the application and all related application materials from a new
applicant.
(c)(b)

If the department fails to act on a completed application within the time allowed under

subsection (6)(b) (7)(a), the department shall:
(i)

reduce the cost of the licensing fee for a new applicant for licensure or endorsement or for a

licensee seeking renewal of a license by 5% each week that the application is pending; and
(ii) allow a licensee to continue operation until the department takes final action.
(d)

Applications that are not processed within the time allowed under subsection (6)(b) remain active

until the department takes final action.
(e)(c)

(i) The department may not take final action on an application for a license or renewal of a

license until the department has completed a satisfactory inspection as required by this chapter and related
administrative rules.
(ii) Failure by the department to complete the required inspection within the time allowed under
subsection (6)(b) does not prevent an application from being considered complete for the purpose of subsection
(6)(c).
(f)(d)

The department shall issue a license or endorsement within 5 days of approving an application

or renewal.
(7)(8)

Review of a rejection of an application or renewal may be conducted as a contested case

hearing before the department's office of dispute resolution pursuant to the provisions of the Montana
Administrative Procedure Act.
(a)

A person may appeal any decision of the department of revenue concerning the issuance,

rejection, suspension, or revocation of a license provided for by this chapter to the district court in the county in
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which the person operates or proposes to operate. If a person operates or seeks to operate in more than one
county, the person may seek judicial review in the district court with jurisdiction over actions arising in any of the
counties where it operates or seeks to operate.
(b)

An appeal pursuant to subsection (8)(a) must be made by filing a complaint setting forth the

grounds for relief and the nature of relief demanded with the district court within 30 days following receipt of
notice of the department's final decision.
(8)(9)

Licenses and endorsements issued to adult-use providers and adult-use marijuana-infused

products providers under this chapter must be renewed annually.
(9)(10) (a) The department shall provide the names and phone numbers of adult-use providers and
adult-use marijuana-infused products providers persons licensed under this chapter and the city, town, or
county where registered licensed premises and testing laboratories are located to the public on the
department's website. The Except as provided in subsection (10)(b), the department may not disclose the
physical location or address of an adult-use provider, adult-use marijuana-infused products provider, adult-use
dispensary, or testing laboratory a marijuana business.
(b)

The department may share the physical location or address of a marijuana business with another

state agency, political subdivision, and the state fire marshal.
(10)(11) The department may not prohibit an adult-use provider, adult-use marijuana-infused products
provider, a cultivator, manufacturer, or adult-use dispensary licensee operating in compliance with the
requirements of this chapter from operating at a shared location with a provider, marijuana-infused products
provider, or dispensary as defined in 50-46-302 if the provider, marijuana-infused products provider, or
dispensary is owned by the same person medical marijuana dispensary.
(11)(12) The department may not adopt rules requiring a consumer to provide an adult-use provider,
adult-use marijuana-infused products provider, or adult-use dispensary a licensee with identifying information
other than government-issued identification to determine the consumer's age or require the recording of
personal information about consumers other than information typically required in a retail transaction. A
licensee that scans a person's driver's license using an electronic reader to determine the person's age:
(a)

may only use data or metadata from the scan determine the person's age;

(b)

may not transfer or sell that data or metadata to another party; and
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(c)

shall permanently delete any data or metadata from the scan within 180 days, unless otherwise

provided for in this chapter or by the department.
(13) (a) Except as provided in subsection (13)(b), licenses issued by the department under this
chapter are nontransferable.
(b)

A licensee may sell its marijuana business, including live plants, inventory, and material assets to

a person who is licensed by the department under the provisions of this chapter. The department may, in its
discretion, issue a temporary license to the acquiring party to facilitate the transfer of the licensee’s marijuana
business.
(14) A person who is not a controlling beneficial owner in a licensee may not receive or otherwise
obtain an ownership interest in a licensee that results in the person becoming a controlling beneficial owner
unless the licensee notifies, in writing, the department of the proposed transaction, and the department
determines that the person qualifies for ownership under the provisions of this chapter."

Section 40. Section 16-12-105, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-105. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Department responsibility to monitor
and assess marijuana production, testing, sales, and license revocation. (1) (a) The department shall
implement a system for tracking marijuana, marijuana concentrate, and marijuana-infused and marijuana
products from either the seed or the seedling stage until the marijuana, marijuana concentrate, or marijuanainfused product it is sold to a consumer or registered cardholder.
(b)
(i)

The system must:
ensure that the marijuana, marijuana concentrate, or marijuana-infused product and marijuana

products cultivated, manufactured, possessed, and sold under this chapter is are not sold or otherwise provided
to an individual who is under 21 years of age and who is not a medical marijuana unless that person is a
registered cardholder; and
(ii)(c) The system must be made available to adult-use providers, adult-use marijuana-infused products
providers, adult-use dispensaries, and testing laboratories at no additional cost licensees, except that licensees
shall bear the responsibility and cost for procuring unique identification tracking tags to facilitate the tracking of
marijuana and marijuana products.
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(2)

The department shall if technology allows, require use of a mandatory semicashless payment

system occurring at the point of sale for all dispensaries. Adult-use dispensaries and medical marijuana
dispensaries are required to utilize a semicashless point of sale system when selling marijuana and marijuana
products to consumers or registered cardholders. The department may establish by rule the requirements,
standards, and private company that a licensee must use when utilizing such a system in a dispensary. The
semicashless processor is authorized to make deposits to an account specified by the department for tax
collection.
(3)

The department is authorized to share seed-to-sale information with the licensee’s depository

institution, any other government agency, or the semicashless processor.
(b)

The department may implement the same system that is used to track marijuana, marijuana

concentrate, and marijuana-infused products pursuant to 50-46-304.
(2)

The department shall assess applications for an adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused

products provider license to determine if a person with a financial interest in the applicant meets any of the
criteria established in 16-12-203 for denial of a license.
(3)

Before issuing or renewing a license, the department shall inspect the proposed registered

premises of an adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider and shall inspect the
property to be used to ensure an applicant for licensure or license renewal is in compliance with this chapter.
The department may not issue or renew a license if the applicant does not meet the requirements of this
chapter.
(4)

(a) The department shall license providers and marijuana-infused products providers according to

a tiered canopy system.
(b)

(i) The system shall include, at a minimum, the following license types:

(A)

A micro tier canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 250 square feet at one registered

premises.
(B)

A tier 1 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 1,000 square feet at one registered premises.

A minimum of 500 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(C)

A tier 2 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 2,500 square feet at up to two registered

premises. A minimum of 1,100 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
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(D)

A tier 3 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 5,000 square feet at up to three registered

premises. A minimum of 2,600 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(E)

A tier 4 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 7,500 square feet at up to four registered

premises. A minimum of 5,100 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(F)

A tier 5 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 10,000 square feet at up to five registered

premises. A minimum of 7,750 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(G)

A tier 6 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 13,000 square feet at up to five registered

premises. A minimum of 10,250 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(H)

A tier 7 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 15,000 square feet at up to five registered

premises. A minimum of 13,250 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(I)

A tier 8 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 17,500 square feet at up to five registered

premises. A minimum of 15,250 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(J)

A tier 9 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 20,000 square feet at up to six registered

premises. A minimum of 17,775 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(K)

A tier 10 canopy license allows for a canopy of up to 30,000 square feet at up to seven registered

premises. A minimum of 24,000 square feet must be equipped for cultivation.
(ii) As used in this subsection (4)(b), "equipped for cultivation" means that the space is either ready for
cultivation or in use for cultivation.
(c)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provide) who has reached capacity

under the existing license may apply to advance to the next licensing tier. The department:
(i)

may increase a licensure level by only one tier at a time; and

(ii) shall conduct an inspection of the adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products
provider's registered premises and proposed premises within 30 days of receiving the application and before
approving the application.
(d)

The department may create additional licensing tiers by rule if a provider with a tier 10 canopy

license petitions the department to create a new licensure level and:
(i)

the producer or provider demonstrates that the licensee is using the full amount of canopy currently

authorized; and
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(ii) the tracking system shows the licensee is selling at least 80% of the marijuana or marijuana-infused

products produced by the square footage of the licensee's existing license over the 2 previous quarters or the
licensee can otherwise demonstrate to the department that there is a market for the marijuana or marijuanainfused products it seeks to produce.
(e)

The department is authorized to create additional tiers as necessary, including an adjusted tier

system to account for outdoor cultivation.
(f)

The registered premises limitations for each tier of licensing apply only to registered premises at

which marijuana is cultivated. The limitations do not apply to the number of adult-use dispensaries an adult-use
provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider may have.
(g)

The department shall require evidence that the licensee is able to successfully cultivate the

minimum amount of space allowed for the tier and sell the amount of marijuana produced by the minimum
cultivation level before allowing a licensee to move up a tier. Annual licensing fees must be prorated based on
the time licensed at a specific tier if less than 1 year.
(h)

No person may be initially licensed greater than a tier 2 unless the person is purchasing a

business licensed at a tier higher than tier 2 or the person is already licensed at higher than tier 2 under Title
50, chapter 46, part 3, and is applying for the equivalent size tier under this chapter."

Section 41. Section 16-12-106, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-106.

Personal use and cultivation of marijuana -- penalties. (1) Subject to the limitations in

16-12-108, the following acts are lawful and may not be an offense under state law or the laws of any local
government within the state, be a basis to impose a civil fine, penalty, or sanction, or be a basis to detain,
search, or arrest, or otherwise deny any right or privilege, or to seize or forfeit assets under state law or the
laws of any local government for a person who is 21 years of age or older:
(a)

possessing, purchasing, obtaining, using, ingesting, inhaling, or transporting 1 ounce or less of

usable marijuana, except that not more than 8 grams may be in a concentrated form and not more than 800
milligrams of THC may be in edible marijuana products meant to be eaten or swallowed in solid form;
(b)

transferring, delivering, or distributing without consideration, to a person who is 21 years of age or

older, 1 ounce or less of usable marijuana, except that not more than 8 grams may be in a concentrated form
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and not more than 800 milligrams of THC may be in edible marijuana products meant to be eaten or swallowed
in solid form;
(c)

in or on the grounds of a private residence, possessing, planting, or cultivating up to four two

mature marijuana plants and four two seedlings, or four mature marijuana plants and four seedlings for a
registered cardholder, and possessing, harvesting, drying, processing, or manufacturing the marijuana,
provided that:
(i)

marijuana plants and any marijuana produced by the plants in excess of 1 ounce must be kept in a

locked space in or on the grounds of one private residence and may not be visible by normal, unaided vision
from a public place;
(ii) not more than twice the number of marijuana plants permitted under this subsection (1)(c) may be
cultivated in or on the grounds of a single private residence simultaneously;
(iii) a person growing or storing marijuana plants under this subsection (1)(c) must own the private
residence where the plants are cultivated and stored or obtain written permission to cultivate and store
marijuana from the owner of the private residence; and
(iv) no portion of a private residence used for cultivation of marijuana and manufacture of marijuanainfused marijuana products for personal use may be shared with, rented, or leased to an adult-use provider or
an adult-use marijuana-infused products provider a marijuana business;
(d)

assisting another person who is at least 21 years of age in any of the acts permitted by this

section, including allowing another person to use one's personal residence for any of the acts described in this
section; and
(e)

possessing, purchasing, using, delivering, distributing, manufacturing, transferring, or selling to

persons 18 years of age or older paraphernalia relating to marijuana.
(2)

A person who cultivates marijuana plants that are visible by normal, unaided vision from a public

place in violation of subsection (1)(c)(i) is subject to a civil fine not exceeding $250 and forfeiture of the
marijuana.
(3)

A person who cultivates marijuana plants or stores marijuana outside of a locked space is subject

to a civil fine not exceeding $250 and forfeiture of the marijuana.
(4)

A person who smokes marijuana in a public place, other than in an area licensed for that activity
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by the department, is subject to a civil fine not exceeding $50.
(5)

For a person who is under 21 years of age and is not a registered cardholder, possession, use,

ingestion, inhalation, transportation, delivery without consideration, or distribution without consideration of 1
ounce or less of marijuana is punishable by forfeiture of the marijuana and the underage person's choice
between:
(a)

a civil fine not to exceed $100; or

(b)

up to 4 hours of drug education or counseling in lieu of the fine.

(6)

For a person who is under 18 years of age and is not a registered cardholder, possession, use,

transportation, delivery without consideration, or distribution without consideration of marijuana paraphernalia is
punishable by forfeiture of the marijuana paraphernalia and the underage person's choice between:
(a)

a civil fine not to exceed $100; or

(b)

up to 4 hours of drug education or counseling in lieu of the fine.

(7)

Unless otherwise permitted under the provisions of Title 50, chapter 46, part 3 [sections 9 through

23], the possession, production, delivery without consideration to a person 21 years of age or older, or
possession with intent to deliver more than 1 ounce but less than 2 ounces of marijuana or more than 8 grams
but less than 16 grams of marijuana in a concentrated form is punishable by forfeiture of the marijuana and:
(a)

for a first violation, the person's choice between a civil fine not exceeding $200 or completing up to

4 hours of community service in lieu of the fine;
(b)

for a second violation, the person's choice between a civil fine not exceeding $300 or completing

up to 6 hours of community service in lieu of the fine;
(c)

for a third or subsequent violation, the person's choice between a civil fine not exceeding $500 or

completing up to 8 hours of community service in lieu of the fine; and
(d)

for a person under 21 years of age, the person's choice between a civil fine not to exceed $200 or

attending up to 8 hours of drug education or counseling in lieu of the fine.
(8)

A person may not be denied adoption, custody, or visitation rights relative to a minor solely for

conduct that is permitted by this chapter.
(9)

A person may not be denied access to or priority for an organ transplant or denied access to

health care solely for conduct that is permitted by this chapter.
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(10) A person currently under parole, probation, or other state supervision or released awaiting trial or

other hearing may not be punished or otherwise penalized solely for conduct that is permitted by this chapter.
(11) A holder of a professional or occupational license may not be subjected to professional discipline
for providing advice or services arising out of or related to conduct that is permitted by this chapter solely on the
basis that marijuana is prohibited by federal law.
(12) It is the public policy of the state of Montana that contracts related to the operation of licensees be
enforceable.
(8)

A person may not be denied adoption, custody, or visitation rights relative to a minor solely for

conduct that is permitted by this chapter.
(9)

A person may not be denied access to or priority for an organ transplant or denied access to

health care solely for conduct that is permitted by this chapter."

Section 42. Section 16-12-107, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-107. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Legal protections -- allowable amounts.
(1) An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A cultivator may have the canopy
allotment allowed by the department. The canopy allotment is a cumulative total for all of the adult-use
provider's or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider's registered premises.
(2)

Except as provided in 16-12-108, a person licensed under this chapter may not be arrested,

prosecuted, penalized, or denied any right or privilege, including but not limited to civil fine or disciplinary action
by a professional licensing board or the department of labor and industry, solely because the person cultivates,
manufactures, possesses, or transports marijuana in the amounts and manner allowed under this chapter.
(3)

A person may not be arrested or prosecuted for possession, conspiracy as provided in 45-4-102,

or any other offense solely for being in the presence or vicinity of the use of marijuana and marijuana-infused
marijuana products as permitted under this chapter.
(4)

Except as provided in 16-12-210, possession of or application for a license does not solely

constitute probable cause to search a person or the property of a person or otherwise subject a person or
property of a person to inspection by any governmental agency, including a law enforcement agency.
(5)

The provisions of this section relating to protection from arrest or prosecution do not apply to a
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person unless the person has obtained a license prior to an arrest or the filing of a criminal charge. It is not a
defense to a criminal charge that a person obtains a license after an arrest or the filing of a criminal charge.
(6)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A cultivator or

manufacturer is presumed to be engaged in the use of marijuana as allowed by this chapter if the person is in
possession of an amount of marijuana that does not exceed the amount permitted under this chapter."

Section 43. Section 16-12-108, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-108. Limitations of act. (1) This chapter does not permit:
(a)

any individual to operate, navigate, or be in actual physical control of a motor vehicle, train,

aircraft, motorboat, or other motorized form of transport while under the influence of marijuana or marijuana
products;
(b)

consumption of marijuana or marijuana products while operating or being in physical control of a

motor vehicle, train, aircraft, motorboat, or other motorized form of transport while it is being operated;
(c)

smoking or consuming marijuana while riding in the passenger seat within an enclosed

compartment of a motor vehicle, train, aircraft, motorboat, or other motorized form of transport while it is being
operated;
(d)

delivery or distribution of marijuana or marijuana products, with or without consideration, to a

person under 21 years of age;
(e)

purchase, consumption, or use of marijuana or marijuana products by a person under 21 years of

(f)

possession or transport of marijuana or marijuana products by a person under 21 years of age

age;

unless the underage person is at least 18 years of age and is an employee of an adult-use provider, adult-use
marijuana-infused products provider, or adult-use dispensary a marijuana business licensed under this chapter
and engaged in work activities;
(g)

possession or consumption of marijuana or marijuana products, or possession of marijuana

paraphernalia:
(i)

on the grounds of any property owned or leased by a school district, a public or private preschool,

school, or postsecondary school as defined in 20-5-402;
- 56 -

Authorized Print Version – HB 701
ENROLLED BILL

67th Legislature

HB 701
(ii) in a school bus or other form of public transportation;
(iii) in a health care facility as defined in 50-5-101; or
(iv) on the grounds of any correctional facility; or
(v)

in a hotel or motel room;

(h)

smoking using marijuana or marijuana products in a location where smoking tobacco is prohibited;

(i)

consumption of marijuana or marijuana products in a public place, except as allowed by the

department;
(j)

conduct that endangers others;

(k)

undertaking any task while under the influence of marijuana or marijuana products if doing so

would constitute negligence or professional malpractice; or
(l)

performing solvent-based extractions on marijuana using solvents other than water, glycerin,

propylene glycol, vegetable oil, or food-grade ethanol unless licensed for this activity by the department.
(2)

A person may not cultivate marijuana in a manner that is visible from the street or other public

(3)

A hospice or residential care facility licensed under Title 50, chapter 5, may adopt a policy that

area.

allows use of marijuana by a registered cardholder.
(2)(4)
(a)

Nothing in this chapter may be construed to:

require an employer to permit or accommodate conduct otherwise allowed by this chapter in any

workplace or on the employer's property;
(b)

prohibit an employer from disciplining an employee for violation of a workplace drug policy or for

working while intoxicated by marijuana or marijuana products;
(c)

prevent an employer from declining to hire, discharging, disciplining, or otherwise taking an

adverse employment action against an individual with respect to hire, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of
employment because of the individual's violation of a workplace drug policy or intoxication by marijuana or
marijuana products while working;
(d)

prohibit an employer from including in any contract a provision prohibiting the use of marijuana for

a debilitating medical condition; or
(e)

permit a cause of action against an employer for wrongful discharge pursuant to 39-2-904 or
- 57 -

Authorized Print Version – HB 701
ENROLLED BILL

67th Legislature

HB 701

discrimination pursuant to 49-1-102.
(3)(5)

Nothing in this chapter may be construed to prohibit a person from prohibiting or otherwise

regulating the consumption, cultivation, distribution, processing, sale, or display of marijuana, marijuana-infused
marijuana products, and marijuana paraphernalia on private property the person owns, leases, occupies, or
manages, except that a lease agreement executed after January 1, 2021, may not prohibit a tenant from
lawfully possessing and consuming marijuana by means other than smoking unless required by federal law or
to obtain federal funding, except that a lease agreement executed after January 1, 2021, may not prohibit a
tenant from lawfully possessing and consuming marijuana by means other than smoking unless required by
federal law or to obtain federal funding.
(4)

Nothing in this chapter limits the rights, privileges, immunities, or defenses provided under Title

50, chapter 46, part 3.
(5)(6)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A licensee who violates

15-64-103 or 15-64-104 or fails to pay any other taxes owed to the department under Title 15, is subject to
revocation of the person's license from the date of the violation until a period of up to 1 year after the
department of revenue certifies compliance with 15-64-103 or 15-64-104.
(7)

Unless specifically exempted by this chapter, the provisions of Title 45, chapter 9, apply to the

conduct of consumers, licensees, and registered cardholders."

Section 44. Section 16-12-109, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-109. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Unlawful conduct by licensees -penalties. (1) If the department has reasonable cause to believe that a licensee has violated a provision of this
chapter or a rule of the department, it may, in its discretion and in addition to any other penalties prescribed:
(a)

reprimand a licensee;

(b)

revoke the license of the licensee;

(c)

suspend the license for a period of not more than 3 months;

(d)

refuse to grant a renewal of the license after its expiration; or

(e)

impose a civil penalty not to exceed $3,000.

(2)

The department shall consider mitigating circumstances and may adjust penalties within penalty
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ranges based on its consideration of mitigating circumstances. Examples of mitigating circumstances are:
(a)

compliance with the provisions of this chapter within the prior 3 years;

(b)

the licensee has made good faith efforts to prevent a violation; or

(c)

the licensee has cooperated in the investigation of the violation and the licensee or an employee

or agent of the licensee accepts responsibility.
(3)

The department shall consider aggravating circumstances and may adjust penalties within penalty

ranges based on its consideration of aggravating circumstances. Examples of aggravating circumstances are:
(a)

prior warnings about compliance problems;

(b)

prior violations of the provisions of this chapter within the past 3 years;

(c)

lack of written policies governing employee conduct;

(d)

additional violations revealed during the course of the investigation;

(e)

efforts to conceal a violation;

(f)

intentional violations; or

(g)

involvement of more than one patron or employee in a violation.

(4)

For each licensing program regulated by the department under this chapter, the department is

designated as a criminal justice agency within the meaning of 44-5-103 for the purpose of obtaining confidential
criminal justice information regarding licensees and license applicants and regarding possible unlicensed
practice.
(1)(5)

The department shall revoke and may not reissue a license or endorsement belonging to an

individual who a person:
(a)

whose controlling beneficial owner is an individual convicted of a felony drug offense;

(b)

who allows another individual person not authorized or lawfully allowed to be in possession of the

individual's license; or
(c)

fails to cooperate with the department concerning an investigation or inspection if the individual is

licensed and cultivating marijuana, engaging in manufacturing, or manufacturing marijuana-infused products.
(c)

who transports marijuana or marijuana products outside of Montana, unless otherwise allowed by

federal law;
(d)

who operates a carbon dioxide or hydrocarbon extraction system without obtaining a
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manufacturing license;
(e)

who purchases marijuana from an unauthorized source in violation of this chapter; or

(f)

who sells, distributes, or transfers marijuana or marijuana products to a person the licensee knows

or should know is under 21 years of age.
(2)

The department shall revoke a license issued under this chapter if the licensee:

(a)

purchases marijuana from an unauthorized source in violation of this chapter;

(b)

sells marijuana, marijuana concentrate, or marijuana-infused products to a person the licensee

knows or should know is under 21 years of age;
(c)

operates a carbon dioxide or hydrocarbon extraction system without obtaining a manufacturing

endorsement; or
(d)

transports marijuana or marijuana-infused products outside of Montana, unless allowed by federal

(3)

A licensee who violates the advertising restrictions imposed under 16-12-211 is subject to:

(a)

a written warning for the first violation;

(b)

a 5-day license suspension or a $500 fine for a second violation;

(c)

a 5-day license suspension or a $1,000 fine for a third violation;

(d)

a 30-day license suspension or a $2,500 fine for a fourth violation; and

(e)

a license revocation for a fifth violation.

(4)

Except for the license revocations required under this section, a licensee shall choose whether to

law.

pay a fine or be subject to a license suspension when a penalty is imposed under this section.
(5)(6)

A licensee whose license is revoked may not reapply for licensure for 3 years from the date of

the revocation.
(6)

If no other penalty is specified under this chapter, an adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-

infused products provider who violates this chapter is punishable by a civil fine not to exceed $500, unless
otherwise provided in this chapter or unless the violation would constitute a violation of Title 45. An offense
constituting a violation of Title 45 must be charged and prosecuted pursuant to the provisions of Title 45.
(7)

Review of a department action imposing a fine, suspension, or revocation under this chapter must

be conducted as a contested case hearing before the department's office of dispute resolution under the
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provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.
(a)

A person may appeal any decision of the department concerning the issuance, rejection,

suspension, or revocation of a license provided for by this chapter to the district court in the county in which the
person operates or proposes to operate. If a person operates or seeks to operate in more than one county, the
person may seek judicial review in the district court with jurisdiction over actions arising in any of the counties
where it operates or seeks to operate.
(b)

An appeal pursuant to subsection (7)(a) shall be made by filing a complaint setting forth the

grounds for relief and the nature of relief demanded with the district court within 30 days following receipt of
notice of the department's final decision."

Section 45. Section 16-12-110, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-110. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Legislative monitoring. (1) The revenue
interim economic affairs committee shall provide oversight of the department's activities pursuant to this
chapter, including but not limited to monitoring of:
(a)

the number of licensees;

(b)

issues related to the cultivation, manufacture, sale, testing, and use of marijuana; and

(c)

the development, implementation, and use of the seed-to-sale tracking system established in

accordance with 16-12-105.
(2)

The revenue economic affairs interim committee shall identify issues likely to require future

legislative attention and develop legislation to present to the next regular session of the legislature.
(3)

(a) The department shall periodically report to the revenue economic affairs interim committee

and submit a report to the legislative clearinghouse, as provided in 5-11-210, on persons who are licensed or
registered pursuant to 16-12-203. The report must include:
(i)

the number of adult-use providers, adult-use marijuana-infused products providers, cultivators,

manufacturers, and adult-use dispensaries licensed pursuant to this chapter;
(ii) the number of endorsements approved for manufacturing and type of violations committed by
licensees;
(iii) the number of licenses revoked; and
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(iv) the amount of marijuana and marijuana products cultivated and sold pursuant to this chapter.
(b)

The report may not provide any identifying information of adult-use providers, adult-use marijuana-

infused products providers, or adult-use cultivators, manufacturers, and dispensaries except basic geographic
or other statistical information.
(4)

The report on inspections required under 16-12-210 must include, at a minimum, the following

information for both announced and unannounced inspections:
(a)

the number of inspections conducted, by canopy licensure tier;

(b)

the number of adult-use providers or adult-use marijuana-infused products providers licensees

that were inspected more than once during the year;
(c)

the number of inspections that were conducted because of complaints made to the department;

(d)

the types of enforcement actions taken as a result of the inspections.

(5)

The reports provided for in this section must also be provided to the transportation interim

and

committee provided for in 5-5-233."

Section 46. Section 16-12-111, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-111. (Effective October 1, 2021) Marijuana compensation state special revenue account
-- operating reserve -- transfer of excess funds. (1) There is a dedicated marijuana compensation state
special revenue account within the state special revenue fund established in 17-2-102, to be administered by
the department.
(2)

The account consists of:

(a)

money deposited into the account pursuant to this chapter;

(b)

the taxes collected pursuant to Title 15, chapter 64, part 1;

(c)

license and registered cardholder fees deposited into the account pursuant to this chapter;

(d)

taxes deposited into the account pursuant to [section 95]; and

(e)

civil penalties collected under this chapter.

(3)

Except as provided in subsection (4), money in the account must be used by the department for

the purpose of administering the provisions of this chapter.
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(4)

At the end of each fiscal year, the department shall transfer funds in excess of a 3-month

operating reserve necessary to fund operating costs at the beginning of the next fiscal year in the following
order:
(a)

an amount not to exceed $6 million must be transferred to the marijuana healing and ending

addiction through recovery and treatment (HEART) fund account established in 17-6-606 [section 100];
(b) the net balance remaining after distribution to the HEART fund account must be distributed as
follows:
(i)

20% to the credit of the department of fish, wildlife, and parks to be used solely as funding for

wildlife habitat in the same manner as funding generated under 87-1-242(3) and used pursuant to 87-1-209;
(ii) 4% to the state park account established in 23-1-105(1);
(iii) 4% to the trails and recreational facilities account established in 23-2-108;
(iv) 4% to the nongame wildlife account established in 87-5-121;
(v)

3% or $200,000, whichever is less, to the veterans and surviving spouses state special revenue

account provided for in [section 93];
(vi) for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, $300,000 to the department of justice to administer grant
funding to local and state law enforcement agencies for the purpose of purchasing and training drug-detection
canines and canine handlers, including canines owned by local law enforcement agencies to replace canines
who were trained to detect marijuana;
(vii) $150,000 to the board of crime control to fund crisis intervention team training as provided in 44-7110; and
(viii) the remainder to the general fund.
(2)

Marijuana sales taxes collected under the provisions of part 4 of this chapter must, in accordance

with the provisions of17-2-124, be deposited into the account along with any interest and income earned on the
account.
(3)

Funds deposited into the account must be transferred in the following amounts to provide funding

as set out below:
(a)

4.125% of the funds to be deposited into the nongame wildlife account established in 87-5-121;

(b)

4.125% of the funds to be deposited into the state park account established in 23-1-105(1);
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(c)

4.125% of the funds to be deposited into the trails and recreational facilities account established in

23-2-108;
(d)

37.125% of the funds to be deposited to the credit of the department of fish, wildlife, and parks to

be used solely as funding for wildlife habitat in the same manner as funding generated under 87-1-242(3) and
used pursuant to 87-1-209;
(e)

10.5% to the state general fund; and

(f)

the remainder in the subaccounts provided for in this subsection (3)(f). There are subaccounts in

the marijuana compensation special revenue account established by subsection (1). Funding deposited into this
account under subsection (2) is further deposited into subaccounts to be used only as follows:
(i)

10% of the funds to be deposited into a subaccount to be administered by the department of public

health and human services to provide grants to existing agencies and not-for-profit organizations, whether
government or community-based, to increase access to evidence-based low-barrier drug addiction treatment,
prioritizing medically proven treatment and overdose prevention and reversal methods and public or private
treatment options with an emphasis on reintegrating recipients into their local communities, to support overdose
prevention education, and to support job placement, housing, and counseling for those with substance use
disorders;
(ii) 10% of the funds to be deposited into a subaccount to be administered by the department of
commerce for distribution to the local government representing the locality where the retail sales occurred;
(iii) 10% of the funds to be deposited into a subaccount to be administered by the veterans' affairs
division of the department of military affairs to provide services and assistance for all Montana veterans and
surviving spouses and dependents; and
(iv) 10% of the funds to be deposited into a subaccount to be administered by the Montana department
of public health and human services to administer medicaid rate increases that provide for a wage increase to
health care workers who provide direct medicaid-funded home and community health services for elderly and
disabled persons.
(4)

(a) Funds transferred from the accounts and subaccounts provided in subsection (3) may be used

only to increase revenue for the purposes specified and may not be used to supplant other sources of revenue
used for these purposes.
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(b)

Funds deposited into the account provided in subsection (1) may be used only to increase

revenue to each special revenue account or subaccount set forth in subsection (3) and may not be used to
supplant other sources of revenue for these purposes."

Section 47. Section 16-12-112, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-112. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Rulemaking authority -- fees. (1) The
department may adopt rules to implement and administer this chapter, including:
(a)

the manner in which the department will consider applications for licenses, permits, and

endorsements and renewal of licenses, permits, and endorsements;
(b)

the acceptable forms of proof of Montana residency;

(c)

the procedures for obtaining fingerprints for the fingerprint-based and name-based background

checks required under 16-12-203 [section 2];
(d)

the security and operating requirements for adult-use dispensaries licensees;

(e)

the security and operating requirements for manufacturing, including but not limited to

requirements for:
(i)

safety equipment;

(ii) extraction methods, including solvent-based and solvent-free extraction; and
(iii) post-processing procedures;
(f)

notice and contested case hearing procedures for fines or license and endorsement revocations,

suspensions, or modifications;
(g)

implementation of a system to allow the tracking of marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana

products as required by 16-12-105;
(h)

labeling and packaging standards that protect public health by requiring the listing of

pharmacologically active ingredients, including, but not limited to, tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) THC, cannabidiol
(CBD) and other cannabinoid content, the THC and other cannabinoid amount in milligrams per serving, the
number of servings per package, and quantity limits per sale to comply with the allowable possession amount;
(i)

investigating and making rules to limit, if necessary, the appropriate THC potency percentages for

marijuana and marijuana products;
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(i)(j)

requirements that packaging and labels may not be made to be attractive to children, required

warning labels as set forth in [section 109], and that marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products be
sold in resealable, child-resistant exit packaging to protect public health as provided in 16-12-208;
(j)(k)

requirements and standards for the testing and retesting of marijuana and marijuana-infused

marijuana products, including testing of samples collected during the department's inspections of registered
licensed premises;
(k)(l)

the amount of variance allowable in the results of raw testing data that would warrant a

departmental investigation of inconsistent results as provided in 16-12-202;
(l)(m)

requirements and standards to prohibit or limit marijuana, marijuana-infused marijuana

products, and marijuana accessories that are unsafe or contaminated;
(m)(n)

the activities that constitute advertising in violation of 16-12-211;

(n)(o)

requirements and incentives to promote renewable energy, reduce water usage, and reduce

packaging waste to maintain a clean and healthy environment in Montana;
(p)

procedures for collecting and destroying samples of marijuana and marijuana products that fail to

meet testing requirements pursuant to 16-12-209; and
(o)(q)

the fees for endorsements for manufacturing, testing laboratories, additional canopy licensure

tiers created in accordance with 16-12-105, and the fingerprint-based and name-based background checks
required under 16-12-203 [section 2], employee certification, the marijuana transporter license, marijuana
worker permits, and other fees necessary to administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter. The fees and
other revenue collected through the taxes paid under 16-12-401 established by the department, taxes collected
pursuant to Title 15, chapter 64, part 1, civil penalties imposed pursuant to this chapter, and the licensing fees
established by rule and in 16-12-201 part 2 of this chapter must be sufficient to offset the expenses of
administering this chapter but may not exceed the amount necessary to cover the costs to the department of
implementing and enforcing this chapter.
(2)

The department may not adopt any rule or regulation that is unduly burdensome or undermines

the purposes of this chapter.
(3)

The department may consult or contract with other public agencies in carrying out its duties under

this chapter."
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Section 48. Section 16-12-113, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-113. Decriminalized acts -- petition for expungement or resentencing -- retroactive
application. (1) A person currently serving a sentence for an act that is permitted under this chapter or is
punishable by a lesser sentence under this chapter than the person was awarded may petition for an
expungement of the conviction or resentencing.
(2)

Upon receiving a petition under subsection (1), the expungement or resentencing of marijuana

conviction court, as provided in [sections 101 through 103], shall presume the petitioner satisfies the criteria in
subsection (1) unless the county attorney proves by clear and convincing evidence that provides the court with
a reasonable basis on which the petitioner does not satisfy the criteria. If the petitioner satisfies the criteria in
subsection (1), the court shall grant the petition unless the court determines that granting the petition would
pose an unreasonable risk of danger to public safety.
(3)

A person who is serving a sentence and is resentenced pursuant to subsection (1) must be given

credit for any time already served and may not be subject to supervision.
(4)

Resentencing under this section may not result in the imposition of a term longer than the original

sentence or the reinstatement of charges dismissed pursuant to a negotiated plea agreement.
(5)

(a) A person who has completed a sentence for an act that is permitted under this chapter or is

punishable by a lesser sentence under this chapter than the person was awarded may petition the sentencing
court to:
(i)

expunge the conviction; or

(ii) redesignate the conviction as a misdemeanor or civil infraction in accordance with this chapter.
(b)

The petition must be served on the county attorney for the county where the petition is filed.

(6)

Upon receiving a petition under subsection (5), the court shall presume the petitioner satisfies the

criteria in subsection (5) unless the county attorney proves by clear and convincing evidence that provides the
court with a reasonable basis on which the petitioner does not satisfy the criteria. Once the applicant satisfies
the criteria in subsection (5), the court shall redesignate the conviction as a misdemeanor or civil infraction or
expunge the conviction as legally invalid pursuant to this chapter.
(7)

Unless requested by the applicant, no hearing is necessary to grant or deny an application filed
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under subsection (5).
(8)

Any felony conviction that is recalled under subsection (1) or designated as a misdemeanor or civil

infraction under subsection (5) must be considered a misdemeanor or civil infraction for all purposes. Any
misdemeanor conviction that is recalled and resentenced under subsection (1) or designated as a civil
infraction under subsection (5) must be considered a civil infraction for all purposes.
(9)

Nothing in this section constitutes a waiver of any right or remedy otherwise available to the

petitioner or applicant.
(10) Nothing in this chapter is intended to impact the finality of judgment in any case not falling within
the purview of this chapter.
(11) The provisions of this section apply equally to juvenile cases if the juvenile would not have been
guilty of an offense or would have been guilty of a lesser offense under this chapter.
(12) Petitioning for expungement or resentencing pursuant to this section does not make a person
ineligible to petition for misdemeanor expungement pursuant to Title 46, chapter 18, part 11."

Section 49. Section 16-12-201, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-201. (Effective October 1, 2021 Effective January 1, 2022) Licensing of providers,
marijuana-infused products providers, and dispensaries for adult use cultivators, manufacturers, and
dispensaries. No later than October 1, 2021, the department shall promulgate rules and regulations to
administer and enforce this chapter and shall begin accepting applications for and issuing licenses. The rules
may not be unduly burdensome. For the first 12 months after the department begins to receive applications, (1)
(a) Between January 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023, the department shall may only accept applications from and
issue licenses to providers, marijuana-infused products providers, and dispensaries licensed under Title 50,
chapter 46, part 3, that are former medical marijuana licensees that were licensed by or had an application
pending with the department of public health and human services on November 3, 2020, and are in good
standing with the department of public health and human services and in compliance with this chapter, and
rules adopted by the department, and any applicable local regulations or ordinances as of [the effective date of
this section].
(b)

The department shall begin accepting applications for and issuing licenses to cultivate,
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manufacture, or sell marijuana or marijuana products to applicants who are not former medical marijuana
licensees under subsection (1)(a) on or after July 1, 2023.
(2)

(a) The department shall adopt rules to govern the operation of former medical marijuana

licensees and facilitate the process of transitioning former medical marijuana licensees to the appropriate
license under this chapter with a minimum of disruption to business operations.
(b)

Beginning on January 1, 2022, a former medical marijuana licensee may sell marijuana and

marijuana products to registered cardholders at the medical tax rate set forth in 15-64-102 and to consumers at
the adult-use marijuana tax rate set forth in 15-64-102 under the licensee's existing license in a jurisdiction that
allows for the operation of marijuana businesses pursuant to 16-12-301 until the former medical marijuana
licensee's next license renewal date, by which time the former medical licensee must have applied for and
obtained the appropriate licensure under this chapter to continue operations, unless an extension of time is
granted by the department.
(c)

(i) Except as provided in subsection (2)(c)(ii), for the purpose of this subsection (2), "appropriate

licensure" means a cultivator license, medical marijuana dispensary license, adult-use dispensary license, and,
if applicable, a manufacturer license.
(ii) A former medical marijuana licensee who sells marijuana and marijuana products exclusively to
registered cardholders is not required to obtain an adult-use dispensary license.
(3)

The department may amend or issue licenses to provide for staggered expiration dates. The

department may provide for initial license terms of greater than 12 months but no more than 23 months in
adopting staggered expiration dates. Thereafter, licenses expire annually. License fees for the license term
implementing staggered license terms may be prorated by the department."

Section 50. Section 16-12-202, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-202. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Testing laboratories -- licensing -inspection -- dual licensure -- state laboratory responsibility. (1) (a) A person who obtains a testing
laboratory license or is an employee of a licensed testing laboratory is authorized to possess and test marijuana
as allowed by this chapter.
(b)

A person who is a controlling beneficial owner of a testing laboratory or holds a financial interest in
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a licensed testing laboratory may not be a controlling beneficial owner or have a financial interest in any entity
involved in the cultivation, manufacture, or sale of marijuana or marijuana products for whom testing services
are performed.
(2)(1) (a) The state laboratory shall license endorse a testing laboratories laboratory to perform the
testing required under 16-12-206 and 16-12-209 before a testing laboratory may apply for licensure or renewal
with the department.
(b)

(i) The state laboratory shall inspect a testing laboratory before issuing or renewing a license

endorsing a testing laboratory for licensure or renewal and may not issue or renew a license endorse a testing
laboratory for licensure or renewal if the applicant does not meet the requirements of 16-12-206 and this
section.
(ii) The state laboratory may not issue a temporary license while an inspection is pending.
(iii) Inspections conducted under this section must include the review provided for in 50-46-311(1)(b).
(3)

An inspection conducted for licensure or renewal of a license must include a review of an

applicant's or testing laboratory's:
(a)

physical premises where testing will be conducted;

(b) instrumentation;
(c) protocols for sampling, handling, testing, reporting, security and storage, and waste disposal;
(d) raw data on tests conducted by the laboratory, if the inspection is for renewal of a license; and
(e)

vehicles used for transporting marijuana or marijuana product samples for testing purposes.

(4)

Upon receiving an endorsement from the state laboratory for licensure or annual renewal, a

testing laboratory must apply for licensure, or renewal, with the department by submitting to the department:
(a)

the information required by 16-12-203; and

(b)

a fee that the department shall establish by rule.

(2)(5)
(a)

The state laboratory shall:

use the criteria established under 50-46-311 in evaluating and approving licenses issued under

this section;
(b)

use the criteria established under 50-46-304(6) to establish and enforce standard operating

procedures and testing standards for testing laboratories to ensure that consumers receive consistent and
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uniform information about the potency and quality of the marijuana and marijuana-infused products they
receive; and
(c)

investigate inconsistent test results using the procedure provided for in 50-46-304(7).

(a)

measure the tetrahydrocannabinol, tetrahydrocannabinolic acid, cannabidiol, and cannabidiolic

acid content of marijuana and marijuana products;
(b)

test marijuana and marijuana products for pesticides, solvents, moisture levels, mold, mildew, and

other contaminants; and
(c)

establish and enforce standard operating procedures and testing standards for testing laboratories

to ensure that consumers and registered cardholders receive consistent and uniform information about the
potency and quality of the marijuana and marijuana products they receive. The state laboratory shall:
(i)

consult with independent national or international organizations that establish testing standards for

marijuana and marijuana products;
(ii) require testing laboratories to follow uniform standards and protocols for the samples accepted for
testing and the processes used for testing the samples; and
(iii) track and analyze the raw data for the results of testing conducted by testing laboratories to ensure
that the testing laboratories are providing consistent and uniform results.
(6)

The department may retain the services of the analytical laboratory provided by the department of

agriculture pursuant to 80-1-104 for the testing contemplated in this section.
(3)(7)

If an analysis of raw testing data indicates that licensees are providing test results that vary

among testing laboratories by an amount determined by the state laboratory by rule, the department shall
investigate the inconsistent results and determine within 60 days the steps the testing laboratories must take to
ensure that each testing laboratory provides accurate and consistent results.
(4)(8)

If the analysis of raw testing data indicates a testing laboratory may be providing inconsistent

results, the state laboratory shall may suspend the testing laboratory's license until additional testing
determines whether the results are consistent. A suspension must be based on rules adopted by the state
laboratory.
(5)(9) The state laboratory department shall revoke a testing laboratory's license upon a determination
that the laboratory is:
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(a)

providing test results that are fraudulent or misleading; or

(b)

providing test results without having:

(i)

the equipment needed to test marijuana, marijuana concentrates, or marijuana-infused marijuana

products; or
(ii) the equipment required under this chapter to conduct the tests for which the laboratory is providing
results.
(6)(10) A revocation under this section is subject to judicial review.
(7)

The state laboratory:

(a)

may license a testing laboratory to perform both the testing required under this chapter and under

Title 50, chapter 46; and
(b)

shall use the same administrative rules for testing laboratories licensed under this chapter and

under Title 50, chapter 46."

Section 51. Section 16-12-203, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-203. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Provider Licensing types -requirements -- limitations -- activities. (1) (a) Subject to subsections (1)(b) and subsection (3) and this
subsection (1), the department shall issue a license to or renew a license for a person who is applying to be an
adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider a cultivator, manufacturer, medicalmarijuana dispensary, adult-use dispensary, or testing laboratory if the person submits to the department:
(i)

the person's name, date of birth, and street address on a form prescribed by the department;

(ii) proof that the natural person having day-to-day operational control over the business is a Montana
resident;
(iii) fingerprints meeting the requirements for a fingerprint-based background check by the department
of justice and the federal bureau of investigation:
(A)

with the application for initial licensure; and

(B)

every 3 years thereafter;

(iv)(iii) a statement, on a form prescribed by the department, that the person:
(A)

will not divert to any other person the marijuana that the person cultivates or the marijuana- 72 -
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infused marijuana products that the person manufactures for consumers or registered cardholders, unless the
marijuana or marijuana-infused marijuana products are sold to another adult-use provider or licensee as part of
a sale of a business as allowed under this section; and
(B)

has no pending citations for violations occurring under this chapter or the marijuana laws of any

other state or jurisdiction;
(v)(iv) the street address of the location at which marijuana, marijuana concentrates, or marijuanainfused marijuana products will be cultivated, or manufactured, sold, or tested; and
(vi) a fee as determined by the department not to exceed the costs of required background checks and
associated administrative costs of processing the license.
(v)

proof that the applicant has source of funding from a suitable source. A lender or other source of

money or credit may be found unsuitable if the source:
(A)

is a person whose prior financial or other activities or criminal record:

(B)

poses a threat to the public interest of the state;

(C)

poses a threat to the effective regulation and control of marijuana and marijuana products; or

(D)

creates a danger of illegal practices, methods, or activities in the conduct of the licensed

business.
(b)

If the person to be licensed consists of more than one individual, the names of all owners must be

submitted along with the fingerprints and date of birth of each owner having at least a 5% controlling beneficial
ownership interest.
(c)

Nonindividuals who apply for the issuance of a marijuana business license shall disclose to the

department the following:
(i)

a complete and accurate organizational chart of the marijuana business disclosing the identity and

ownership percentages of its controlling beneficial owners;
(ii) whether the applicant has ever filed for bankruptcy;
(iii) whether the applicant has ever been a party to a lawsuit, either as a plaintiff or defendant;
(iv) any financial interests held by the applicant in another marijuana business in any state;
(v) if the controlling beneficial owner is a publicly traded corporation, the controlling beneficial owners'
managers and any beneficial owners that directly or indirectly beneficially own 5% or more of the owner's
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interest in the controlling beneficial owner;
(vi) if the controlling beneficial owner is not a publicly traded corporation, the controlling beneficial
owner's managers and any beneficial owners that directly or indirectly beneficially own 5% or more of the
owner's interest in the controlling beneficial owner;
(vii) if the controlling beneficial owner is a natural person, the natural person's identifying information;
(viii) a person that is both a passive beneficial owner and a financial interest holder in the marijuana
business; and
(ix) any financial interest holder that holds two or more financial interests in the marijuana business or
that is contributing over 50% of the operating capital of the marijuana business.
(d)

The department may request that the marijuana business disclose each beneficial owner and

affiliate of an applicant, or marijuana business, or controlling beneficial owner that is not a publicly traded
corporation.
(e)

An applicant or marijuana business that is not a publicly traded corporation shall affirm under

penalty of perjury that it exercised reasonable care to confirm that its passive beneficial owners, financial
interest holders, and qualified institutional investors are not persons prohibited pursuant to this section, or
otherwise restricted from holding an interest under this chapter. An applicant's or marijuana business's failure to
exercise reasonable care is a basis for denial, fine, suspension, revocation, or other sanction by the
department.
(f)

An applicant or marijuana business that is a publicly traded corporation shall affirm under penalty

of perjury that it exercised reasonable care to confirm that its passive beneficial owners, financial interest
holders, and qualified institutional investors are not persons prohibited pursuant to this section, or otherwise
restricted from holding an interest under this chapter. An applicant's or marijuana business's failure to exercise
reasonable care is a basis for denial, fine, suspension, revocation, or other sanction by the department.
(g)

This section does not restrict the department’s ability to reasonably request information or records

at renewal or as part of any other investigation following initial licensure of a marijuana business.
(2)

The department shall conduct:

(a)

a fingerprint-based background check in association with an application for initial licensure and

every 3 years thereafter; and
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(b)

a name-based background check in association with an application for initial licensure and each

year thereafter except years that an applicant is required to submit fingerprints for a fingerprint-based
background check.
(3)(2)

The department may not license a person under this chapter if the person or an owner,

including a person with a financial interest:
(a)

has a felony conviction involving fraud, deceit, or embezzlement or for distribution of drugs to a

minor within the past 5 years and, after an investigation, the department finds that the applicant has not been
sufficiently rehabilitated as to warrant the public trust;
(b)

is in the custody of the department of corrections or a youth court;

(c)

has been convicted of a violation under 16-12-302;

(d)

has resided in Montana for less than 1 year; or

(e)

is under 18 years of age.

(a)

has a felony conviction or a conviction for a drug offense, including but not limited to, a conviction

for a violation of any marijuana law in any other state within the past 5 years and, after an investigation, the
department finds that the applicant has not been sufficiently rehabilitated as to warrant the public trust;
(b)

is in the custody of or under the supervision of the department of corrections or a youth court;

(c)

has been convicted of a violation under [section 19] or of making a fraudulent representation under

the former medical marijuana program administered by the department of public health and human services;
(d)

is under 21 years of age;

(e)

has failed to:

(i)

pay any taxes, interest, penalties, or judgments due to a government agency;

(ii) comply with any provisions of Title 15 or Title 16, including the failure to file any tax return or report;
(iii) stay out of default on a government-issued student loan;
(iv) pay child support; or
(v)

remedy an outstanding delinquency for child support or for taxes or judgments owed to a

government agency; or
(f) has had a license issued under this chapter or a former medical marijuana license revoked within 3
years of the date of the application; or
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(g)

has resided in Montana for less than 1 year.

(4)(3)

Marijuana for use pursuant to this chapter must be cultivated and manufactured in Montana

until unless federal law otherwise allows for the interstate distribution of marijuana.
(5)(4)

Except as provided in 16-12-209, an adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products

provider a cultivator, manufacturer, medical marijuana dispensary, or adult-use dispensary shall:
(a)

prior to selling marijuana or marijuana-infused marijuana products, submit samples to a testing

laboratories laboratory pursuant to this chapter and administrative rules;
(b)

allow the department to collect samples of marijuana or marijuana-infused marijuana products

during inspections of registered licensed premises for testing as provided by the department by rule; and
(c)

participate as required by the department by rule in a seed-to-sale tracking system established by

the department pursuant to 16-12-105; and
(d)

obtain the license from the department of agriculture if required by80-7-106for the adult-use

provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider that sells live plants as part of a sale of the adult-use
provider's business. An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider required to obtain a
nursery license is subject to the inspection requirements of 80-7-108.
(6)(5)

(a) Except as provided in 16-12-205, a person licensed under this section may cultivate

marijuana and manufacture marijuana-infused marijuana products for use by consumers or registered
cardholders only at one of the following locations:
(i)

a property that is owned by the adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider

licensee; or
(ii) with written permission of the property owner filed with the department when applying for, or
renewing a license, a property that is rented or leased by the adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused
products provider licensee.
(b)

Except as provided in 16-12-205, no portion of the property used for cultivation of marijuana or

manufacture of marijuana-infused marijuana products or marijuana concentrate may be shared with or rented
or leased to another adult-use provider, adult-use marijuana-infused products provider, or testing laboratory
licensee.
(c)

Marijuana or marijuana products may not be consumed on the premises of any licensed premises
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(7)

A licensed adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider may:

(a)(6)

A cultivator licensed under this chapter in accordance with licensing requirements set forth in

this chapter and rules adopted by the department:
(i)(a)

may operate adult-use dispensaries; and

(ii)(b) may engage in manufacturing;; and
(c)

may not engage in outdoor cultivation of marijuana, except as provided in [section 4(6)].

(b)

employ employees to cultivate marijuana, manufacture marijuana concentrates and marijuana-

infused products, and dispense and transport marijuana and marijuana-infused products;
(c)

provide a small amount of marijuana, marijuana concentrate, or marijuana-infused product

cultivated or manufactured on the registered premises to a licensed testing laboratory or the department of
agriculture;
(d)

sell the adult-use provider's business, including live plants, inventory, material assets, and all

licenses in accordance with rules adopted by the department; and
(e)

hold a provider or marijuana-infused products provider license issued pursuant to Title 50, chapter

46, part 3.
(8)

(a) Except as provided in subsection (8)(b), an adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused

products provider:
(i)

shall sell marijuana the adult-use provider has cultivated or marijuana products derived from

marijuana the adult-use marijuana-infused products provider has cultivated for at least 50% of the provider's
total annual sales;
(ii) may sell marijuana or marijuana-infused products to another adult-use provider for subsequent
resale for up to 50% of the adult-use provider's total annual sales;
(iii)(7) A cultivator or manufacturer:
(a)

may contract or otherwise arrange for another party that is licensed to process the adult provider's

or adult marijuana-infused products provider's marijuana into marijuana-infused products or marijuana
concentrates and return the marijuana-infused products or marijuana concentrates to the adult-use provider for
sale a cultivator's or manufacturer's marijuana into marijuana products and return the marijuana products to the
cultivator or manufacturer for sale; and
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(iv)(b) except as allowed pursuant to 16-12-207, may not open a dispensary or allow for any on-site

use before obtaining the required license or and before the department has completed the inspection required
under this chapter unless permitted to do so pursuant to 16-12-207.
(b)

The department may adjust the percentages set forth in subsection (8)(a) for an individual license

holder based on unforeseen circumstances leading to the loss of plants or products."

Section 51. Section 16-12-204, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-204. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Adult-use marijuana-infused products
provider Manufacturer -- requirements -- limitations -- fees. (1) A person licensed as an adult-use
marijuana-infused products provider a manufacturer shall:
(a)

prepare marijuana-infused marijuana products at a registered licensed premises exclusively; and

(b)

use equipment that is used exclusively for the manufacture and preparation of marijuana-infused

marijuana products.
(2)

An adult-use marijuana-infused products provider:

(a)

may cultivate marijuana only for the purpose of making marijuana-infused products; and

(b)

may not provide a consumer with marijuana in a form that may be used for smoking unless the

adult-use marijuana-infused products provider is also a licensed adult-use provider.
(3)(2)

All registered licensed premises on which marijuana-infused marijuana products are

manufactured must meet any applicable standards set by a local board of health for a retail food establishment
as defined in 50-50-102.
(3)

An applicant for a manufacturer license shall demonstrate that the local government approval

provisions contained in 16-12-301 have been satisfied in the jurisdiction where each proposed manufacturing
facility is located if a proposed facility would be located in a county in which the majority of voters voted against
approval of Initiative Measure No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general election.
(4)

When evaluating an initial or renewal application, the department shall evaluate each proposed

manufacturing facility for compliance with the provisions of 16-12-207 and 16-12-210.
(4)(5)

Marijuana-infused Marijuana products may not be considered a food or drug for the purposes of

Title 50, chapter 31.
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(6)

(a) The department shall charge a manufacturer license fee for an initial application and at each

renewal. The license fee is based on the amount of concentrate produced at a manufacturing facility on a
monthly basis. The annual fees for licensees are:
(i)

$5,000 for each manufacturing facility that produces, on a monthly basis, less than 1 pound of

concentrate and up to 10 pounds of concentrate;
(ii) $10,000 for each manufacturing facility that produces, on a monthly basis, between 10 pounds of
concentrate and 15 pounds of concentrate; and
(iii) $20,000 for each manufacturing facility that produces, on a monthly basis, 15 pounds or more of
concentrate.
(b)

The department may create additional fee levels as necessary.

(c)

A manufacturer may apply to advance to the next licensing level in conjunction with a regular

renewal application by demonstrating that its proposed additional or expanded manufacturing facility or facilities
are located in a jurisdiction where the local government approval provisions contained in 16-12-301 have been
satisfied or that they are located in a county in which the majority of voters voted to approve Initiative Measure
No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general election.
(7)

The department may adopt rules:

(a)

for the inspection of proposed manufacturing facilities;

(b)

for investigating the amount of concentrate produced at a manufacturing facility; and

(c)

for investigating owners or applicants for a determination of beneficial ownership or financial

interest."

Section 53. Section 16-12-206, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-206. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Testing laboratories -- licensing
inspections. (1) A testing laboratory licensed pursuant to Title 50, chapter 46, part 3, shall may:
(a)

measure the tetrahydrocannabinol, tetrahydrocannabinolic acid, cannabidiol, and cannabidiolic

acid content of marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products; and
(b)

test marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products for pesticides, solvents, moisture levels,

mold, mildew, and other contaminants. A testing laboratory may transport samples to be tested.
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(2)

The analytical laboratory services provided by the department of agriculture pursuant to 80-1-104

may be used for the testing provided for in this section.
(3)

A person with a financial interest in a licensed testing laboratory may not have a financial interest

in any entity involved in the cultivation of marijuana or manufacture of a marijuana-infused product or marijuana
concentrate for whom testing services are performed.
(2)

A licensed testing laboratory shall employ a scientific director who is responsible for ensuring the

achievement and maintenance of quality standards of practice. A scientific director must have the following
minimum qualifications:
(a)

a doctorate in chemical or biological sciences from a college or university accredited by a national

or regional certifying authority and a minimum of 2 years of postdegree laboratory experience; or
(b)

a master's degree in chemical or biological sciences from a college or university accredited by a

national or regional certifying authority and a minimum of 4 years of postdegree laboratory experience.
(3)

All owners and employees of a testing laboratory shall submit fingerprints to the department to

facilitate a fingerprint and background check as set forth in [section 2]. A testing laboratory may not be owned,
operated, or staffed by a person who has been convicted of a felony offense.
(4)

To qualify for licensure, a testing laboratory shall demonstrate that:

(a)

staff members are proficient in operation of the laboratory equipment; and

(b)

the laboratory:

(i)

maintains the equipment and instrumentation required by rule;

(ii) has all equipment and instrumentation necessary to certify results that meet the quality assurance
testing requirements established by rule, including the ability to certify results at the required level of sensitivity;
(iii) meets insurance and bonding requirements established by rule;
(iv) has the capacity and ability to serve rural areas of the state; and
(v)

has passed a proficiency program approved by the state laboratory that demonstrates it is able to

meet all testing requirements.
(4)(5)
(a)

Except as provided in 16-12-209, a testing laboratory shall conduct tests of:

samples of marijuana, marijuana concentrate, and marijuana-infused products submitted by adult-

use providers and adult-use marijuana-infused products providers and marijuana products submitted by
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cultivators and manufacturers pursuant to 16-12-209 and related administrative rules prior to sale of the
marijuana or marijuana-infused marijuana products;
(b)

samples of marijuana or marijuana-infused marijuana products collected by the department during

inspections of registered licensed premises; and
(c)

samples submitted by consumers or registered cardholders."

Section 54. Section 16-12-207, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-207. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Licensing as privilege -- criteria. (1) An
adult-use provider license, adult-use marijuana-infused products provider license, adult-use dispensary license,
or endorsement for manufacturing A cultivator license, manufacturer license, adult-use dispensary license,
medical marijuana dispensary license, combined-use marijuana license, marijuana transporter license, or any
other license authorized under this chapter is a privilege that the state may grant to an applicant and is not a
right to which an applicant is entitled. In making a licensing decision, the department shall consider:
(a)

the qualifications of the applicant; and

(b)

the suitability of the proposed registered licensed premises, including but not limited to cultivation

centers, dispensaries, and manufacturing facilities.
(2)

The department may deny or revoke a license based on proof that the applicant made a knowing

and material false statement in any part of the original application or renewal application.
(3)

(a) The department may deny an adult-use provider license, adult-use marijuana-infused products

provider license, adult-use dispensary license, or endorsement for manufacturing shall deny a cultivator license,
manufacturer license, adult-use dispensary license, or medical marijuana license if the applicant's proposed
registered licensed premises:
(i) is situated within a zone of a locality where an activity related to the use of marijuana conflicts with
an ordinance, a certified copy of which has been filed with the department;.
(4)

(a) The department may deny a license for an adult-use provider, adult-use marijuana-infused

products provider, or adult-use dispensary or an endorsement for manufacturing if the applicant's proposed
registered premises:
(i)(ii)

is not approved by local building, health, or fire officials as provided for in this chapter; or
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(ii)(iii) (A) except as provided in subsection (3)(a)(iii)(B), is within 500 feet of and on the same street as

a building used exclusively as a church, synagogue, or other place of worship or as a school or postsecondary
school other than a commercially operated school, unless the locality allows for a reduced requires a greater
distance. This distance must be measured in a straight line from the center of the nearest entrance of the place
of worship or school to the nearest entrance of the licensee's premises.
(B)

Subsection (3)(a)(iii)(A) does not apply if the application is for license renewal and the licensed

premises was established before the church, synagogue, or other place of worship or school or postsecondary
school existed on the same street.
(b)

For the purposes of this subsection (4) (3), "school" and "postsecondary school" have the

meanings provided in 20-5-402.
(5)

An adult-use provider, adult-use marijuana-infused products provider, or adult-use dispensary

licensee may operate at a shared location with a provider, marijuana-infused products provider, or dispensary
as defined in 50-46-302 if the provider, marijuana-infused products provider, or dispensary is owned by the
same person.
(4)

A licensee may not sell or otherwise transfer marijuana or marijuana products through a drive-up

window, except that a dispensary may hand-deliver marijuana or marijuana products to a registered cardholder
in a vehicle that is parked immediately outside the subject dispensary.
(5)

A marijuana business may not dispense or otherwise sell marijuana or marijuana products from a

vending machine or allow such a vending machine to be installed at the interior or exterior of the premises.
(6)

A marijuana business may not utilize the United States postal service or an alternative carrier

other than a licensed marijuana transporter to transport, distribute, ship, or otherwise deliver marijuana or
marijuana products.
(7)

A marijuana business may not provide free marijuana or marijuana products or offer samples of

marijuana or marijuana products.
(8)

Marijuana or a marijuana product may not be given as a prize, premium, or consideration for a

lottery, contest, game of chance, game of skill, or competition of any kind.
(9)

(a) Except as provided in subsection (9)(c), an adult-use dispensary or medical marijuana

dispensary must have a single, secured entrance for patrons and shall implement strict security measures to
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deter and prevent the theft of marijuana and unauthorized entrance in accordance with department rule.
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (9)(c), a marijuana business that is not an adult-use dispensary

or medical marijuana dispensary must implement security measures in accordance with department rule to
deter and prevent the theft of marijuana and unauthorized entrance.
(c)

The provisions of this subsection (9) do not supersede any state or local requirements relating to

minimum numbers of points of entry or exit, or any state or local requirements relating to fire safety.
(10) Each marijuana business shall install a video monitoring system that must, at a minimum:
(a)

allow for the transmission and storage, by digital means, of a video feed that displays the interior

and exterior of the cannabis establishment; and
(b)

be capable of being recorded as prescribed by the department.

(11) An adult-use dispensary or medical marijuana dispensary may not operate between the hours of 8
p.m. and 9 a.m. daily.
(12) A person under 21 years of age is not permitted inside a marijuana business unless the person is
a registered cardholder."

Section 55. Section 16-12-208, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-208. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Restrictions. (1) An adult-use provider or
adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A cultivator or manufacturer may not cultivate marijuana or
manufacture marijuana concentrates or marijuana-infused products in a manner that is visible from the street or
other public area without the use of binoculars, aircraft, or other optical aids.
(2)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A cultivator or

manufacturer may not cultivate, process, test, or store marijuana at any location other than the registered
licensed premises approved by the department and within an enclosed area that is secured in a manner that
prevents access by unauthorized persons.
(3)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider shall secure the provider's

inventory and equipment during and after operating hours to deter and prevent theft of marijuana.
(4)(3)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A licensee shall make

the registered licensed premises, books, and records available to the department for inspection and audit under
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16-12-210 during normal business hours.
(5)(4)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A licensee may not

allow a person under 18 years of age to volunteer or work for the licensee.
(6)(5)

Edible marijuana-infused marijuana products manufactured as candy may not be sold in

shapes or packages that are attractive to children or that are easily confused with commercially sold candy that
does not contain marijuana.
(7)(6)

(a) Marijuana or a marijuana-infused product marijuana products must be sold or otherwise

transferred in resealable, child-resistant exit packaging that complies with federal child resistance standards
and is designed to be significantly difficult for children under 5 years of age to open and not difficult for adults to
use properly.
(b)

Subsection (7)(a) does not apply to marijuana consumed on the premises where it is sold, if

permitted by department rule.
(b)

(i) Packaging of individual products may contain only the following design elements and language

on a white label:
(A)

the seller's business name and any accompanying logo or design mark;

(B)

the name of the product; and

(C)

the THC content or CBD content, health warning messages as provided in [section 109], and

ingredients.
(ii) All packaging and outward labeling, including business logos and design marks, must also comply
with any standards or criteria established by the department, including but not limited to allowable symbols and
imagery.
(8)(7)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider An adult-use dispensary

or medical marijuana dispensary may not sell or otherwise transfer tobacco hemp or alcohol from a registered
licensed premises.
(8)

(a) Prior to selling, offering for sale, or transferring marijuana or marijuana product that is for

ultimate sale to a consumer or registered cardholder, a licensee or license applicant shall submit both a
package and a label application, in a form prescribed by the department, to receive approval from the
department.
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(b)

The initial submission shall be made electronically if required by the department. The licensee,

license or applicant shall submit a physical prototype upon request by the department.
(c)

If a license applicant submits packages and labels for preapproval, final determination for

packages and labels may not be made until the applicant has been issued a license.
(d)

A packaging and label application must include:

(i)

a fee provided for in rule by the department;

(ii)

documentation that all exit packaging has been certified as child-resistant by a federally qualified

third-party child-resistant package testing firm;
(iii)

a picture or rendering of and description of the item to be placed in the each package; and

(iv)

for label applications for inhalable marijuana products that contain nonmarijuana additives:

(A)

the nonmarijuana additive's list of ingredients; and

(B) in a form and manner prescribed by the department, information regarding the additive or additives
and the manufacturer of the additive or additives.
(9)

For the purpose of this section, "exit packaging" means a sealed, child-resistant certified

receptacle into which marijuana or marijuana products already within a container are placed at the retail point of
sale."

Section 56. Section 16-12-209, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-209. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Testing of marijuana and marijuanainfused marijuana products. (1) An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A
cultivator, manufacturer, adult-use dispensary, or medical marijuana dispensary may not sell marijuana or
marijuana-infused marijuana products until the marijuana or marijuana products have been tested by a testing
laboratory or the department of agriculture and meet the requirements of 50-46-326 this section. The licensee
shall pay for the testing.
(2)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A licensee shall submit

material that has been collected in accordance with a sampling protocol established by the state laboratory by
rule. The protocol must address the division of marijuana and marijuana-infused marijuana products into batch
sizes for testing. Each batch must be tested in the following categories:
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(a)

flower;

(b)

concentrate; and

(c)

marijuana-infused product.

(3)

The state laboratory shall apply the same rules adopted pursuant to Title 50, chapter 46, part 3,

regarding the types of tests, inspections, analysis, and certification that must be performed to ensure product
safety and consumer protection to marijuana and marijuana products tested pursuant to this chapter adopt
rules regarding the types of tests that must be performed to ensure product safety and consumer protection.
Rules must include but are not limited to testing for:
(a)

the potency of the cannabinoids present; and

(b)

the presence of contaminants.

(4)

The testing laboratory shall conduct a visual inspection of each batch to determine the presence of

levels of foreign matter, debris, insects, and visible mold.
(5)

The state laboratory shall establish by rule the acceptable levels of moisture, pesticides, residual

solvents, mold, mildew, foreign matter, debris, insects, and other contaminants that marijuana products may
contain.
(6)

The testing laboratory shall:

(a)

issue a certificate of analysis certifying the test results; and

(b)

report the results to the seed-to-sale tracking system established pursuant to 16-12-105.

(4)(7)

An adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider A licensee may request

that material that has failed to pass the required tests be retested in accordance with the rules adopted by the
state laboratory providing for retesting parameters and requirements.
(5)(8)

Marijuana or a marijuana-infused marijuana product must include a label indicating that the

marijuana or marijuana-infused marijuana product has been tested.
(9)

(a) The department shall collect and, except as provided in subsection (9)(b), destroy samples of

marijuana and marijuana products that fail to meet the acceptable levels to ensure product safety and
consumer protection.
(b)

If a sample fails due to THC levels in excess of the allowable limit and is not deficient in any other

respect, the department may dispose of the sample by means other than destruction in accordance with rule.
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(c)

The department may contract for the duties under this subsection (9)."

Section 57. Section 16-12-210, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-210. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Inspections -- procedures -- prohibition
on inspector affiliation with licensees. (1) (a) The department shall conduct unannounced inspections of
registered licensed premises.
(b)

The department may not conduct more than two unannounced inspections of a licensed premises

per year unless a citation has been issued to a licensee at the premises within the last 2 years or there is other
just and reasonable cause.
(2)

(a) The department shall inspect annually each registered premises operated by a licensee.

(b)

The department may collect samples during the inspection of a registered licensed premises and

submit the samples to all registered testing laboratories a testing laboratory or the state laboratory for testing as
provided by the department by rule.
(3)

(a) Each adult-use provider and adult-use marijuana-infused products provider licensee shall

keep a complete set of records necessary to show all transactions with consumers and registered cardholders.
The records must be open for inspection by the department or state laboratory, as appropriate, and state or
local law enforcement agencies during normal business hours.
(b)
(i)

Each testing laboratory shall keep:
a complete set of records necessary to show all transactions with adult-use providers and adult-

use marijuana-infused products providers a licensee; and
(ii) all data, including instrument raw data, pertaining to the testing of marijuana and marijuana-infused
marijuana products.
(c)

The records and data required under this subsection (3) must be open for inspection by the

department and state or local law enforcement agencies during normal business hours.
(d)

The department may require an adult-use provider, adult-use marijuana-infused products provider,

or testing laboratory a licensee to furnish information that the department considers necessary for the proper
administration of this chapter.
(4)

(a) Registered Each licensed premises, including any places of storage, where marijuana is
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cultivated, manufactured, sold, stored, or tested are subject to entry by the department or state or local law
enforcement agencies for the purpose of inspection or investigation during normal business hours.
(b)

If any part of the registered a licensed premises consists of a locked area, the provider or

marijuana-infused products provider licensee shall make the area available for inspection immediately upon
request of the department or state or local law enforcement officials.
(5)

If the department conducts an inspection because of a complaint against a licensee or registered

licensed premises and does not find a violation of this chapter, the department shall give the licensee a copy of
the complaint with the name of the complainant redacted.
(6)(5)

The department may not hire or contract with a person to be an inspector if the person, has

worked during the previous 4 years, was or worked for a Montana business or facility operating under this
chapter or Title 50, chapter 46, part 3 a former medical marijuana licensee.
(6)

In addition to any other penalties provided under this chapter, the department may revoke,

suspend for up to 1 year, or refuse to renew a license or endorsement issued under this chapter if, upon
inspection and subsequent notice to the licensee, the department finds that any of the following circumstances
exist:
(a)

a cause for which issuance of the license or endorsement could have been rejected had it been

known to the department at the time of issuance;
(b)

a violation of an administrative rule adopted to carry out the provisions of this chapter; or

(c)

noncompliance with any provision of this chapter.

(6)(7)

The department may suspend or modify a license or endorsement without advance notice upon

a finding that presents an immediate threat to the health, safety, or welfare of consumers, employees of the
licensee, or members of the public. The department may establish by rule the applicable procedures for
securing or disposing of the inventory in such circumstances.
(7)(8)

(a) Review of a department action imposing a suspension, revocation, or other modification

under this chapter must be conducted as a contested case hearing before the department's office of dispute
resolution under the provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.
(b)

A person may appeal any decision of the department of revenue concerning the issuance,

rejection, suspension, or revocation of a license provided for by this chapter to the district court in the county in
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which the person operates or proposes to operate. If a person operates or seeks to operate in more than one
county, the person may seek judicial review in the district court with jurisdiction over actions arising in any of the
counties where it operates or seeks to operate.
(c)

An appeal pursuant to subsection (8)(b) shall be made by filing a complaint setting forth the

grounds for relief and the nature of relief demanded with the district court within 30 days following receipt of
notice of the department's final decision.
(10)(9) The department shall establish a training protocol to ensure uniform application and
enforcement of the requirements of this chapter.
(11)(10) The department shall report biennially to the revenue economic affairs interim committee
concerning the results of inspections conducted under this section. The report must include the information
required under 16-12-110."

Section 58. Section 16-12-211, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-211. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Advertising prohibited. (1) Persons with
licenses may not advertise marijuana or marijuana-related marijuana products in any medium, including
electronic media.
(2)

A listing in a directory of businesses authorized under this chapter is not advertising for the

purposes of this section.
(3)

A licensee may have a website but may not:

(a)

include prices on the website; or

(b)

actively solicit consumers or out-of-state consumers through the website.

(4)

The department shall adopt rules to clearly identify the activities that constitute advertising that are

prohibited under this section."

Section 59. Section 16-12-301, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-301. (Effective October 1, 2021) Local government authority to regulate -- opt-in
requirement in certain counties -- exemption for existing licensees. (1) (a) Except as provided in
subsection (1)(b), a marijuana business may not operate in a county in which the majority of voters voted
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against approval of Initiative Measure No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general election until:
(i)

the category or categories of license that the marijuana business seeks has or have been

approved by the local jurisdiction where the marijuana BUSINESS intends to operate as provided in subsection
(3) or (4); and
(ii) the business is licensed by the department pursuant to this chapter.
(b)

A former medical marijuana licensee that does not apply for licensure as an adult-use dispensary

may operate in its existing premises in compliance with rules adopted by the department pursuant to 16-12201(2) notwithstanding a local jurisdiction's failure to take action pursuant to subsections (3) through (6).
(c)

A former medical marijuana licensee that intends to apply for licensure as a cultivator,

manufacturer, adult-use dispensary, or testing laboratory may operate in compliance with rules adopted by the
department pursuant to 16-12-201(2) notwithstanding a local jurisdiction's failure to take action pursuant to
subsections (3) through (6), provided that the former marijuana licensee has remained in good standing with
the department of public health and human services and the department.
(d)

For the purpose of this section, the marijuana business categories that must be approved by a

local jurisdiction under subsections (3) through (6) in a county in which the majority of voters voted against
approval of Initiative Measure No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general election before a business may
operate are:
(i)

cultivator;

(ii) manufacturer;
(iii) medical marijuana dispensary, except as provided in subsection (1)(b);
(iv) adult-use dispensary;
(v)

combined-use marijuana licensee;

(vi) testing laboratory; and
(vii) marijuana transporter facility.
(e)

Marijuana businesses located in counties in which the majority of voters voted to approve Initiative

Measure No. 190 in the November 3, 2020, general election are not subject to the local government approval
process under subsections (3) through (6).
(2)

(a) To protect the public health, safety, or welfare, a local government may by ordinance or
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resolution otherwise regulate an adult-use provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider a
marijuana business that operates within the local government's jurisdictional area. The regulations may include
but are not limited to inspections of registered licensed premises, including but not limited to indoor cultivation
facilities, dispensaries, manufacturing facilities, and testing laboratories in order to ensure compliance with any
public health, safety, and welfare requirements established by the department or the local government.
(b)

A local government may not adopt ordinances or regulations that are unduly burdensome.

(b)

A former medical marijuana licensee that does not apply for licensure as an adult-use dispensary

is exempt from complying with any local governmental regulations that are adopted under this subsection after
[the effective date of this section] until its first license renewal date occurring after January 1, 2022, or the
expiration of any grace period granted by the locality, whichever is later.
(2)

The qualified electors of an incorporated municipality, county, or consolidated city-county may

request an election on whether to prohibit by ordinance adult-use dispensaries from being located within the
jurisdiction of the local government by filing a petition in accordance with 7-5-131 through 7-5-135 and 7-5-137.
(3)

An election regarding whether to approve any or all of the marijuana business categories listed in

subsection (1)(c) to be located within a local jurisdiction may be requested by filing a petition in accordance with
7-5-131 through 7-5-135 and 7-5-137 by:
(a)

the qualified electors of a county; or

(b)

the qualified electors of a municipality.

(3)(4)

(a) An election held pursuant to this section must be called, conducted, counted, and

canvassed in accordance with Title 13, chapter 1, part 4.
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (3)(c), an election held pursuant to this section may not be held

within 70 days before or after a primary, general, or regular local election.
(c)(b)

An election pursuant to this section may be held in conjunction with a regular election of the

governing body, general election, or a regular local or special election.
(4)(5)

If the qualified electors of an incorporated municipality, county, or consolidated city-county vote

to prohibit adult-use dispensaries from being a county vote to approve a type of marijuana business to be
located in the jurisdiction, the governing body shall enter the prohibition approval into the records of the local
government and notify the department of the election results.
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(5)(6)

(a) If an election is held pursuant to this section in a county that contains within its limits a

municipality of more than 5,000 persons according to the most recent federal decennial census:
(i)

it is not necessary for the registered qualified electors in the municipality to file a separate petition

asking for a separate or different vote on the question of whether to prohibit adult-use dispensaries PROHIBIT a
category of marijuana business from being located in the municipality; and
(ii) the county shall conduct the election in a manner that separates the votes in the municipality from
those in the remaining parts of the county.
(b)

If a majority of the qualified electors in the county, including the qualified electors in the

municipality, vote to prohibit adult-use dispensaries from being approve a category of marijuana business to be
located in the county, the county may not allow adult-use dispensaries that category of marijuana business to
operate in the county.
(c)

(i) If a majority of the qualified electors in the municipality vote to prohibit adult-use dispensaries

from being approve a category of marijuana business to be located in the municipality, the municipality may not
allow adult-use dispensaries that type of marijuana business to operate in the municipality.
(ii) If a majority of the qualified electors in the municipality vote to prohibit a category of marijuana
business from being located in the municipality, the municipality may not allow that type of marijuana business
to operate in the municipality.
(d)

Nothing contained in this subsection (5) (6) prevents any municipality from having a separate

election under the terms of this section.
(6)(7)

(a) An incorporated municipality, county, or consolidated city-county A county or municipality

that has voted to prohibit adult-use dispensaries from being approve a category of marijuana business to be
located in the jurisdiction or a county in which the majority of voters voted to approve Initiative Measure No. 190
in the November 3, 2020, general election may vote to discontinue the prohibition and to allow the prohibit the
previously prohibited approved or allowed operations within the incorporated municipality, county, or
consolidated city-county jurisdiction.
(b)

A vote overturning a prohibition on operation of adult-use dispensaries the approval of a category

of marijuana business or prohibiting the previously permitted operation of marijuana businesses is effective on
the 90th day after the local election is held.
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(7)

A local government may temporarily prohibit retail sales regulated under this chapter from being

located within its jurisdiction through local ordinance until an election can be held pursuant to this section.
(8)(8)

A local government may not prohibit the transportation of marijuana within or through its

jurisdiction on public roads by any person licensed to do so by the department or as otherwise allowed by this
chapter."

Section 60. Section 16-12-302, MCA, is amended to read:
"16-12-302. (Effective October 1, 2021 January 1, 2022) Fraudulent representation -- penalties.
(1) In addition to any other penalties provided by law, an individual who fraudulently represents to a law
enforcement official that the individual is an adult-use provider or an adult-use marijuana-infused products
provider a cultivator, manufacturer, adult-use dispensary, medical marijuana dispensary, testing laboratory,
marijuana transporter, or has a marijuana worker permit is guilty of a civil fine not to exceed $1,000.
(2)

An individual convicted under this section may not be licensed under this chapter as an adult-use

provider or adult-use marijuana-infused products provider under 16-12-203."

Section 61. Section 18-7-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"18-7-101.

Power to contract for printing -- exceptions. (1) Except as provided in 1-11-301 and 50-

46-303, 16-12-104, and [section 11], the department has exclusive power, subject to the approval of the
governor, to contract for all printing for any purpose used by the state in any state office (elective or appointive),
agency, or institution.
(2)

The department shall supervise and attend to all public printing of the state as provided in this

chapter and shall prevent duplication and unnecessary printing.
(3)

Unless otherwise provided by law, the department, in letting contracts as provided in this chapter,

for the printing, binding, and publishing of all laws, journals, and reports of the state agencies and institutions
may determine the quantity, quality, style, and grade of all such printing, binding, and publishing.
(4)

The provisions of this chapter do not apply to the state compensation insurance fund for purposes

of external marketing or educational materials."
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Section 62. Section 37-1-136, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-1-136.

Disciplinary authority of boards -- injunctions. (1) Subject to 37-1-138, each licensing

board allocated to the department has the authority, in addition to any other penalty or disciplinary action
provided by law, to adopt rules specifying grounds for disciplinary action and rules providing for:
(a)

revocation of a license;

(b)

suspension of its judgment of revocation on terms and conditions determined by the board;

(c)

suspension of the right to practice for a period not exceeding 1 year;

(d)

placing a licensee on probation;

(e)

reprimand or censure of a licensee; or

(f)

taking any other action in relation to disciplining a licensee as the board in its discretion considers

(2)

Any disciplinary action by a board shall be conducted as a contested case hearing under the

proper.

provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.
(3)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a board may maintain an action to enjoin a person

from engaging in the practice of the occupation or profession regulated by the board until a license to practice is
procured. A person who has been enjoined and who violates the injunction is punishable for contempt of court.
(4)

An action may not be taken against a person who is in compliance with Title 50, chapter 46

[sections 9 through 23].
(5)

Rules adopted under subsection (1) must provide for the provision of public notice as required by

37-1-311."

Section 63. Section 37-1-316, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-1-316.

Unprofessional conduct. The following is unprofessional conduct for a licensee or

license applicant governed by this part:
(1)

conviction, including conviction following a plea of nolo contendere, of a crime relating to or

committed during the course of the person's practice or involving violence, use or sale of drugs, fraud, deceit, or
theft, whether or not an appeal is pending;
(2)

permitting, aiding, abetting, or conspiring with a person to violate or circumvent a law relating to
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licensure or certification;
(3)

fraud, misrepresentation, deception, or concealment of a material fact in applying for or assisting

in securing a license or license renewal or in taking an examination required for licensure;
(4)

signing or issuing, in the licensee's professional capacity, a document or statement that the

licensee knows or reasonably ought to know contains a false or misleading statement;
(5)

a misleading, deceptive, false, or fraudulent advertisement or other representation in the conduct

of the profession or occupation;
(6)

offering, giving, or promising anything of value or benefit to a federal, state, or local government

employee or official for the purpose of influencing the employee or official to circumvent a federal, state, or local
law, rule, or ordinance governing the licensee's profession or occupation;
(7)

denial, suspension, revocation, probation, fine, or other license restriction or discipline against a

licensee by a state, province, territory, or Indian tribal government or the federal government if the action is not
on appeal, under judicial review, or has been satisfied;
(8)

failure to comply with a term, condition, or limitation of a license by final order of a board;

(9)

revealing confidential information obtained as the result of a professional relationship without the

prior consent of the recipient of services, except as authorized or required by law;
(10) use of alcohol, a habit-forming drug, or a controlled substance as defined in Title 50, chapter 32,
to the extent that the use impairs the user physically or mentally in the performance of licensed professional
duties;
(11) having a physical or mental disability that renders the licensee or license applicant unable to
practice the profession or occupation with reasonable skill and safety;
(12) engaging in conduct in the course of one's practice while suffering from a contagious or infectious
disease involving serious risk to public health or without taking adequate precautions, including but not limited
to informed consent, protective gear, or cessation of practice;
(13) misappropriating property or funds from a client or workplace or failing to comply with a board rule
regarding the accounting and distribution of a client's property or funds;
(14) interference with an investigation or disciplinary proceeding by willful misrepresentation of facts,
by the use of threats or harassment against or inducement to a client or witness to prevent them from providing
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evidence in a disciplinary proceeding or other legal action, or by use of threats or harassment against or
inducement to a person to prevent or attempt to prevent a disciplinary proceeding or other legal action from
being filed, prosecuted, or completed;
(15) assisting in the unlicensed practice of a profession or occupation or allowing another person or
organization to practice or offer to practice by use of the licensee's license;
(16) failing to report the institution of or final action on a malpractice action, including a final decision
on appeal, against the licensee or of an action against the licensee by a:
(a)

peer review committee;

(b)

professional association; or

(c)

local, state, federal, territorial, provincial, or Indian tribal government;

(17) failure of a health care provider, as defined in 27-6-103, to comply with a policy or practice
implementing 28-10-103(3)(a);
(18) conduct that does not meet the generally accepted standards of practice. A certified copy of a
malpractice judgment against the licensee or license applicant or of a tort judgment in an action involving an act
or omission occurring during the scope and course of the practice is conclusive evidence of but is not needed to
prove conduct that does not meet generally accepted standards.
(19) the sole use of any electronic means, including teleconferencing, to obtain the information
required for the written certification and accompanying statements used to apply for a registry identification card
pursuant to Title 50, chapter 46, part 3 [sections 9 through 23]."

Section 64. Section 37-3-203, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-3-203.
(a)

Powers and duties -- rulemaking authority. (1) The board may:

adopt rules necessary or proper to carry out the requirements in Title 37, chapter 3, parts 1

through 4, and of chapters covering podiatry, acupuncture, physician assistants, nutritionists, and emergency
care providers as set forth in Title 37, chapters 6, 13, 20, and 25, and 50-6-203, respectively. Rules adopted for
emergency care providers with an endorsement to provide community-integrated health care must address the
scope of practice, competency requirements, and educational requirements.
(b)

hold hearings and take evidence in matters relating to the exercise and performance of the powers
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and duties vested in the board;
(c)

aid the county attorneys of this state in the enforcement of parts 1 through 4 and 8 of this chapter

as well as Title 37, chapters 6, 13, 20, and 25, and Title 50, chapter 6, regarding emergency care providers
licensed by the board. The board also may assist the county attorneys of this state in the prosecution of
persons, firms, associations, or corporations charged with violations of the provisions listed in this subsection
(1)(c).
(d)

review certifications of disability and determinations of eligibility for a permit to hunt from a vehicle

as provided in 87-2-803(11); and
(e)

fund additional staff, hired by the department, to administer the provisions of this chapter, by

increasing license fees as necessary.
(2)

(a) The board shall establish a medical assistance program to assist and rehabilitate licensees

who are subject to the jurisdiction of the board and who are found to be physically or mentally impaired by
habitual intemperance or the excessive use of addictive drugs, alcohol, or any other drug or substance or by
mental illness or chronic physical illness.
(b)

The board shall ensure that a licensee who is required or volunteers to participate in the medical

assistance program as a condition of continued licensure or reinstatement of licensure must be allowed to
enroll in a qualified medical assistance program within this state and may not require a licensee to enroll in a
qualified treatment program outside the state unless the board finds that there is no qualified treatment program
in this state.
(3)

(a) The board shall report annually on the number and types of complaints it has received

involving physician practices in providing written certification, as defined in 50-46-302 [section 10], for the use
of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition provided for in Title 50, chapter 46 [sections 9 through 23]. The
report must contain:
(i)

the number of complaints received by the board pursuant to 37-1-308;

(ii) the number of complaints for which a reasonable cause determination was made pursuant to 37-1307;
(iii) the general nature of the complaints;
(iv) the number of investigations conducted into physician practices in providing written certification;
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and
(v)

the number of physicians disciplined by the board for their practices in providing written

certification for the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition.
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (3)(c), the report may not contain individual identifying

information regarding the physicians about whom the board received complaints.
(c)

For each physician against whom the board takes disciplinary action related to the physician's

practices in providing written certification for the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition, the report
must include:
(i)

the name of the physician;

(ii) the general results of the investigation of the physician's practices; and
(iii) the disciplinary action taken against the physician.
(d)

The board shall provide the report to the children, families, health, and human services economic

affairs interim committee by August 1 of each year and shall make a copy of the report available on the board's
website.
(4)

The board may enter into agreements with other states for the purposes of mutual recognition of

licensing standards and licensing of physicians and emergency care providers from other states under the
terms of a mutual recognition agreement."

Section 65. Section 39-2-210, MCA, is amended to read:
"39-2-210.

Limitation on adverse action. Except as provided in 50-46-320 16-12-108, no adverse

action, including followup testing, may be taken by the employer if the employee presents a reasonable
explanation or medical opinion indicating that the original test results were not caused by illegal use of
controlled substances or by alcohol consumption. If the employee presents a reasonable explanation or
medical opinion, the test results must be removed from the employee's record and destroyed."

Section 66. Section 39-2-313, MCA, is amended to read:
"39-2-313.

Discrimination prohibited for use of lawful product during nonworking hours --

exceptions. (1) For purposes of this section, "lawful product" means a product that is legally consumed, used,
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or enjoyed and includes food, beverages, and tobacco, and marijuana.
(2)

Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), an employer may not refuse to employ or license

and may not discriminate against an individual with respect to compensation, promotion, or the terms,
conditions, or privileges of employment because the individual legally uses a lawful product off the employer's
premises during nonworking hours.
(3)

Subsection (2) does not apply to:

(a)

use of a lawful product, including the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition as

defined in 50-46-302, that:
(i)

affects in any manner an individual's ability to perform job-related employment responsibilities or

the safety of other employees; or
(ii) conflicts with a bona fide occupational qualification that is reasonably related to the individual's
employment;
(b)

an individual who, on a personal basis, has a professional service contract with an employer and

the unique nature of the services provided authorizes the employer, as part of the service contract, to limit the
use of certain products; or
(c)

an employer that is a nonprofit organization that, as one of its primary purposes or objectives,

discourages the use of one or more lawful products by the general public.
(4)

An employer does not violate this section if the employer takes action based on the belief that the

employer's actions are permissible under an established substance abuse or alcohol program or policy,
professional contract, or collective bargaining agreement.
(5)

An employer may offer, impose, or have in effect a health, disability, or life insurance policy that

makes distinctions between employees for the type or price of coverage based on the employees' use of a
product if:
(a)

differential rates assessed against employees reflect actuarially justified differences in providing

employee benefits;
(b)

the employer provides an employee with written notice delineating the differential rates used by

the employer's insurance carriers; and
(c)

the distinctions in the type or price of coverage are not used to expand, limit, or curtail the rights or
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liabilities of a party in a civil cause of action."

Section 67. Section 39-71-407, MCA, is amended to read:
"39-71-407. (Temporary) Liability of insurers -- limitations. (1) For workers' compensation injuries,
each insurer is liable for the payment of compensation, in the manner and to the extent provided in this section,
to an employee of an employer covered under plan No. 1, plan No. 2, and the state fund under plan No. 3 that it
insures who receives an injury arising out of and in the course of employment or, in the case of death from the
injury, to the employee's beneficiaries, if any.
(2)

An injury does not arise out of and in the course of employment when the employee is:

(a)

on a paid or unpaid break, is not at a worksite of the employer, and is not performing any specific

tasks for the employer during the break; or
(b)

engaged in a social or recreational activity, regardless of whether the employer pays for any

portion of the activity. The exclusion from coverage of this subsection (2)(b) does not apply to an employee
who, at the time of injury, is on paid time while participating in a social or recreational activity or whose
presence at the activity is required or requested by the employer. For the purposes of this subsection (2)(b),
"requested" means the employer asked the employee to assume duties for the activity so that the employee's
presence is not completely voluntary and optional and the injury occurred in the performance of those duties.
(3)

(a) Subject to subsection (3)(c), an insurer is liable for an injury, as defined in 39-71-119, only if

the injury is established by objective medical findings and if the claimant establishes that it is more probable
than not that:
(i)

a claimed injury has occurred; or

(ii) a claimed injury has occurred and aggravated a preexisting condition.
(b)

Proof that it was medically possible that a claimed injury occurred or that the claimed injury

aggravated a preexisting condition is not sufficient to establish liability.
(c)

Objective medical findings are sufficient for a presumptive occupational disease as defined in 39-

71-1401 but may be overcome by a preponderance of the evidence.
(4)

(a) An employee who suffers an injury or dies while traveling is not covered by this chapter

unless:
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(i)

the employer furnishes the transportation or the employee receives reimbursement from the

employer for costs of travel, gas, oil, or lodging as a part of the employee's benefits or employment agreement
and the travel is necessitated by and on behalf of the employer as an integral part or condition of the
employment; or
(ii) the travel is required by the employer as part of the employee's job duties.
(b)

A payment made to an employee under a collective bargaining agreement, personnel policy

manual, or employee handbook or any other document provided to the employee that is not wages but is
designated as an incentive to work at a particular jobsite is not a reimbursement for the costs of travel, gas, oil,
or lodging, and the employee is not covered under this chapter while traveling.
(5)

Except as provided in subsection (6), an employee is not eligible for benefits otherwise payable

under this chapter if the employee's use of alcohol or drugs not prescribed by a physician is the major
contributing cause of the accident.
(6)

(a) An employee who has received written certification, as defined in 50-46-302 [section 10], from

a physician for the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition and who is otherwise eligible for benefits
payable under this chapter is subject to the limitations of subsections (6)(b) through (6)(d).
(b)

An employee is not eligible for benefits otherwise payable under this chapter if the employee's use

of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition, as defined in 50-46-302 [16-12-102], is the major contributing
cause of the injury or occupational disease.
(c)

Nothing in this chapter may be construed to require an insurer to reimburse any person for costs

associated with the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition, as defined in 50-46-302 [16-12-102].
(d)

In an accepted liability claim, the benefits payable under this chapter may not be increased or

enhanced due to a worker's use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition, as defined in 50-46-302 [1612-102]. An insurer remains liable for those benefits that the worker would qualify for absent the worker's use of
marijuana for a debilitating medical condition.
(7)

The provisions of subsection (5) do not apply if the employer had knowledge of and failed to

attempt to stop the employee's use of alcohol or drugs not prescribed by a physician. This subsection (7) does
not apply to the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition because marijuana is not a prescribed
drug.
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(8)

If there is no dispute that an insurer is liable for an injury but there is a liability dispute between two

or more insurers, the insurer for the most recently filed claim shall pay benefits until that insurer proves that
another insurer is responsible for paying benefits or until another insurer agrees to pay benefits. If it is later
proven that the insurer for the most recently filed claim is not responsible for paying benefits, that insurer must
receive reimbursement for benefits paid to the claimant from the insurer proven to be responsible.
(9)

If a claimant who has reached maximum healing suffers a subsequent nonwork-related injury to

the same part of the body, the workers' compensation insurer is not liable for any compensation or medical
benefits caused by the subsequent nonwork-related injury.
(10) Except for cases of presumptive occupational disease as provided in 39-71-1401 and 39-71-1402,
an employee is not eligible for benefits payable under this chapter unless the entitlement to benefits is
established by objective medical findings that contain sufficient factual and historical information concerning the
relationship of the worker's condition to the original injury.
(11) (a) For occupational diseases, every employer enrolled under plan No. 1, every insurer under
plan No. 2, or the state fund under plan No. 3 is liable for the payment of compensation, in the manner and to
the extent provided in this chapter, to an employee of an employer covered under plan No. 1, plan No. 2, or the
state fund under plan No. 3 if the employee is diagnosed with a compensable occupational disease.
(b)

The provisions of subsection (11)(a) apply to presumptive occupational disease if the employee is

diagnosed and meets the conditions of 39-71-1401 and 39-71-1402.
(12) An insurer is liable for an occupational disease only if the occupational disease:
(a)

is established by objective medical findings; and

(b)

arises out of or is contracted in the course and scope of employment. An occupational disease is

considered to arise out of or be contracted in the course and scope of employment if the events occurring on
more than a single day or work shift are the major contributing cause of the occupational disease in relation to
other factors contributing to the occupational disease. For the purposes of this subsection (12), an occupational
disease is not the same as a presumptive occupational disease.
(13) When compensation is payable for an occupational disease or a presumptive occupational
disease, the only employer liable is the employer in whose employment the employee was last injuriously
exposed to the hazard of the disease.
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(14) When there is more than one insurer and only one employer at the time that the employee was

injuriously exposed to the hazard of the disease, the liability rests with the insurer providing coverage at the
earlier of:
(a)

the time that the occupational disease or presumptive occupational disease was first diagnosed by

a health care provider; or
(b)

the time that the employee knew or should have known that the condition was the result of an

occupational disease or a presumptive occupational disease.
(15) In the case of pneumoconiosis, any coal mine operator who has acquired a mine in the state or
substantially all of the assets of a mine from a person who was an operator of the mine on or after December
30, 1969, is liable for and shall secure the payment of all benefits that would have been payable by that person
with respect to miners previously employed in the mine if acquisition had not occurred and that person had
continued to operate the mine, and the prior operator of the mine is not relieved of any liability under this
section.
(16) As used in this section, "major contributing cause" means a cause that is the leading cause
contributing to the result when compared to all other contributing causes. (Void on occurrence of contingency-sec. 7, Ch. 158, L. 2019.)
39-71-407.

(Effective on occurrence of contingency) Liability of insurers -- limitations. (1) For

workers' compensation injuries, each insurer is liable for the payment of compensation, in the manner and to
the extent provided in this section, to an employee of an employer covered under plan No. 1, plan No. 2, and
the state fund under plan No. 3 that it insures who receives an injury arising out of and in the course of
employment or, in the case of death from the injury, to the employee's beneficiaries, if any.
(2)

An injury does not arise out of and in the course of employment when the employee is:

(a)

on a paid or unpaid break, is not at a worksite of the employer, and is not performing any specific

tasks for the employer during the break; or
(b)

engaged in a social or recreational activity, regardless of whether the employer pays for any

portion of the activity. The exclusion from coverage of this subsection (2)(b) does not apply to an employee
who, at the time of injury, is on paid time while participating in a social or recreational activity or whose
presence at the activity is required or requested by the employer. For the purposes of this subsection (2)(b),
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"requested" means the employer asked the employee to assume duties for the activity so that the employee's
presence is not completely voluntary and optional and the injury occurred in the performance of those duties.
(3)

(a) An insurer is liable for an injury, as defined in 39-71-119, only if the injury is established by

objective medical findings and if the claimant establishes that it is more probable than not that:
(i)

a claimed injury has occurred; or

(ii) a claimed injury has occurred and aggravated a preexisting condition.
(b)

Proof that it was medically possible that a claimed injury occurred or that the claimed injury

aggravated a preexisting condition is not sufficient to establish liability.
(4)

(a) An employee who suffers an injury or dies while traveling is not covered by this chapter

(i)

the employer furnishes the transportation or the employee receives reimbursement from the

unless:

employer for costs of travel, gas, oil, or lodging as a part of the employee's benefits or employment agreement
and the travel is necessitated by and on behalf of the employer as an integral part or condition of the
employment; or
(ii) the travel is required by the employer as part of the employee's job duties.
(b)

A payment made to an employee under a collective bargaining agreement, personnel policy

manual, or employee handbook or any other document provided to the employee that is not wages but is
designated as an incentive to work at a particular jobsite is not a reimbursement for the costs of travel, gas, oil,
or lodging, and the employee is not covered under this chapter while traveling.
(5)

Except as provided in subsection (6), an employee is not eligible for benefits otherwise payable

under this chapter if the employee's use of alcohol or drugs not prescribed by a physician is the major
contributing cause of the accident.
(6)

(a) An employee who has received written certification, as defined in 50-46-302 [section 10], from

a physician for the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition and who is otherwise eligible for benefits
payable under this chapter is subject to the limitations of subsections (6)(b) through (6)(d).
(b)

An employee is not eligible for benefits otherwise payable under this chapter if the employee's use

of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition, as defined in 50-46-302 [16-12-102], is the major contributing
cause of the injury or occupational disease.
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(c)

Nothing in this chapter may be construed to require an insurer to reimburse any person for costs

associated with the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition, as defined in 50-46-302 [16-12-102].
(d)

In an accepted liability claim, the benefits payable under this chapter may not be increased or

enhanced due to a worker's use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition, as defined in 50-46-302 [1612-102]. An insurer remains liable for those benefits that the worker would qualify for absent the worker's use of
marijuana for a debilitating medical condition.
(7)

The provisions of subsection (5) do not apply if the employer had knowledge of and failed to

attempt to stop the employee's use of alcohol or drugs not prescribed by a physician. This subsection (7) does
not apply to the use of marijuana for a debilitating medical condition because marijuana is not a prescribed
drug.
(8)

If there is no dispute that an insurer is liable for an injury but there is a liability dispute between two

or more insurers, the insurer for the most recently filed claim shall pay benefits until that insurer proves that
another insurer is responsible for paying benefits or until another insurer agrees to pay benefits. If it is later
proven that the insurer for the most recently filed claim is not responsible for paying benefits, that insurer must
receive reimbursement for benefits paid to the claimant from the insurer proven to be responsible.
(9)

If a claimant who has reached maximum healing suffers a subsequent nonwork-related injury to

the same part of the body, the workers' compensation insurer is not liable for any compensation or medical
benefits caused by the subsequent nonwork-related injury.
(10) An employee is not eligible for benefits payable under this chapter unless the entitlement to
benefits is established by objective medical findings that contain sufficient factual and historical information
concerning the relationship of the worker's condition to the original injury.
(11) For occupational diseases, every employer enrolled under plan No. 1, every insurer under plan
No. 2, or the state fund under plan No. 3 is liable for the payment of compensation, in the manner and to the
extent provided in this chapter, to an employee of an employer covered under plan No. 1, plan No. 2, or the
state fund under plan No. 3 if the employee is diagnosed with a compensable occupational disease.
(12) An insurer is liable for an occupational disease only if the occupational disease:
(a)

is established by objective medical findings; and

(b)

arises out of or is contracted in the course and scope of employment. An occupational disease is
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considered to arise out of or be contracted in the course and scope of employment if the events occurring on
more than a single day or work shift are the major contributing cause of the occupational disease in relation to
other factors contributing to the occupational disease.
(13) When compensation is payable for an occupational disease, the only employer liable is the
employer in whose employment the employee was last injuriously exposed to the hazard of the disease.
(14) When there is more than one insurer and only one employer at the time that the employee was
injuriously exposed to the hazard of the disease, the liability rests with the insurer providing coverage at the
earlier of:
(a)

the time that the occupational disease was first diagnosed by a health care provider; or

(b)

the time that the employee knew or should have known that the condition was the result of an

occupational disease.
(15) In the case of pneumoconiosis, any coal mine operator who has acquired a mine in the state or
substantially all of the assets of a mine from a person who was an operator of the mine on or after December
30, 1969, is liable for and shall secure the payment of all benefits that would have been payable by that person
with respect to miners previously employed in the mine if acquisition had not occurred and that person had
continued to operate the mine, and the prior operator of the mine is not relieved of any liability under this
section.
(16) As used in this section, "major contributing cause" means a cause that is the leading cause
contributing to the result when compared to all other contributing causes."

Section 68. Section 41-5-216, MCA, is amended to read:
"41-5-216.

Disposition of youth court, law enforcement, and department records -- sharing and

access to records. (1) Formal and informal youth court records, law enforcement records, and department
records that are not exempt from sealing under subsections (4) and (6) and that pertain to a youth covered by
this chapter must be physically sealed on the youth's 18th birthday. In those cases in which jurisdiction of the
court or any agency is extended beyond the youth's 18th birthday, the records must be physically sealed upon
termination of the extended jurisdiction.
(2)

Except as provided in subsection (6), when the records pertaining to a youth pursuant to this
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section are sealed, an agency, other than the department, that has in its possession copies of the sealed
records shall destroy the copies of the records. Anyone violating the provisions of this subsection is subject to
contempt of court.
(3)

Except as provided in subsection (6), this section does not prohibit the destruction of records with

the consent of the youth court judge or county attorney after 10 years from the date of sealing.
(4)

The requirements for sealed records in this section do not apply to medical records, fingerprints,

DNA records, photographs, youth traffic records, records in any case in which the youth did not fulfill all
requirements of the court's judgment or disposition, records referred to in 42-3-203, or the information referred
to in 46-23-508, in any instance in which the youth was required to register as a sexual offender pursuant to
Title 46, chapter 23, part 5.
(5)

After formal and informal youth court records, law enforcement records, and department records

are sealed, they are not open to inspection except, upon order of the youth court, for good cause to:
(a)

those persons and agencies listed in 41-5-215(2); and

(b)

adult probation and parole staff preparing a presentence report on an adult with an existing sealed

youth court record.
(6)

(a) When formal youth court records, law enforcement records, and department records are

sealed under subsection (1), the electronic records of the management information system maintained by the
office of court administrator and by the department relating to the youth whose records are being sealed must
be preserved for the express purpose of research and program evaluation.
(b)

The department of public health and human services, the office of court administrator, and the

department shall disassociate the offense and disposition information from the name of the youth in the
respective management information system. The offense and disposition information must be maintained
separately and may be used only:
(i)

for research and program evaluation authorized by the office of court administrator or by the

department and subject to any applicable laws; and
(ii) as provided in Title 5, chapter 13.
(7)

(a) Informal youth court records for a youth for whom formal proceedings have been filed must be

physically sealed on the youth's 18th birthday or, in those cases in which jurisdiction of the court or any agency
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is extended beyond the youth's 18th birthday, upon termination of the extended jurisdiction and may be
inspected only pursuant to subsection (5).
(b)

The informal youth court records are confidential and may be shared only with those persons and

agencies listed in 41-5-215(2).
(c)

Except as provided in subsection (7)(a), when a youth becomes 18 years of age or when extended

supervision ends and the youth was involved only in informal proceedings, informal youth court records that are
in hard-copy form must be destroyed and any electronic records in the youth court management information
system must disassociate the offense and disposition information from the name of the youth and may be used
only for the following purposes:
(i)

for research and program evaluation authorized by the office of the court administrator and subject

to any applicable laws; and
(ii) as provided in Title 5, chapter 13.
(8)

Nothing in this section prohibits the sharing of formal or informal youth court records within the

juvenile probation management information system to a person or agency listed in 41-5-215(2).
(9)

This section does not prohibit the sharing of formal or informal youth court records within the

department's youth management information system. Electronic records of the department's youth
management information system may not be shared except as provided in subsection (5). A person or agency
receiving the youth court record shall destroy the record after it has fulfilled its purpose.
(10) This section does not prohibit the sharing of formal or informal youth court records with a shortterm detention center, a youth care facility, a youth assessment center, or a youth detention facility upon
placement of a youth within the facility.
(11) This section does not prohibit access to formal or informal youth court records, including
electronic records, for purposes of conducting evaluations as required by 41-5-2003 and studies conducted
between individuals and agencies listed in 41-5-215(2).
(12) This section does not prohibit the office of court administrator, upon written request from the
department of public health and human services revenue, from confirming whether a person applying for a
registry identification card pursuant to 50-46-307 [section 11] or a license pursuant to 50-46-308 16-12-203 is
currently under youth court supervision."
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Section 69. Section 45-9-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-9-101.

Criminal distribution of dangerous drugs. (1) Except as provided in Title 16, chapter

12, or Title 50, chapter 46, a person commits the offense of criminal distribution of dangerous drugs if the
person sells, barters, exchanges, gives away, or offers to sell, barter, exchange, or give away any dangerous
drug, as defined in 50-32-101.
(2)

A person convicted of criminal distribution of dangerous drugs involving giving away or sharing

any dangerous drug, as defined in 50-32-101, shall be sentenced as provided in 45-9-102.
(3)

A person convicted of criminal distribution of dangerous drugs not otherwise provided for in

subsection (1), (2), or (4) shall be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 25 years or be fined
an amount of not more than $50,000, or both.
(4)

A person who was an adult at the time of distribution and who is convicted of criminal distribution

of dangerous drugs to a minor shall be sentenced as follows:
(a)

For a first offense, the person shall be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 40

years and may be fined not more than $50,000.
(b)

For a second or subsequent offense, the person shall be imprisoned in the state prison for a term

not to exceed life and may be fined not more than $50,000.
(5)

Practitioners, as defined in 50-32-101, and agents under their supervision acting in the course of a

professional practice are exempt from this section."

Section 70. Section 45-9-102, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-9-102.

Criminal possession of dangerous drugs. (1) Except as provided in Title 16, chapter

12, or 50-32-609, or Title 50, chapter 46, a person commits the offense of criminal possession of dangerous
drugs if the person possesses any dangerous drug, as defined in 50-32-101, [in an amount] greater than
permitted or for which a penalty is not specified under Title 16, chapter 12.
(2)

A person convicted of criminal possession of dangerous drugs shall be imprisoned in the state

prison for a term not to exceed 5 years or be fined an amount not to exceed $5,000, or both.
(3)

A person convicted of a first violation under this section is presumed to be entitled to a deferred
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imposition of sentence of imprisonment.
(4)

Ultimate users and practitioners, as defined in 50-32-101, and agents under their supervision

acting in the course of a professional practice are exempt from this section."

Section 71. Section 45-9-103, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-9-103.

Criminal possession with intent to distribute. (1) Except as provided in Title 16,

chapter 12, or Title 50, chapter 46, a person commits the offense of criminal possession with intent to distribute
if the person possesses with intent to distribute any dangerous drug as defined in 50-32-101 [in an amount]
greater than permitted or for which a penalty is not specified under Title 16, chapter 12.
(2)

A person convicted of criminal possession with intent to distribute shall be imprisoned in the state

prison for a term of not more than 20 years or be fined an amount not to exceed $50,000, or both.
(3)

Practitioners, as defined in 50-32-101, and agents under their supervision acting in the course of a

professional practice are exempt from this section."

Section 72. Section 45-9-110, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-9-110.

Criminal production or manufacture of dangerous drugs. (1) Except as provided in

Title 16, chapter 12, or Title 50, chapter 46, a person commits the offense of criminal production or manufacture
of dangerous drugs if the person knowingly or purposely produces, manufactures, prepares, cultivates,
compounds, or processes a dangerous drug, as defined in 50-32-101.
(2)

A person convicted of criminal production or manufacture of dangerous drugs, as defined in 50-

32-101, shall be imprisoned in the state prison for a term of not more than 25 years and may be fined an
amount not to exceed $50,000.
(3)

A person convicted of production of marijuana or tetrahydrocannabinol in an amount greater than

permitted or for which a penalty is not specified under Title 16, chapter 12, or Title 50, chapter 46, or
manufacture without the appropriate license and endorsement pursuant to Title 16, chapter 12, or Title 50,
chapter 46, shall be imprisoned in the state prison for a term of not more than 5 years and may be fined an
amount not to exceed $5,000, except that if the total weight is more than a pound or the number of plants is
more than 30, the person shall be imprisoned in the state prison for a term of not more than 25 years and may
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be fined an amount not to exceed $50,000. "Weight" means the weight of the dry plant and includes the leaves
and stem structure but does not include the root structure.
(4)

Practitioners, as defined in 50-32-101, and agents under their supervision acting in the course of a

professional practice are exempt from this section."

Section 73. Section 45-9-127, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-9-127.

Carrying dangerous drugs on train -- penalty. (1) Except as provided in Title 16,

chapter 12, or Title 50, chapter 46, a person commits the offense of carrying dangerous drugs on a train in this
state if the person is knowingly or purposely in criminal possession of a dangerous drug and boards any train.
(2)

A person convicted of carrying dangerous drugs on a train in this state is subject to the penalties

provided in 45-9-102."

Section 74. Section 45-9-203, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-9-203.

Surrender of license. (1) If a court suspends or revokes a driver's license under 45-9-

202(2)(e), the defendant shall, at the time of sentencing, surrender the license to the court. The court shall
forward the license and a copy of the sentencing order to the department of justice. The defendant may apply to
the department for issuance of a probationary license under 61-2-302.
(2)

If a person with a registry identification card or license issued pursuant to 50-46-307 [section 11]

or 50-46-308 16-12-203 is convicted of an offense under this chapter, the court shall:
(a)

at the time of sentencing, require the person to surrender the registry identification card; and

(b)

notify the department of public health and human services revenue of the conviction in order for

the department to carry out its duties under 50-46-330 [section 18] or 16-12-109."

Section 75. Section 45-10-103, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-10-103. Criminal possession of drug paraphernalia. Except as provided in Title 16, chapter 12,
or 50-32-609, or Title 50, chapter 46, it is unlawful for a person to use or to possess with intent to use drug
paraphernalia to plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, process,
prepare, test, analyze, pack, repack, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale, or otherwise introduce into
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the human body a dangerous drug. A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction shall be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than 6 months, fined an amount of not more than
$500, or both. A person convicted of a first violation of this section is presumed to be entitled to a deferred
imposition of sentence of imprisonment."

Section 76. Section 45-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:
"45-10-107.
(1)

Exemptions. The provisions of this part do not apply to:

practitioners, as defined in 50-32-101, and agents under their supervision acting in the course of a

professional practice;
(2)

persons acting in compliance with Title 50, chapter 46;

(3)(2)

persons acting in compliance with Title 16, chapter 12; or

(4)(3)

persons acting as employees or volunteers of an organization, including a nonprofit community-

based organization, local health department, or tribal health department, that provides needle and syringe
exchange services to prevent and reduce the transmission of communicable diseases."

Section 77. Section 46-18-202, MCA, is amended to read:
"46-18-202. Additional restrictions on sentence. (1) The sentencing judge may also impose any of
the following restrictions or conditions on the sentence provided for in 46-18-201 that the judge considers
necessary to obtain the objectives of rehabilitation and the protection of the victim and society:
(a)

prohibition of the offender's holding public office;

(b)

prohibition of the offender's owning or carrying a dangerous weapon;

(c)

restrictions on the offender's freedom of association;

(d)

restrictions on the offender's freedom of movement;

(e)

a requirement that the defendant provide a biological sample for DNA testing for purposes of Title

44, chapter 6, part 1, if an agreement to do so is part of the plea bargain;
(f)

a requirement that the offender surrender any registry identification card issued under [section 11]

or license issued under 50-46-303 16-12-203;
(g)

any other limitation reasonably related to the objectives of rehabilitation and the protection of the
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victim and society.
(2)

Whenever the sentencing judge imposes a sentence of imprisonment in a state prison for a term

exceeding 1 year, the sentencing judge may also impose the restriction that the offender is ineligible for parole
and participation in the supervised release program while serving that term. If the restriction is to be imposed,
the sentencing judge shall state the reasons for it in writing. If the sentencing judge finds that the restriction is
necessary for the protection of society, the judge shall impose the restriction as part of the sentence and the
judgment must contain a statement of the reasons for the restriction.
(3)

If a sentencing judge requires an offender to surrender a registry identification card issued under

[section 11] or license issued under 50-46-303 16-12-203, the court shall return the card or license to the
department of public health and human services revenue and provide the department with information on the
offender's sentence. The department shall revoke the card for the duration of the sentence and shall return the
card if the offender successfully completes the terms of the sentence before the expiration date listed on the
card."

Section 78. Section 50-46-302, MCA, is amended to read:
"50-46-302. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions apply:
(1)

"Canopy" means the total amount of square footage dedicated to live plant production at a

registered premises consisting of the area of the floor, platform, or means of support or suspension of the plant.
(2)

"Chemical manufacturing" means the production of marijuana concentrate.

(3)

"Correctional facility or program" means a facility or program that is described in 53-1-202 and to

which an individual may be ordered by any court of competent jurisdiction.
(4)

"Debilitating medical condition" means:

(a)

cancer, glaucoma, positive status for human immunodeficiency virus, or acquired immune

deficiency syndrome when the condition or disease results in symptoms that seriously and adversely affect the
patient's health status;
(b)

cachexia or wasting syndrome;

(c)

severe chronic pain that is persistent pain of severe intensity that significantly interferes with daily

activities as documented by the patient's treating physician;
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(d)

intractable nausea or vomiting;

(e)

epilepsy or an intractable seizure disorder;

(f)

multiple sclerosis;

(g)

Crohn's disease;

(h)

painful peripheral neuropathy;

(i)

a central nervous system disorder resulting in chronic, painful spasticity or muscle spasms;

(j)

admittance into hospice care in accordance with rules adopted by the department; or

(k)

posttraumatic stress disorder.

(5)

"Department" means the department of public health and human services revenue provided for in

2-15-2201 2-15-1301.
(6)

"Dispensary" means a registered premises from which a provider or marijuana-infused products

provider is approved by the department to dispense marijuana or marijuana-infused products to a registered
cardholder.
(7)

(a) "Employee" means an individual employed to do something for the benefit of an employer.

(b)

The term includes a manager, agent, or director of a partnership, association, company,

corporation, limited liability company, or organization.
(c)

The term does not include a third party with whom a licensee has a contractual relationship.

(8)

"Financial interest" means a legal or beneficial interest that entitles the holder, directly or indirectly

through a business, an investment, or a spouse, parent, or child relationship, to 1% or more of the net profits or
net worth of the entity in which the interest is held.
(9)

"Local government" means a county, a consolidated government, or an incorporated city or town.

(10) "Marijuana" has the meaning provided in 50-32-101.
(11) "Marijuana concentrate" means any type of marijuana product consisting wholly or in part of the
resin extracted from any part of the marijuana plant.
(12) "Marijuana derivative" means any mixture or preparation of the dried leaves, flowers, resin, and
byproducts of the marijuana plant, including but not limited to marijuana concentrates and marijuana-infused
products.
(13) (a) "Marijuana-infused product" means a product that contains marijuana and is intended for use
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by a registered cardholder by a means other than smoking.
(b)

The term includes but is not limited to edible products, ointments, and tinctures.

(14) (a) "Marijuana-infused products provider" means a person licensed by the department to
manufacture and provide marijuana-infused products for a registered cardholder.
(b)

The term does not include the cardholder's treating or referral physician.

(15) "Mature marijuana plant" means a harvestable female marijuana plant that is flowering.
(16) "Paraphernalia" has the meaning provided in 45-10-101.
(17) "Person" means an individual, partnership, association, company, corporation, limited liability
company, or organization.
(18) (a) "Provider" means a person licensed by the department to assist a registered cardholder as
allowed under this part.
(b)

The term does not include a cardholder's treating physician or referral physician.

(19) "Referral physician" means an individual who:
(a)

is licensed under Title 37, chapter 3; and

(b)

is the physician to whom a patient's treating physician has referred the patient for physical

examination and medical assessment.
(20) "Registered cardholder" or "cardholder" means a Montana resident with a debilitating medical
condition who has received and maintains a valid registry identification card.
(21) "Registered premises" means the location at which a provider or marijuana-infused products
provider:
(a)

has indicated that marijuana will be cultivated, chemical manufacturing will occur, or marijuana-

infused products will be manufactured for registered cardholders; or
(b)

has established a dispensary for sale of marijuana or marijuana-infused products to registered

cardholders.
(22) "Registry identification card" means a document issued by the department pursuant to 50-46-303
that identifies an individual as a registered cardholder.
(23) (a) "Resident" means an individual who meets the requirements of 1-1-215.
(b)

An individual is not considered a resident for the purposes of this part if the individual:
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(i)

claims residence in another state or country for any purpose; or

(ii) is an absentee property owner paying property tax on property in Montana.
(24) "Second degree of kinship by blood or marriage" means a mother, father, brother, sister, son,
daughter, spouse, grandparent, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, son-inlaw, daughter-in-law, grandparent-in-law, grandchild-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepbrother, stepsister,
stepson, stepdaughter, stepgrandparent, or stepgrandchild.
(25) "Seedling" means a marijuana plant that has no flowers and is less than 12 inches in height and
12 inches in diameter.
(26) "Standard of care" means, at a minimum, the following activities when undertaken in person or
through the use of telemedicine by a patient's treating physician or referral physician if the treating physician or
referral physician is providing written certification for a patient with a debilitating medical condition:
(a)

obtaining the patient's medical history;

(b)

performing a relevant and necessary physical examination;

(c)

reviewing prior treatment and treatment response for the debilitating medical condition;

(d)

obtaining and reviewing any relevant and necessary diagnostic test results related to the

debilitating medical condition;
(e)

discussing with the patient and ensuring that the patient understands the advantages,

disadvantages, alternatives, potential adverse effects, and expected response to the recommended treatment;
(f)

monitoring the response to treatment and possible adverse effects; and

(g)

creating and maintaining patient records that remain with the physician.

(27) "State laboratory" means the laboratory operated by the department to conduct environmental
analyses.
(28) "Telemedicine" has the meaning provided in 33-22-138.
(29) "Testing laboratory" means a qualified person, licensed by the department, who meets the
requirements of 50-46-311 and:
(a)

provides testing of representative samples of marijuana and marijuana-infused products; and

(b)

provides information regarding the chemical composition, the potency of a sample, and the

presence of molds, pesticides, or other contaminants in a sample.
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(30) "Treating physician" means an individual who:
(a)

is licensed under Title 37, chapter 3; and

(b)

has a bona fide professional relationship with the individual applying to be a registered cardholder.

(31) (a) "Usable marijuana" means the dried leaves and flowers of the marijuana plant and any
marijuana derivatives that are appropriate for the use of marijuana by an individual with a debilitating medical
condition.
(b)

The term does not include the seeds, stalks, and roots of the plant.

(32) "Written certification" means a statement signed by a treating physician or referral physician that
meets the requirements of 50-46-310 and is provided in a manner that meets the standard of care."

Section 79. Section 50-46-303, MCA, is amended to read:
"50-46-303. Medical marijuana registry -- department responsibilities -- issuance of cards and
licenses -- confidentiality. (1) The department shall establish and maintain a registry of persons who receive
registry identification cards or licenses under this part. The department shall issue:
(a)

registry identification cards to Montana residents who have debilitating medical conditions and

who submit applications meeting the requirements of this part;
(b)
(i)

licenses:
to persons who apply to operate as providers or marijuana-infused products providers and who

submit applications meeting the requirements of this part;
(ii) for dispensaries established by providers or marijuana-infused products providers; and
(iii) through the state laboratory, to testing laboratories that submit applications meeting the
requirements of this part; and
(c)

endorsements for chemical manufacturing to a provider or a marijuana-infused products provider

who applies for a chemical manufacturing endorsement and meets requirements established by the department
by rule.
(2)

(a) An individual who obtains a registry identification card and indicates the individual will not use

the system of licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers to obtain marijuana or marijuanainfused products is authorized to cultivate, manufacture, possess, and transport marijuana as allowed by this
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part.
(b)

An individual who obtains a registry identification card and indicates the individual will use the

system of licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers to obtain marijuana or marijuanainfused products is authorized to possess marijuana as allowed by this part.
(c)(a)

A person who obtains a provider, marijuana-infused products provider, or dispensary license or

an employee of a licensed provider or marijuana-infused products provider is authorized to cultivate,
manufacture, possess, sell, and transport marijuana as allowed by this part.
(d)(b)

A person who obtains a testing laboratory license or an employee of a licensed testing

laboratory is authorized to possess, test, and transport marijuana as allowed by this part.
(3)

The department shall conduct criminal history background checks as required by 50-46-307 and

50-46-308 before issuing a license to a provider or marijuana-infused products provider.
(4)
(i)

(a) Registry identification cards and licenses issued pursuant to this part must:
be laminated and produced on a material capable of lasting for the duration of the time period for

which the card or license is valid;
(ii) state the name, address, and date of birth of the registered cardholder;
(iii) indicate whether the cardholder is obtaining marijuana and marijuana-infused products through the
system of licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers;
(iv) indicate whether a provider or marijuana-infused products provider has an endorsement for
chemical manufacturing;
(v)

state the date of issuance and the expiration date of the registry identification card or license;

(vi) contain a unique identification number; and
(vii) contain other information that the department may specify by rule.
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (4)(c), in addition to complying with subsection (4)(a), registry

identification cards issued pursuant to this part must:
(i)

include a picture of the registered cardholder; and

(ii) be capable of being used to track registered cardholder purchases.
(c)

(i) The department shall issue temporary registry identification cards upon receipt of an

application. The cards are valid for 60 days and are exempt from the requirements of subsection (4)(b). Printing
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of the temporary identification cards is exempt from the provisions of Title 18, chapter 7.
(ii) The cards may be issued before an applicant's payment of the fee has cleared. The department
shall cancel the temporary card after 60 days and may not issue a permanent card until the fee is paid.
(5)

(a) The department or state laboratory, as applicable, shall review the information contained in an

application or renewal submitted pursuant to this part and shall approve or deny an application or renewal
within 30 days of receiving the application or renewal and all related application materials.
(b)

If the department fails to act on a completed application within 30 days of receipt, the department

shall:
(i)

refund the fee paid by an applicant for a registry identification card;

(ii) reduce the cost of the licensing fee for a new applicant for licensure or for a licensee seeking
renewal of a license by 5% each week that the application is pending; and
(iii) if a licensee is unable to operate because a license renewal application has not been acted on,
reimburse the licensee 50% of the gross sales the licensee reported in the most recent quarter for the purpose
of the tax provided for in 15-64-102.
(c)

Applications that are not processed within 30 days of receipt remain active until the department

takes final action.
(d)

An application for a license or renewal of a license is not considered complete until the department

has completed a satisfactory inspection as required by this part and related administrative rules.
(e)

The department shall issue a registry identification card, license, or endorsement within 5 days of

approving an application or renewal.
(6)

Review of a rejection of an application or renewal may be conducted as a contested case hearing

pursuant to the provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.
(7)

(a) Registry identification cards expire 1 year after the date of issuance unless a physician has

provided a written certification stating that a card is valid for a shorter period of time.
(b)

Licenses and endorsements issued to providers, marijuana-infused products providers, and

testing laboratories must be renewed annually.
(8)

(a) A registered cardholder shall notify the department of any change in the cardholder's name,

address, or physician or change in the status of the cardholder's debilitating medical condition within 10 days of
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the change.
(b)

A registered cardholder who possesses mature plants or seedlings under 50-46-319(1) shall notify

the department of the location of the plants and seedlings or any change of location of plants or seedlings. The
department shall provide the names and locations of cardholders who possess mature plants or seedlings to
the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction in the area in which the plants or seedlings are located.
The law enforcement agency and its employees are subject to the confidentiality requirements of 50-46-332.
(c)(b)
(9)

If a change occurs and is not reported to the department, the registry identification card is void.

The department shall maintain a confidential list of individuals to whom the department has issued

registry identification cards. Except as provided in subsections (8)(b) and subsection (10), individual names and
other identifying information on the list must be confidential and are not subject to disclosure, except to:
(a)

authorized employees of the department as necessary to perform the official duties of the

department;
(b)

authorized employees of state or local government agencies, including law enforcement agencies,

only as necessary to verify that an individual is a lawful possessor of a registry identification card;
(c)

a judge, magistrate, or other authorized judicial officer in response to an order requiring disclosure;

(d)

another person or entity when the information pertains to a cardholder who has given written

and

consent to the release and has specified:
(i)

the type of information to be released; and

(ii) the person or entity to whom it may be released.
(10) The department shall provide the names and phone numbers of providers and marijuana-infused
products providers and the city, town, or county where registered premises and testing laboratories are located
to the public on the department's website. The department may not disclose the physical location or address of
a provider, marijuana-infused products provider, dispensary, or testing laboratory.
(11) The department may share only information about providers, marijuana-infused products
providers, dispensaries, and testing laboratories with the department of revenue for the purpose of investigation
and prevention of noncompliance with tax laws, including but not limited to evasion, fraud, and abuse. The
department of revenue and its employees are subject to the confidentiality requirements of 15-64-111(1)."
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Section 80. Section 50-46-307, MCA, is amended to read:
"50-46-307. Individuals with debilitating medical conditions -- requirements -- minors -limitations. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) through (5), the department shall issue a registry
identification card to an individual with a debilitating medical condition who submits the following, in accordance
with department rules:
(a)

an application on a form prescribed by the department;

(b)

an application fee or a renewal fee;

(c)

the individual's name, street address, and date of birth;

(d)

proof of Montana residency;

(e)

a statement that the individual will be cultivating marijuana and manufacturing marijuana-infused

products for the individual's use or will be obtaining marijuana or marijuana-infused products through the
system of licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers;
(f)(e)

a statement, on a form prescribed by the department, that the individual will not divert to any

other individual the marijuana or marijuana-infused products that the individual cultivates, manufactures, or
obtains through the system of licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers for the individual's
debilitating medical condition;
(g)(f)

the name of the individual's treating physician or referral physician and the street address and

telephone number of the physician's office;
(h)(g)

the street address where the individual is cultivating marijuana or manufacturing marijuana-

infused products if the individual is cultivating marijuana or manufacturing marijuana-infused products for the
individual's own use; and
(i)(h)

the written certification and accompanying statements from the individual's treating physician or

referral physician as required pursuant to 50-46-310.
(2)

The department shall issue a registry identification card to a minor if the materials required under

subsection (1) are submitted and the minor's custodial parent or legal guardian with responsibility for health
care decisions:
(a)

provides proof of legal guardianship and responsibility for health care decisions if the individual is
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submitting an application as the minor's legal guardian with responsibility for health care decisions; and
(b)
(i)

signs and submits a written statement that:
the minor's treating physician or referral physician has explained to the minor and to the minor's

custodial parent or legal guardian with responsibility for health care decisions the potential risks and benefits of
the use of marijuana;
(ii) indicates whether the parent or legal guardian will be obtaining marijuana or marijuana-infused
products for the minor through the system of licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers; and
(iii) the minor's custodial parent or legal guardian with responsibility for health care decisions:
(A)

consents to the use of marijuana by the minor;

(B)

agrees to control the acquisition of marijuana and the dosage and frequency of the use of

marijuana by the minor;
(C)

agrees that the minor will use only marijuana-infused products and will not smoke marijuana;

(c)

if the parent or guardian will be serving as the minor's provider, undergoes background checks in

accordance with subsection (3). The parent or legal guardian shall pay the costs of the background check and
may not obtain a license as a marijuana-infused products provider if the parent or legal guardian does not meet
the requirements of 50-46-308.
(d)

pledges, on a form prescribed by the department, not to divert to any individual any marijuana

cultivated or obtained for the minor's use in a marijuana-infused product.
(3)

A parent serving as a minor's provider shall submit fingerprints to facilitate a fingerprint and

background check by the department of justice and federal bureau of investigation upon the minor's initial
application for a registry identification card and every 3 5 years after that. The department shall conduct a
name-based background check in years when a fingerprint background check is not required.
(4)

An application for a registry identification card for a minor must be accompanied by the written

certification and accompanying statements required pursuant to 50-46-310 from a second physician in addition
to the minor's treating physician or referral physician.
(5)

An individual may not be a registered cardholder if the individual is in the custody of or under the

supervision of the department of corrections or a youth court.
(6)

A registered cardholder who elects to obtain marijuana or marijuana-infused products through the
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system of licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers may not cultivate marijuana or
manufacture marijuana-infused products for the cardholder's use unless the registered cardholder is a licensed
provider or marijuana-infused products provider.
(7)

A registered cardholder may cultivate marijuana and manufacture marijuana-infused products as

allowed under 50-46-319 only:
(a)

at a property that is owned by the cardholder; or

(b)

with written permission of the property owner, at a property that is rented or leased by the

cardholder.
(8)

No portion of the property used for cultivation of marijuana and manufacture of marijuana-infused

products for use by the registered cardholder may be shared with or rented or leased to a provider, a
marijuana-infused products provider, or a registered cardholder unless the property is owned, rented, or leased
by cardholders who are related to each other by the second degree of kinship by blood or marriage."

Section 81. Section 50-46-319, MCA, is amended to read:
"50-46-319. Legal protections -- allowable amounts. (1) (a) A registered cardholder who has
elected to obtain marijuana and marijuana-infused products through the system of licensed providers and
marijuana-infused products providers may:
(i)

possess up to 1 ounce of usable marijuana; and

(ii) purchase a maximum of 5 ounces of usable marijuana a month and no more than 1 ounce of
usable marijuana a day.
(b)

(i) A registered cardholder who has elected not to use the system of licensed providers and

marijuana-infused products providers may possess up to 4 mature plants, 4 seedlings, and the amount of
usable marijuana allowed by the department by rule.
(ii) If two or more registered cardholders share a residence and have elected not to use the system of
licensed providers and marijuana-infused products providers, the cardholders may have a maximum of 8
mature plants, 8 seedlings, and the amount of usable marijuana allowed by the department by rule. The limits in
this subsection (1)(b)(ii) apply regardless of the location of the plants and seedlings.
(iii) A registered cardholder who possesses mature plants or seedlings shall notify the department of
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the location of the plants and seedlings pursuant to 50-46-303(8)(b).
(c)(b)

A provider or marijuana-infused products provider may have the canopy allowed by the

department for the provider or marijuana-infused products provider. The canopy allotment is a cumulative total
for all of the provider's or marijuana-infused products provider's registered premises and may not be interpreted
as an allotment for each premises.
(d)(c)

(i) A registered cardholder may petition the department for an exception to the monthly limit on

purchases. The request must be accompanied by a confirmation from the physician who signed the
cardholder's written certification that the cardholder's debilitating medical condition warrants purchase of an
amount exceeding the monthly limit.
(ii) If the department approves an exception to the cap, the approval must establish the monthly
amount of usable marijuana that the cardholder may purchase and the limit must be entered into the seed-tosale tracking system.
(2)

Except as provided in 50-46-320 and subject to the provisions of subsection (7) of this section, an

individual who possesses a registry identification card or license issued pursuant to this part may not be
arrested, prosecuted, or penalized in any manner or be denied any right or privilege, including but not limited to
civil penalty or disciplinary action by a professional licensing board or the department of labor and industry,
solely because:
(a)

the person cultivates, manufactures, possesses, or transports marijuana in the amounts allowed

under this section; or
(b)

the registered cardholder acquires or uses marijuana.

(3)

A physician may not be arrested, prosecuted, or penalized in any manner or be denied any right or

privilege, including but not limited to civil penalty or disciplinary action by the board of medical examiners or the
department of labor and industry, solely for providing written certification for a patient with a debilitating medical
condition.
(4)

Nothing in this section prevents the imposition of a civil penalty or a disciplinary action by a

professional licensing board or the department of labor and industry if:
(a)

a registered cardholder's use of marijuana impairs the cardholder's job-related performance; or

(b)

a physician violates the standard of care or other requirements of this part.
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(5)

(a) An individual may not be arrested or prosecuted for constructive possession, conspiracy as

provided in 45-4-102, or other provisions of law or any other offense solely for being in the presence or vicinity
of the use of marijuana and marijuana-infused products as permitted under this part.
(b)

This subsection (5) does not prevent the arrest or prosecution of an individual who is in the vicinity

of a registered cardholder's use of marijuana if the individual is in possession of or is using marijuana and is not
a registered cardholder.
(6)

Except as provided in 50-46-329, possession of or application for a license or registry identification

card does not alone constitute probable cause to search the person or individual or the property of the person
or individual or otherwise subject the person or individual or property of the person or individual possessing or
applying for the license or card to inspection by any governmental agency, including a law enforcement agency.
(7)

The provisions of this section relating to protection from arrest or prosecution do not apply to an

individual unless the individual has obtained a license or registry identification card prior to an arrest or the filing
of a criminal charge. It is not a defense to a criminal charge that an individual obtains a license or registry
identification card after an arrest or the filing of a criminal charge.
(8)

(a) A registered cardholder, a provider, or a marijuana-infused products provider is presumed to

be engaged in the use of marijuana as allowed by this part if the person:
(i)

is in possession of a valid registry identification card or license; and

(ii) is in possession of an amount of marijuana that does not exceed the amount permitted under this
part.
(b)

The presumption may be rebutted by evidence that the possession of marijuana was not for the

purpose of alleviating the symptoms or effects of a registered cardholder's debilitating medical condition."

Section 82. Section 50-46-345, MCA, is amended to read:
"50-46-345. Medical marijuana state special revenue account -- operating reserve -- transfer of
excess funds. (1) There is a medical marijuana state special revenue account within the state special revenue
fund established in 17-2-102.
(2)

The account consists of:

(a)

money deposited into the account pursuant to 50-46-344 and 50-46-347;
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(b)

the tax collected pursuant to Title 15, chapter 64, part 1; and

(c)

civil penalties collected under this part.

(3)

Except as provided in subsection (4), money in the account must be used by the department for

the purpose of administering the Montana Medical Marijuana Act and tracking system development.
(4)

(a) At the end of each fiscal year, the department shall transfer funds in excess of a $250,000

operating reserve as provided in this subsection (4).
(b)
(i)

At the end of fiscal year 2019:
the first $2.5 million in excess funds must be transferred to the mental health services special

revenue account provided for in 53-21-1207; and
(ii) any remaining excess funds must be transferred to the pain management education and treatment
special revenue account provided for in 50-46-346.
(c)

At the end of fiscal year 2020 and subsequent fiscal years, any excess funds must be transferred

to the pain management education and treatment special revenue account provided for in 50-46-346.
(4)

The account’s balance shall be transferred to the marijuana state special revenue account

provided for in 16-12-111:
(a)

on July 1, 2021; and

(b)

on December 31, 2021."

Section 83. Section 50-46-346, MCA, is amended to read:
"50-46-346.

Pain management education and treatment special revenue account. (1) There is a

pain management education and treatment account in the state special revenue fund provided for in 17-2-102
to the credit of the department.
(2)

The account consists of money transferred into the account as provided in 50-46-345.

(3)

Money in the account must be used by the department for:

(a)

efforts to educate the public about using pain management techniques and treatments that do not

involve the use of opioid drugs; and
(b)

a block grant program to pay the costs of the following alternative pain management treatments

for individuals who have no other payment source for the treatments:
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(i)

acupuncture;

(ii) chiropractic;
(iii) physical therapy; and
(iv) naturopathic physician services.
(4)

The block grant program must be operated in accordance with criteria established by the

department as allowed under 53-24-204.
(5)

On July 1, 2021, the account’s balance shall be transferred to the marijuana state special revenue

account provided for in 16-12-111."

Section 84. Section 50-46-347, MCA, is amended to read:
"50-46-347.

Provider licensing fees. (1) Unless reduced as allowed under 50-46-303(5)(b), annual

license fees for providers and marijuana-infused products providers are based on the volume of the provider's
production of marijuana.
(2)

Annual fees for providers and marijuana-infused products providers are:

(a)

$500 for a provider with a micro tier canopy license;

(b)

$1,000 for a provider with a tier 1 canopy license;

(c)

$2,500 for a provider with a tier 2 canopy license;

(d)

$5,000 for a provider with a tier 3 canopy license;

(e)

$7,500 for a provider with a tier 4 canopy license;

(f)

$10,000 for a provider with a tier 5 canopy license;

(g)

$13,000 for a provider with a tier 6 canopy license;

(h)

$15,000 for a provider with a tier 7 canopy license;

(i)

$17,500 for a provider with a tier 8 canopy license; and

(j)

$20,000 for a provider with a tier 9 canopy license.

(3)

A provider of both marijuana and marijuana-infused products is required to have only one canopy

(4)

The fee required under this part may be imposed based only on the tier of licensure and may not

license.

be applied separately to each registered premises used for cultivation under the licensure level.
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(5)

The department shall charge an annual dispensary license fee in addition to the canopy license

fee provided for in subsection (2). The dispensary license fee is based on the total number of registered
premises used as dispensaries as follows:
(a)

one registered premises, $500;

(b)

two or three registered premises, $5,000

(c)

four or five registered premises, $25,000; and

(d)

six or more registered premises, $100,000.

(6)

Money collected from license fees paid pursuant to this section must be deposited in the special

revenue account provided for in 50-46-345 16-12-111."

Section 85. Section 53-6-1201, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-6-1201. (Subsection (2)(c) effective October 1, 2021) Special revenue fund -- health and
medicaid initiatives. (1) There is a health and medicaid initiatives account in the state special revenue fund
established by 17-2-102. This account is to be administered by the department of public health and human
services.
(2)

There must be deposited in the account:

(a)

money from cigarette taxes deposited under 16-11-119(2)(c);

(b)

money from taxes on tobacco products other than cigarettes deposited under 16-11-119(4)(b);

(c)

money from marijuana taxes deposited under 16-12-111; and

and

(d)(c)

any interest and income earned on the account.

(3)

This account may be used only to provide funding for:

(a)

the state funds necessary to take full advantage of available federal matching funds in order to

administer the plan and maximize enrollment of eligible children under the healthy Montana kids plan, provided
for under Title 53, chapter 4, part 11, and to provide outreach to the eligible children;
(b)

a new need-based prescription drug program established by the legislature for children, seniors,

chronically ill, and disabled persons that does not supplant similar services provided under any existing
program;
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(c)

increased medicaid services and medicaid provider rates. The increased revenue is intended to

increase medicaid services and medicaid provider rates and not to supplant the general fund in the trended
traditional level of appropriation for medicaid services and medicaid provider rates.
(c)

increased medicaid services and medicaid provider rates. The increased revenue is intended to

increase medicaid services and medicaid provider rates and not to supplant the general fund in the trended
traditional level of appropriation for medicaid services and medicaid provider rates.
(d)(d)

an offset to loss of revenue to the general fund as a result of new tax credits; and

(e)(e)

grants to schools for suicide prevention activities, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2017.

(4)

(a) On or before July 1, the budget director shall calculate a balance required to sustain each

program in subsection (3) for each fiscal year of the biennium. If the budget director certifies that the reserve
balance will be sufficient, then the agencies may expend the revenue for the programs as appropriated. If the
budget director determines that the reserve balance of the revenue will not support the level of appropriation,
the budget director shall notify each agency. Upon receipt of the notification, the agency shall adjust the
operating budget for the program to reflect the available revenue as determined by the budget director.
(b)

Until the programs or credits described in subsections (3)(b) and (3)(d) (3)(C) (3)(d) are

established, the funding must be used exclusively for the purposes described in subsections subsections (3)(a)
and (3)(c) and (3)(c).
(5)

The phrase "trended traditional level of appropriation", as used in subsection (3)(c), means the

appropriation amounts, including supplemental appropriations, as those amounts were set based on eligibility
standards, services authorized, and payment amount during the past five biennial budgets.
(5)

The phrase "trended traditional level of appropriation", as used in subsection (3)(c), means the

appropriation amounts, including supplemental appropriations, as those amounts were set based on eligibility
standards, services authorized, and payment amount during the past five biennial budgets.
(6)(6)

The department of public health and human services may adopt rules to implement this

section."

Section 86. Section 53-21-1207, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-21-1207.

Mental health services special revenue account. (1) There is a mental health
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services special revenue account within the state special revenue fund established in 17-2-102.
(2)

The account consists of:

(a)

money transferred into the account as provided in 50-46-345; and

(b)

money appropriated by the legislature.

(3)

Money in the account must be used by the department to pay for services provided by behavioral

health peer support specialists pursuant to 53-6-101."

Section 87. Section 61-8-402, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-8-402.

Implied consent -- blood or breath tests for alcohol, blood or oral fluid for drugs, or

testing for both alcohol and drugs using recognized methods for each -- refusal to submit to test -administrative license suspension. (1) A person who operates or is in actual physical control of a vehicle
upon ways of this state open to the public is considered to have given consent to a test or tests of the person's
blood or breath for the purpose of determining any measured amount or detected presence of alcohol, or blood
or oral fluid for the purpose of determining any measured amount or detected presence of drugs in the person's
body.
(2)
(i)

(a) The test or tests must be administered at the direction of a peace officer when:
the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the person has been driving or has been in

actual physical control of a vehicle upon ways of this state open to the public while under the influence of
alcohol, drugs, or a combination of the two and the person has been placed under arrest for a violation of 61-8401 or 61-8-465;
(ii) the person is under the age of 21 and has been placed under arrest for a violation of 61-8-410; or
(iii) the officer has probable cause to believe that the person was driving or in actual physical control of
a vehicle:
(A)

in violation of 61-8-401 and the person has been involved in a motor vehicle accident or collision

resulting in property damage;
(B)

involved in a motor vehicle accident or collision resulting in serious bodily injury, as defined in 45-

2-101, or death; or
(C)

in violation of 61-8-465.
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(b)

The arresting or investigating officer may designate which test or tests are administered.

(3)

A person who is unconscious or who is otherwise in a condition rendering the person incapable of

refusal is considered not to have withdrawn the consent provided by subsection (1).
(4)

If an arrested person refuses to submit to one or more tests requested and designated by the

officer as provided in subsection (2), the refused test or tests may not be given except as provided in
subsection (5), but the officer shall, on behalf of the department, immediately seize the person's driver's license.
The peace officer shall immediately forward the license to the department, along with a report certified under
penalty of law stating which of the conditions set forth in subsection (2)(a) provides the basis for the testing
request and confirming that the person refused to submit to one or more tests requested and designated by the
peace officer. Upon receipt of the report, the department shall suspend the license for the period provided in
subsection (8).
(5)

If the arrested person has refused to provide a breath, blood, or urine, or oral fluid sample under

61-8-409 or this section in a prior investigation in this state or under a substantially similar statute in another
jurisdiction or the arrested person has a prior conviction or pending offense for a violation of 45-5-104, 45-5106, 45-5-205, 61-8-401, 61-8-406, or 61-8-411 or a similar statute in another jurisdiction, the officer may apply
for a search warrant to be issued pursuant to 46-5-224 to collect a sample of the person's blood for testing.
(6)

(a) An arrested person who refuses to submit to one or more tests as provided in subsection (4)

shall pay the department an administrative fee of $300, which must be deposited in the state special revenue
account established pursuant to subsection (6)(b).
(b)

There is a blood-draw search warrant processing account in the state special revenue fund

established pursuant to 17-2-102(1)(b). Money provided to the department of justice pursuant to this subsection
(6) must be deposited in the account and may be used only for the purpose of providing forensic analysis of a
driver's blood to determine the presence of alcohol or drugs.
(c)

The department shall adopt rules establishing procedures for the collection, distribution, and strict

accountability of any funds received pursuant to this section.
(7)

Upon seizure of a driver's license, the peace officer shall issue, on behalf of the department, a

temporary driving permit, which is effective 12 hours after issuance and is valid for 5 days following the date of
issuance, and shall provide the driver with written notice of the license suspension and the right to a hearing
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provided in 61-8-403.
(8)

(a) Except as provided in subsection (8)(b), the following suspension periods are applicable upon

refusal to submit to one or more tests:
(i)

upon a first refusal, a suspension of 6 months with no provision for a restricted probationary

license;
(ii) upon a second or subsequent refusal within 5 years of a previous refusal, as determined from the
records of the department, a suspension of 1 year with no provision for a restricted probationary license.
(b)

If a person who refuses to submit to one or more tests under this section is the holder of a

commercial driver's license, in addition to any action taken against the driver's noncommercial driving
privileges, the department shall:
(i)

upon a first refusal, suspend the person's commercial driver's license for a 1-year period; and

(ii) upon a second or subsequent refusal, suspend the person's commercial driver's license for life,
subject to department rules adopted to implement federal rules allowing for license reinstatement, if the person
is otherwise eligible, upon completion of a minimum suspension period of 10 years. If the person has a prior
conviction of a major offense listed in 61-8-802(2) arising from a separate incident, the conviction has the same
effect as a previous testing refusal for purposes of this subsection (8)(b).
(9)

A nonresident driver's license seized under this section must be sent by the department to the

licensing authority of the nonresident's home state with a report of the nonresident's refusal to submit to one or
more tests.
(10) The department may recognize the seizure of a license of a tribal member by a peace officer
acting under the authority of a tribal government or an order issued by a tribal court suspending, revoking, or
reinstating a license or adjudicating a license seizure if the actions are conducted pursuant to tribal law or
regulation requiring alcohol or drug testing of motor vehicle operators and the conduct giving rise to the actions
occurred within the exterior boundaries of a federally recognized Indian reservation in this state. Action by the
department under this subsection is not reviewable under 61-8-403.
(11) A suspension under this section is subject to review as provided in this part.
(12) This section does not apply to tests, samples, and analyses of blood, or breath, or urine used for
purposes of medical treatment or care of an injured motorist, related to a lawful seizure for a suspected
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violation of an offense not in this part, or performed pursuant to a search warrant.
(13) This section does not prohibit the release of information obtained from tests, samples, and
analyses of blood or breath for law enforcement purposes as provided in 46-4-301 and 61-8-405(6)."

Section 88. Section 61-8-404, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-8-404.

Evidence admissible -- conditions of admissibility. (1) Upon the trial of a criminal

action or other proceeding arising out of acts alleged to have been committed by a person in violation of 61-8401, 61-8-406, 61-8-410, 61-8-411, 61-8-465, or 61-8-805:
(a)

evidence of any measured amount or detected presence of alcohol, drugs, or a combination of

alcohol and drugs in the person at the time of a test, as shown by an analysis of the person's blood, or breath,
or oral fluid, is admissible. A positive test result does not, in itself, prove that the person was under the influence
of a drug or drugs at the time the person was in control of a motor vehicle. A person may not be convicted of a
violation of 61-8-401 based upon the presence of a drug or drugs in the person unless some other competent
evidence exists that tends to establish that the person was under the influence of a drug or drugs while driving
or in actual physical control of a motor vehicle within this state.
(b)

a report of the facts and results of one or more tests of a person's blood, or breath, or oral fluid is

admissible in evidence if:
(i)

a breath test, oral fluid screening test, or preliminary alcohol screening test was performed by a

person certified by the forensic sciences division of the department to administer the test;
(ii) a blood sample was analyzed in a laboratory operated or certified by the department or in a
laboratory exempt from certification under the rules of the department and the blood was withdrawn from the
person by a person competent to do so under 61-8-405(1);
(c)

a report of the facts and results of a physical, psychomotor, or physiological assessment of a

person is admissible in evidence if it was made by a person trained by the department or by a person who has
received training recognized by the department.
(2)

If the person under arrest refused to submit to one or more tests under 61-8-402, whether or not a

sample was subsequently collected for any purpose, proof of refusal is admissible in any criminal action or
proceeding arising out of acts alleged to have been committed while the person was driving or in actual
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physical control of a vehicle upon the ways of this state open to the public, while under the influence of alcohol,
drugs, or a combination of alcohol and drugs. The trier of fact may infer from the refusal that the person was
under the influence. The inference is rebuttable.
(3)

The provisions of this part do not limit the introduction of any other competent evidence bearing on

the question of whether the person was under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or a combination of alcohol and
drugs."

Section 89. Section 61-8-405, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-8-405.

Administration of tests. (1) Only a physician, registered nurse, or other qualified person

acting under the supervision and direction of a physician or registered nurse may, at the request of a peace
officer, withdraw blood for the purpose of determining any measured amount or detected presence of alcohol,
drugs, or any combination of alcohol and drugs in the person. This limitation does not apply to the sampling of
breath.
(2)

In addition to any test administered at the direction of a peace officer, a person may request that

an independent blood sample be drawn by a physician or registered nurse for the purpose of determining any
measured amount or detected presence of alcohol, drugs, or any combination of alcohol and drugs in the
person. The peace officer may not unreasonably impede the person's right to obtain an independent blood test.
The officer may but has no duty to transport the person to a medical facility or otherwise assist the person in
obtaining the test. The cost of an independent blood test is the sole responsibility of the person requesting the
test. The failure or inability to obtain an independent test by a person does not preclude the admissibility in
evidence of any test given at the direction of a peace officer.
(3)

Upon the request of the person tested, full information concerning any test given at the direction of

the peace officer must be made available to the person or the person's attorney.
(4)

A physician, registered nurse, or other qualified person acting under the supervision and direction

of a physician or registered nurse does not incur any civil or criminal liability as a result of the proper
administering of a blood test when requested in writing by a peace officer to administer a test.
(5)

The department in cooperation with any appropriate agency shall adopt uniform rules for the

giving of tests and may require certification of training to administer the tests as considered necessary.
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(6)

If a peace officer has probable cause to believe that a person has violated 61-8-401, 61-8-406, 61-

8-410, 61-8-411, 61-8-465, or 61-8-805 and a sample of blood, breath, urine, oral fluid, or other bodily
substance is taken from that person for any reason, a portion of that sample sufficient for analysis must be
provided to a peace officer if requested for law enforcement purposes and upon issuance of a subpoena as
provided in 46-4-301."

Section 90. Section 61-8-409, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-8-409.

Preliminary alcohol or drug screening test. (1) A person who operates or is in actual

physical control of a vehicle upon ways of this state open to the public is considered to have given consent to a
preliminary alcohol screening test of the person's breath, for the purpose of estimating the person's alcohol
concentration, or a preliminary drug screening test of a person’s oral fluid for the purpose of estimating the
person’s drug concentration(s), upon the request of a peace officer who has a particularized suspicion that the
person was driving or in actual physical control of a vehicle upon ways of this state open to the public while
under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or a combination of alcohol and drugs or in violation of 61-8-410 or 61-8465.
(2)

The person's obligation to submit to a test under 61-8-402 is not satisfied by the person submitting

to a preliminary alcohol screening test, preliminary drug screening test, or both pursuant to this section.
(3)

The peace officer shall inform the person of the right to refuse the test and that the refusal to

submit to the preliminary alcohol screening test, preliminary drug screening test, or both will result in the
suspension for up to 1 year of that person's driver's license.
(4)

If the person refuses to submit to a test under this section, a test will not be given except as

provided in 61-8-402(5). However, the refusal is sufficient cause to suspend the person's driver's license as
provided in 61-8-402.
(5)

A hearing as provided for in 61-8-403 must be available. The issues in the hearing must be limited

to determining whether a peace officer had a particularized suspicion that the person was driving or in actual
physical control of a vehicle upon ways of this state open to the public while under the influence of alcohol or in
violation of 61-8-410 and whether the person refused to submit to the alcohol test.
(6)

The provisions of 61-8-402(3) through (10) that do not conflict with this section are applicable to
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refusals under this section. If a person refuses a test requested under 61-8-402 and this section for the same
incident, the department may not consider each a separate refusal for purposes of suspension under 61-8-402.
(7)

A test may not be conducted or requested under this section unless both the peace officer and the

instrument used to conduct the preliminary alcohol screening test or preliminary drug screening test have been
certified by the department pursuant to rules adopted under the authority of 61-8-405(5)."

Section 91. Section 61-8-442, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-8-442.

Driving under influence of alcohol or drugs -- driving with excessive alcohol

concentration -- ignition interlock device -- 24/7 sobriety and drug monitoring program -- forfeiture of
vehicle. (1) In addition to the punishments provided in 61-8-714, 61-8-722, and 61-8-465, regardless of
disposition and if a probationary license is recommended by the court, the court may, for a person convicted of
a first offense under 61-8-401, 61-8-406, 61-8-411, or 61-8-465:
(a)

restrict the person to driving only a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning ignition interlock

device during the probationary period and require the person to pay the reasonable cost of leasing, installing,
and maintaining the device; or
(b)

require the person to participate in a court-approved alcohol or drug detection testing program and

pay the fees associated with the testing program.
(2)

If a person is convicted of a second or subsequent violation of 61-8-401, 61-8-406, 61-8-411, or

61-8-465, in addition to the punishments provided in 61-8-714, 61-8-722, and 61-8-465, regardless of
disposition, the court shall:
(a)

if recommending that a probationary license be issued to the person, restrict the person to driving

only a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device during the probationary period and
require the person to pay the reasonable cost of leasing, installing, and maintaining the device;
(b)

require the person to participate in the 24/7 sobriety and drug monitoring program provided for in

44-4-1203 and pay the fees associated with the program or require the person to participate in a courtapproved alcohol or drug detection testing program and pay the fees associated with the testing program; or
(c)

order that each motor vehicle owned by the person at the time of the offense be seized and

subjected to the forfeiture procedure provided under 61-8-421.
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(3)

Any restriction or requirement imposed under this section must be included in a report of the

conviction made by the court to the department in accordance with 61-11-101 and placed upon the person's
driving record maintained by the department in accordance with 61-11-102.
(4)

The duration of a restriction imposed under this section must be monitored by the department.

(5)

All court-approved alcohol or drug detection testing programs allowed under this section are

required to use the state’s data management system pursuant to 44-4-1203."

Section 92. Section 61-11-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-11-101. Report of convictions and suspension or revocation of driver's licenses -surrender of licenses. (1) If a person is convicted of an offense for which chapter 5 or chapter 8, part 8,
makes mandatory the suspension or revocation of the driver's license or commercial driver's license of the
person by the department, the court in which the conviction occurs shall require the surrender to it of all driver's
licenses then held by the convicted person. The court shall, within 5 days after the conviction, forward the
license and a record of the conviction to the department. If the person does not possess a driver's license, the
court shall indicate that fact in its report to the department.
(2)

A court having jurisdiction over offenses committed under a statute of this state or a municipal

ordinance regulating the operation of motor vehicles on highways, except for standing or parking statutes or
ordinances, shall forward a record of the conviction, as defined in 61-5-213, to the department within 5 days
after the conviction. The court may recommend that the department issue a restricted probationary license on
the condition that the individual comply with the requirement that the person attend and complete a chemical
dependency education course, treatment, or both, as ordered by the court under 61-8-732.
(3)

A court or other agency of this state or of a subdivision of the state that has jurisdiction to take any

action suspending, revoking, or otherwise limiting a license to drive shall report an action and the adjudication
upon which it is based to the department within 5 days on forms furnished by the department.
(4)

(a) On a conviction referred to in subsection (1) of a person who holds a commercial driver's

license or who is required to hold a commercial driver's license, a court may not take any action, including
deferring imposition of judgment, that would prevent a conviction for any violation of a state or local traffic
control law or ordinance, except a parking law or ordinance, in any type of motor vehicle, from appearing on the
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person's driving record. The provisions of this subsection (4)(a) apply only to the conviction of a person who
holds a commercial driver's license or who is required to hold a commercial driver's license and do not apply to
the conviction of a person who holds any other type of driver's license.
(b)

For purposes of this subsection (4), "who is required to hold a commercial driver's license" refers

to a person who did not have a commercial driver's license but who was operating a commercial motor vehicle
at the time of a violation of a state or local traffic control law or ordinance resulting in a conviction referred to in
subsection (1).
(5)

(a) If a person who holds a valid registry identification card or license issued pursuant to 50-46-

307 [section 12] or 50-46-308 16-12-203 is convicted of or pleads guilty to any offense related to driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs when the initial offense with which the person was charged was a violation of
61-8-401, 61-8-406, 61-8-410, or 61-8-411, the court in which the conviction occurs shall require the person to
surrender the registry identification card or license.
(b)

Within 5 days after the conviction, the court shall forward the registry identification card and a copy

of the conviction to the department of public health and human services department of revenue."

Section 93.

Veterans and surviving spouses state special revenue account. (1) There is a

veterans and surviving spouses account in the state special revenue fund to be administered by the veterans'
affairs division of the department of military affairs. The account consists of revenue deposited pursuant to 1612-111.
(2)

The account must be used to provide services and assistance for all Montana veterans and

surviving spouses and dependents.

Section 94. Local government taxing authority -- specific delegation. As required by 7-1-112,
[sections 94 through 98] specifically delegate to the qualified electors of a county the power to authorize their
county to impose a local-option marijuana excise tax within the corporate boundary of the county.

Section 95. Limit on local-option marijuana excise tax rate -- goods subject to tax. (1) The rate
of the local-option marijuana excise tax must be established by the election petition or resolution provided for in
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[section 96], and the rate may not exceed 3%.
(2)

The local-option marijuana excise tax is a tax on the retail value of all marijuana and marijuana

products sold at an adult-use dispensary or medical marijuana dispensary within a county.
(3)

If a county imposes a local-option marijuana excise tax:

(a)

50% of the resulting tax revenue must be retained by the county;

(b)

45% of the resulting tax revenue must be apportioned to the municipalities on the basis of the ratio

of the population of the city or town to the total county population; and
(c)

the remaining 5% of the resulting tax revenue must be retained by the department to defray costs

associated with administering [sections 94 through 98]. The funds retained by the department under this
subsection (3)(c) must be deposited into the marijuana state special revenue account established under 16-12111.
(4)

For the purposes of this section, "tax revenue" means the combined taxes collected under any

local-option marijuana excise tax collected on retail sales within the county.

Section 96. Local government excise tax-- election required -- procedure -- notice. (1) A county
that has permitted an adult-use dispensary or medical marijuana dispensary to operate within its borders
pursuant to 16-12-301 or a county in which the majority of voters voted to approve Initiative Measure No. 190 in
the November 3, 2020, general election, may not impose or, except as provided in this section, amend or
repeal a local-option marijuana excise tax unless the local-option marijuana excise tax question has been
approved by a majority of the qualified electors voting on the question.
(2)

The local-option marijuana excise tax question may be presented to the qualified electors of a

county by a petition of the electors as provided in 7-5-131, 7-5-132, 7-5-134, 7-5-135, and 7-5-137 or by a
resolution of the governing body of the county.
(3)

The petition or resolution referring the taxing question must state:

(a)

the rate of the tax, which may not exceed 3% of the retail value of all marijuana and marijuana

products sold at an adult-use dispensary or medical marijuana dispensary;
(b)

the date when the tax becomes effective, which may not be earlier than 90 days after the election;

and
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(c)

the purposes that may be funded by the tax revenue.

(4)

On receipt of an adequate petition, the county’s governing body shall hold an election in

accordance with Title 13, chapter 1, part 5.
(5)

(a) Before the local-option marijuana excise tax question is submitted to the electorate, the county

shall provide notice of the goods subject to the local-option marijuana excise tax by a method described in 131-108.
(b)

The notice must be given two times, with at least 6 days separating the notices. The first notice

must be given not more than 45 days prior to the election, and the last notice must be given not less than 30
days prior to the election.
(6)

Notice of the election must be given as provided in 13-1-108 and include the information listed in

subsection (3) of this section.
(7)

The question of the imposition of a local-option marijuana excise tax may not be placed before the

qualified electors more than once in any fiscal year.

Section 97. Tax administration. (1) Not less than 90 days prior to the date that the local-option
marijuana excise tax becomes effective, the county shall notify the department of the results of the election and
coordinate with the department to facilitate the administration and collection of the local-option marijuana excise
taxes.
(2)

The department shall establish by rule:

(a)

the times that taxes collected by businesses are to be remitted to the department;

(b)

the office or employee of the department responsible for receiving and accounting for the local-

option marijuana excise tax receipts;
(c)

the office or employee of the department responsible for enforcing the collection of local-option

marijuana excise taxes and the methods and procedures to be used in enforcing the collection of local-option
marijuana excise taxes due; and
(d)

the penalties for failure to report taxes due, failure to remit taxes due, and violations of the

administrative ordinance. The penalties may include:
(i)

criminal penalties not to exceed a fine of $1,000 or 6 months' imprisonment, or both;
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(ii)

civil penalties if the department prevails in a suit for the collection of local-option marijuana excise

taxes, not to exceed 50% of the local-option marijuana excise taxes found due plus the costs and attorney fees
incurred by the department in the action;
(iii) revocation of an adult-use dispensary license or medical marijuana dispensary license held by the
offender; and
(iv) any other penalties that may be applicable for violation of an ordinance.
(3)

The department’s rules may also include:

(a)

further clarification and specificity in the categories of goods that are subject to the local-option

marijuana excise tax;
(b)

authorization for business administration and prepayment discounts. The discount authorization

may allow each vendor and commercial establishment to withhold up to 5% of the local-option marijuana excise
taxes collected to defray their costs for the administration of the tax collection.
(c)

other administrative details necessary for the efficient and effective administration of the tax.

(4)

A county and the department may exchange information collected under the provisions of this

chapter that is necessary to implement and administer a local-option marijuana excise tax or the tax collected
under Title 15, chapter 64, part 1.

Section 98.

Use of local-option marijuana excise tax revenue. Unless otherwise restricted, a

county or municipality may appropriate and expend revenue derived from a local-option marijuana excise tax
for any activity, undertaking, or administrative service that the municipality is authorized by law to perform,
including costs resulting from the imposition of the tax or due to administrative burdens imposed on the
municipality as a result of licensing or regulatory requirements imposed in this chapter.

Section 99. Section 80-1-104, MCA, is amended to read:
"80-1-104.

(Bracketed language effective October 1, 2021) Analytical laboratory services --

rulemaking authority -- deposit of fees. (1) The department is authorized to provide analytical laboratory
services for:
(a)

programs it operates under this title;
- 141 -

Authorized Print Version – HB 701
ENROLLED BILL

67th Legislature

HB 701
(b)

other state or federal agencies;

(c)

providers and marijuana-infused products providers as those terms are defined in 50-46-302;

[(d)

adult-use marijuana providers and adult-use marijuana-infused products providers as those terms

are defined in 16-12-102;]
(e)(c)

the department of public health and human services revenue for the purposes of [Title Title 16,

chapter 12, and] Title 50, chapter 46, part 3, as allowed by federal law; and
(f)(d)
(2)

private parties.
The department may enter into a contract or a memorandum of understanding for the space and

equipment necessary for operation of the analytical laboratory.
(3)

(a) The department may adopt rules establishing fees for testing services required under this title

or provided to another state agency, a federal agency, or a private party.
(b)

Money collected from the fees must be deposited in the appropriate related account in the state

special revenue fund to the credit of the department to pay costs related to analytical laboratory services
provided pursuant to this section."

Section 100. Healing and ending addiction through recovery and treatment account. (1) There
is a healing and ending addiction through recovery and treatment account in the state special revenue fund.
The account consists of money transferred to the account pursuant to 16-12-111.
(2)

Revenue in the account must be used to provide statewide programs for:

(a)

substance use disorder prevention;

(b)

mental health promotion; and

(c)

crisis, treatment, and recovery services for substance use and mental health disorders.

(3)

The programs must be designed to:

(a)

increase the number of individuals choosing treatment over incarceration;

(b)

improve access to, utilization of, and engagement and retention in prevention, treatment, and

recovery support services;
(c)

expand the availability of community-based services that reflect best practices or are evidence-

based;
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(d)

leverage additional federal funds when available for the healthy Montana kids plan provided for in

Title 53, chapter 4, part 11, and the medicaid program provided for in Title 53, chapter 6, for the purposes of
this section;
(e)

provide funding for programs and services that are described in subsections (2)(a) through (2)(c)

and provided on an Indian reservation located in this state; or
(f)

provide funding for grants and services to tribes for use in accordance with this section.

(4)

(a)

An amount not to exceed $500,000, including eligible federal matching sources when

applicable, must be used to provide funding for grants and services to tribes for tobacco prevention and
cessation, substance use disorder prevention, mental health promotion, and substance use disorder and
mental health crisis, treatment, and recovery services.
(b)

The department of public health and human services shall manage the programs funded by the

special revenue account and shall adopt rules to implement the programs.
(5)

The legislature shall appropriate money from the state special revenue account provided for in this

section for the programs referred to in this section.
(6)

Programs funded under this section must be funded through contracted services with service

providers.

Section 101.

Definitions. As used in [sections 101 through 103], unless the context clearly indicates

otherwise, the following definitions apply:
(1)

"Expungement or resentencing of marijuana conviction court" means the court that is responsible

for determining petitions for expungement and resentencing as provided in 16-12-113.
(2)

"Petition for expungement or resentencing" means a petition filed pursuant to 16-12-113 seeking

expungement or resentencing of a marijuana conviction.

Section 102.

Appointment of judge. (1) A petition for expungement or resentencing of a marijuana

conviction filed as provided in 16-12-113 may be determined by a judge pro tempore or special master, who
must be a member of the bar of the state, agreed on in writing by the petitioner and the county attorney,
appointed by the supreme court as provided in 3-5-115, and sworn to determine whether the petitioner meets
- 143 -

Authorized Print Version – HB 701
ENROLLED BILL

67th Legislature

HB 701

the criteria for expungement or resentencing as provided in 16-12-113. On appointment, the individual must be
designated as the decriminalized marijuana conviction expungement judge.
(2)

A judge appointed under subsection (1) has the authority and power of an elected district court

judge in the civil action involving petitions filed as provided in 16-12-113. All proceedings must be conducted in
accordance with the rules of evidence and procedure governing district courts.
(3)

Any determination rendered in a petition by the judge has the same force and effect as if

determined by the district court with the regular judge presiding.
(4)

A party stipulating to have a petition determined by the judge appointed under subsection (1) may

not file a motion for substitution of the judge pursuant to 3-1-804.
(5)

All filings relating to a petition filed as provided in 16-12-113 must be filed with the clerk of court in

the judicial district in which the marijuana conviction took place. The applicant and the county attorney shall
provide a copy of each filing to the judge appointed as provided in subsection (1).

Section 103.

Petition for expungement -- venue. When the applicant requests a hearing, as

provided in 16-12-113, the judge appointed as provided in [section 102] may hear the petition in any venue
stipulated by the petitioner and the county attorney, as provided in 25-2-202, or in any venue otherwise
determined by the judge in accordance with a stipulation of the petitioner and the county attorney. In stipulating
venue, the petitioner and the county attorney shall take into consideration the availability of courtroom facilities.
The judge may prepare a list of available courtroom facilities for consideration.

Section 104. Repealer. The following sections of the Montana Code Annotated are repealed:
16-12-205.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Contracted services.

16-12-401.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Tax on marijuana sales.

16-12-402.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Returns -- payment -- recordkeeping -- authority of department.

16-12-403.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Deficient assessment -- penalty and interest -- statute of limitations.

16-12-404.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Procedure to compute tax in absence of statement -- estimation of
tax -- failure to file -- penalty and interest.

16-12-405.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Authority to collect delinquent taxes.
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16-12-406.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Refunds -- interest -- limitations.

16-12-407.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Information -- confidentiality -- agreements with another state.

16-12-408.

(Effective October 1, 2021) Department to make rules.

50-46-301.

Short title -- purpose.

50-46-302.

Definitions.

50-46-304.

Department responsibility to monitor and assess medical marijuana production, testing, and
sales -- license revocation.

50-46-303.

Medical marijuana registry -- department responsibilities -- issuance of cards and licenses —
confidentiality.

50-46-305.

Canopy tiers -- requirements.

50-46-307.

Individuals with debilitating medical conditions -- requirements -- minors -- limitations.

50-46-308.

Provider types -- requirements -- limitations -- activities.

50-46-309.

Marijuana-infused products provider -- requirements -- allowable activities.

50-46-310.

Written certification -- accompanying statements.

50-46-311.

Testing laboratories -- licensing inspections.

50-46-312.

License as privilege -- criteria.

50-46-317.

Registry card or license to be exhibited on demand -- photo identification required.

50-46-318.

Health care facility procedures for patients with marijuana for use.

50-46-319.

Legal protections -- allowable amounts.

50-46-320.

Limitations of act.

50-46-326.

Testing of marijuana and marijuana-infused products.

50-46-327.

Prohibitions on physician affiliation with providers and marijuana-infused products providers -sanctions.

50-46-328.

Local government authority to regulate.

50-46-329.

Inspections -- procedures -- prohibition on inspector affiliation with licensees.

50-46-330.

Unlawful conduct by cardholders or licensees -- penalties.

50-46-331.

Fraudulent representation -- penalties.

50-46-332.

Confidentiality of registry information -- penalty.
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50-46-339.

Law enforcement authority.

50-46-340.

Forfeiture.

50-46-341.

Advertising prohibited.

50-46-342.

Hotline.

50-46-343.

Legislative monitoring.

50-46-344.

Rulemaking authority -- fees.

50-46-345.

Medical marijuana state special revenue account -- operating reserve -- transfer of excess
funds.

50-46-346.

Pain management education and treatment special revenue account.

50-46-347.

Provider licensing fees.

Section 105.

Transfer of funds. On July 1, 2021, the department of public health and human

services is authorized to transfer the fund balances in 50-46-345 and 50-46-346 to the marijuana state special
revenue account provided for under 16-12-111.

Section 106.

Repealer. Sections 37 and 52, Initiative Measure No. 190, approved November 3,

2020, are repealed.

Section 107. Section 56, Initiative Measure No. 190, approved November 3, 2020, is amended to read:
"Section 56.

Effective dates. (1) [Sections 8, 16, 23, 36, and 40 through 49] are effective January 1,

2021.
(2)

Except as provided in subsection subsections (1) and (3), [this act] is effective on October 1, 2021

January 1, 2022.
(3)

[Sections 18 and 35] are effective July 1, 2021."

Section 108.

Appropriation. (1) There is appropriated from the marijuana state special revenue

account provided for in 16-12-111 to the department of revenue:
(a) $6,930,492 for fiscal year 2022, which comprises 34 total FTE. 22 of the 34 FTE represent
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positions transferred from the department of public health and human services to the department of revenue.
(b)

$4,136,011 for fiscal year 2023 and which comprises 34 total FTE. 22 of the 34 FTE represent

positions transferred from the department of public health and human services to the department of revenue.
(c)

The appropriations described in subsections (1)(a) and (1)(b) must be used by the department of

revenue for the operating costs it incurs when administering the provisions of [this act].
(d)

The appropriation provided for in this subsection (1) must be considered a part of the base budget

for the 2025 biennium.
(2) (a) (I) The following amounts are appropriated for each year of the 2023 biennium to the
department of public health and human services for eligible services and programs in accordance with the
HEART fund that is set forth in 17-6-606 [section 100]:
(A)

$6 million in state special revenue funds; and

(B)

$19 million in federal special revenue funds.

(II)

It is the intent of the legislature that these appropriation amounts be included as part of the base

budget for the department of public health and human services for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023.
(b) For the 2023 biennium, $300,000 is appropriated to the department of justice for the purposes
described in 16-12-111.
(c) (i) For each year of the 2023 biennium, $150,000 is appropriated to the board of crime control for
the purposes described in 44-7-110.
(ii) It is the intent of the legislature that this appropriation amount be included as part of the base budget
for the board of crime control for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023.
(3)
(i)

(a) The following amounts are appropriated for fiscal year 2022:
the amount distributed pursuant to 16-12-111(4)(b)(ii) but not to exceed $650,000 to the

department of fish, wildlife and parks from the state park account established in 23-1-105(1);
(ii) the amount distributed pursuant to 16-12-111(4)(b)(iii) but not to exceed $650,000 to the
department of fish, wildlife, and parks from the trails and recreational facilities account established in 23-2-108;
(iii) the amount distributed pursuant to 16-12-111(4)(b)(iv) but not to exceed $650,000 to the
department of fish, wildlife, and parks from the nongame wildlife account established in 87-5-121; and
(iv) $200,000 to the veterans' affairs division of the department of military affairs from the account
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provided for in [section 93].
(b)
(i)

The following amounts are appropriated for the fiscal year 2023:
$5,412,000 from the marijuana state special revenue account provided for in 16-12-111 to the

department of fish, wildlife, and parks to be used solely as funding for permanent easements and maintenance;
(ii) $1,082,000 to the department of fish, wildlife, and parks from the state park account established in
23-1-105(1);
(iii) $1,082,000 to the department of fish, wildlife, and parks from the trails and recreational facilities
account established in 23-2-108;
(iv) $1,082,000 to the department of fish, wildlife, and parks from the nongame wildlife account
established in 87-5-121; and
(v)

$200,000 to the veterans' affairs division of the department of military affairs from the account

provided for in [section 93].

Section 109. Required warning labels. A person may not manufacture package, sell, or transfer
any marijuana or marijuana product unless the package containing the marijuana or marijuana product bears
the following statements in a form required by the department:
(1)

"WARNING: Consumption of marijuana may cause anxiety, agitation, paranoia, psychosis, and

cannabinoid hyperemesis."
(2)

"WARNING: Consumption of marijuana by pregnant women may result in fetal injury and low birth

(3)

"WARNING: Consumption of marijuana by nursing mothers may result in infant hyperactivity and

weight."

poor cognitive function."

Section 110.

Notification to tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send a copy of [this

act] to each federally recognized tribal government in Montana.

Section 111.

Direction to department of revenue, department of public health and human

services, and local governments -- notification to legislature -- transition. (1) The legislature directs the
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department of revenue to adopt rules to implement the Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act.
(2)

The legislature directs the department of public health and human services to assist the

department of revenue with the transfer of FTE, information, materials, and any other marijuana-related asset
that the department of revenue considers necessary to implement the regulation and taxation of marijuana in
the state and exercise authority over the regulation of all types of marijuana licenses and the medical marijuana
registry in the state.
(3)

On or after July 1, 2021, the department of public health and human services is authorized to

transfer the fund balances in 50-46-345 and 50-46-346 to the marijuana state special revenue account provided
for under 16-12-111.
(4)

In fiscal years 2021 and 2022, the department of revenue is not required to seek competitive

solicitations or requests for proposals when procuring the products and services associated with the taxation
and regulation of marijuana in the state. The department of administration shall allow the department to award a
contract to a vendor relating to the development and implementation of an integrated marijuana licensing and
taxation system pursuant to the sole source procurement process provided for under 18-4-306.
(5)

(a) On July 1, 2021, the department of health and human services shall transfer to the

department of revenue the existing license and applicable endorsements for any provider or marijuana-infused
products provider that was licensed or had applied for a license with the department of public health and human
services on November 3, 2020, and is in good standing with the department of public health and human
services as of the date of the transfer.
(b)

Existing licenses transferred pursuant to subsection (5)(a) shall be accepted and administered by

the department of revenue in accordance with 16-12-201(2) and rules adopted by the department of revenue
for the time periods set forth in 16-12-201(2).
(c)

The intent of the legislature with this subsection (5) and the provisions of 16-12-201(2) is that a

provider or marijuana-infused products provider that was licensed or had applied for a license with the
department of public health and human services on November 3, 2020, will be able to continue providing
marijuana and marijuana products to registered cardholders without disruption while also obtaining the
appropriate licensure under this Act in an expedient manner.
(6)

Local governments are encouraged to begin the process to approve any or all marijuana business
- 149 -

Authorized Print Version – HB 701
ENROLLED BILL

67th Legislature

HB 701

categories in accordance with [16-12-301], if required, implement the local-option excise tax in accordance with
[sections 94 through 98], or both beginning on July 1, 2021, in anticipation of the department of revenue
beginning to accept applications for licensure on January 1, 2022.

Section 112.

Codification instruction. (1) [Sections 1, 2, and 101 through 103] are intended to be

codified as an integral part of Title 16, chapter 12, part 1, and the provisions of Title 16, chapter 12, part 1,
apply to [sections 1, 2, and 101 through 103].
(2)

[Sections 3 through 7 and 109] are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 16, chapter

12, part 2, and the provisions of Title 16, chapter 12, part 2, apply to [sections 3 through 7 and 109].
(3)

[Section 8] is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 61, chapter 8, part 4, and the

provisions of Title 61, chapter 8, part 4, apply to [section 8].
(4)

[Sections 9 through 23 and 100] are intended to be codified as a new part in Title 16, chapter 12,

and the provisions of Title 16, chapter 12, apply to [sections 9 through 23 and 100].
(5)

[Section 93] is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 10, chapter 2, and the provisions

of Title 10, chapter 2, apply to [section 93].
(6)

[Sections 94 through 98] are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 16, chapter 12, part

3, and the provisions of Title 16, chapter 12, part apply to [sections 94 through 98].

Section 113.

Severability. If a part of [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the

invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains in
effect in all valid applications that are severable from the invalid applications.

Section 114.

Coordination instruction. If both Senate Bill No. 156 and [this act] are passed and

approved, then [section 3 of Senate Bill No. 156], amending 16-12-104, is void.

Section 115.

Contingent voidness. If the Montana supreme court determines that Initiative Measure

No. 190, approved November 3, 2020, other than the portions relating to revenue distribution, is in violation of
the Montana constitution and the constitutional infirmity invalidates the entire initiative, then both Initiative
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Measure No. 190 and [this act] are void.

Section 116.

Effective dates. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), [this act] is effective

January 1, 2022.
(2)

[Sections 41(1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(c), and (10) through (12); 79(2) and (8)(b); 80, 81, 107, 111, 114, and

this section] are effective on passage and approval.
(3)

[Sections 46, 59, 78, 79(11), 82 through 84, 101 through 103, 105, 106, and 108] are effective July

1, 2021.

Section 117.

Termination. (1) [Section 38(15)(b)(ii)] terminates October 1, 2023. After October 1,

2023, a hoop house is not an indoor cultivation facility.
(2) [Section 46(4)(b)(vi)] terminates June 30, 2025.
- END -
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HOUSE BILL NO. 701
INTRODUCED BY M. HOPKINS, R. MARSHALL

AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE REGULATION AND TAXATION OF MARIJUANA;
TRANSFERRING AUTHORITY OVER THE LICENSING, CULTIVATION, AND SALE OF MEDICAL
MARIJUANA TO REGISTERED CARDHOLDERS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ; CREATING
SEPARATE LICENSE CATEGORIES FOR CULTIVATION, MANUFACTURING, DISPENSING, AND
TRANSPORTING MARIJUANA; PROVIDING FOR EIGHT COMBINED-USE MARIJUANA LICENSES;
CREATING A MARIJUANA WORKER PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR A LOCAL-OPTION MARIJUANA EXCISE
TAX; REQUIRING LOCAL GOVERNMENT APPROVAL FOR A MARIJUANA BUSINESS TO OPERATE IN A
LOCAL JURISDICTION; PROVIDING APPROPRIATIONS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
PROVIDING FOR EXPUNGEMENT OF CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS RELATED TO MARIJUANA; PROVIDING
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MEASURE NO. 190, APPROVED NOVEMBER 3, 2020; REPEALING SECTIONS 16-12-205, 16-12-401, 16-12402, 16-12-403, 16-12-404, 16-12-405, 16-12-406, 16-12-407, 16-12-408, 50-46-301, 50-46-302, 50-46-303, 5046-304, 50-46-305, 50-46-307, 50-46-308, 50-46-309, 50-46-310, 50-46-311, 50-46-312, 50-46-317, 50-46-318,
50-46-319, 50-46-320, 50-46-326, 50-46-327, 50-46-328, 50-46-329, 50-46-330, 50-46-331, 50-46-332, 50-46339, 50-46-340, 50-46-341, 50-46-342, 50-46-343, 50-46-344, 50-46-345, 50-46-346, AND 50-46-347, MCA;
REPEALING SECTIONS 37 AND 52, INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 190, APPROVED NOVEMBER 3, 2020; AND
PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND TERMINATION DATES.

APPENDIX 4: BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR INITIATIVE NO. 190 (1190)

BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR INITIATIVE NO. 190 (1-190)
INITIATIVE NO. 190
A LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION

1-190 legalizes the pos ses sion and use of limited amounts of marijuana for adults over the age
of 21 . 1-190 requires the Department of Revenue to license and regulate the cultivation,
transportation, and sale of marijuana and marijuana-infused products and to inspect premises
where marijuana is cultivated and sold . It requires licensed laboratories to test marijuana and
marijuana-infused products for potency and contaminants . 1-190 establishes a 20% tax on nonmedical marijuana . 10.5% of the tax revenue goes to the state general fund, with the rest
dedicated to accounts for conservation programs, substance abuse treatment, veteran s'
services, healthcare costs, and localities where marijuana is sold . 1-190 allows a person currently
serving a sentence for an act permitted by 1-190 to apply for resentencing or an expungement
of the conviction . 1-190 prohibits advertising of marijuana and related products.
Marijuana taxes and fee s will generate about $48 million annually by 2025 . Marijuana fee s will
fund program admini stration and enforcement. Marijuana ta xes will contribute to the gen eral
fund and special revenue accounts for conservation, veterans' services, substance abu se
treatment, healthcare, and local governments . The general fund will net $4 million .

[]

Yes on Initiative 1-190

[]

No on Initiative 1-190
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APPENDIX 5: BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL
INITIATIVE NO. 118 (CI-118)

BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INITIATIVE NO. 118 {Cl-118)
CONSTITUTIONAL INITIATIVE NO . 118
A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION
Under the Montana Constitution, a person 18 years of age or older is an adult, except
that the legislature or the people by initiative may establish the legal age of purchasing,
consuming, or possessing alcoholic beverages. Cl-118 amends the Montana Constitution
to allow the legislature or the people by initiative to establish the legal age for
purchasing, consuming, or possessing marijuana .

[]

YES on Constitutional lnitiativeCl-118

[]

NO on Constitutional Initiative Cl -118

APPENDIX 6: CASCADE COUNTY ABSTRACT OF VOTES FOR l-

190 & CI-118

CASCADE COUNTY ABSTRACT OF VOTES
11/3/2020 MONTANA GENERAL ELECTION

District

Precinct

HD 19

P19A1
P19A2
P19A3
P19A4
P19Bl
Pl9B2
Pl9C
P19D
P19E

HD 20

P20A
P20B

HD 21

P21A
P21B

HD 22

P22A
P22B.
P22C

HD 23

P23

SubTotal

SubTotal

SubTotal

SubTotal

HD 24
HD 25
HD 26

HD 27
HD 30

NO

226
411
173
278
32
544
326
240
159

270
670
271
298
58
659
396
291
165

2389

3078

2275
766

2715
790

.3041

3505

2684
305

2150
146

2989

2296

2036
702
17

1206
501
24

2755

1731

2466

1695

SubTotal

2466

1695

2578

1928

SubTotal

2578

1928

2718

1725

SubTotal

2718

1725

1774
295

1085
120

SubTotal

2069

1205

491

500

SubTotal

491

500

251

323

P24
P25
P26A
P26B
P27
P30
SubTotal

Total

INffiATIVE NO. 190
YES

251

323

21747

17986
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CASCADE COUNTY ABSTRACT OF VOTES
11/3/2020 MONTANA GENERAL ELECTION

District

Precinct

HD 19

P19Al
P19A2
P19A3
P19A4
P19Bl
P19B2
P19C
P19D
P19E

HD 20

P20A
P20B

HD 21

P21A
P21B

HD 22

P22A
P22B.
P22C

HD 23

P23

HD 24

P24

SubTotal

SubTotal

SubTotal

SubTotal
SubTotal
SubTotal

HD 25

P25

HD 26

P26A
P26B

SubTotal

SubTotal

HD 27

P27

HD 30

P30

SubTotal
SubTotal
Total

CONSTITUTIONAL INffiATIVE Cl-118
YES
NO
226
266
452
613
175
263
278
290
42
47
561
622
320
385
249
279
166
156
2469
2921
2334
2583
778
760
.
3343
3112
2685
2078
275
170
. ....
2960 .
2248
1935
1267
710
482
21
18
2666
1767
2398
1690
· 2398
1690
2585
1858
2585
1858
2607
1768
·
2607
1768
1684
1133
260
152
1944
1285
507
473
507
473
277
286
277
286
21525
17639
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APPENDIX 7: 2013 CASCADE COUNTY PRECINCTS MAP
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other land survey data should be assumed without verification by the user. Neither
Cascade County nor the Cascade County GIS Department accepts any responsibility for
errors or omissions. This document may not be reproduced, edited, or otherwise altered in
any way without advanced permission of the Cascade County GIS Department or
Cascade County Commission.
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APPENDIX 8: COMMUNITY FIRE PLAN WILDLAND-URBAN
INTERFACE CASCADE COUNTY AND DEARBORN FSA MAP

APPENDIX 9: THE GREAT FALLS TRANSIT DISTRICT SYSTEM
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APPENDIX 10: GREAT FALLS TRANSIT DISTRICT MAP

APPENDIX 11: CITY OF GREAT FALLS EXISTING LAND USE MAP
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APPENDIX 12: WRITTEN COMMENTS
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ACKGRO·UN.DON MARIJUANA & YOUTH
THE YOUTH BRAIN
PRIMED FOR ADDICTION

POTENCY~
Marijuana is a MUCH more potent drug now than in
years past-today averag ing three to seven or more
times stronger than in the 1980s. Some samples of
marijuana extracts have an 80%-90% THC level. 1

, The pre-frontal cortex of the brain-which
controls judgment & decision making-is still
develop ing through the mid-20s & is
vulne rable to the effects of addictive
substances, such as marijuana.1
, Repeated marijuana use during adolescence is
associ ated with changes in the areas of the
brain involved with attention, memory,
decision making & motivation . Research also
shows t hat it can also lead to addiction,
relationship issues & long-term mental health
probl ems, including suicide attempts. 1
• Marijuana can also impa ir learni ng in
adolescents. Students who use m arijuana tend
to get lower grades & are more likely to drop
out of high school or be truant.1-2
, Edible marijuana products appeal to teens .
The popularity of edibles also increases the
chance of users having harmful reactions .
Edibles take longer to digest & longer to
produce a high; therefore, people may
consume more because of the delayed effects,
leading to dangerous results. 1·3

IMPACT ON SCHOOLS & EDUCATION
Legalized marijuana leads to increased youth
marijuana use & increased drug violations at school.
• Since Colorado, Washington, Oregon, Alaska & the
District of Columbia legalized marijuana, use of the
drug in ALL five jurisdictions has continued to rise
above the national average among youth aged
12-17.5
, Colorado currently is the highest ranking for
first-time marijuana use among youth, with a 65 %
increase in the years since legalization.5
• Alaska & Oregon now lead the nation in past-year
marijuana use among youth aged 12-17.5
• The latest available Colo rado drug violation data
indicates that marijuana violations were involved in
77% of referrals to law enforcement, 71 % of
expulsions & 69% of school suspensions. 6
, In Anchorage, Alaska school suspensions for
marijuana increased more than 141 % after
legalization was implemented. 7

GREAT FALLS &
CASCADE COUNTY

•

Youth marijuana use has significantly increa sed
since 2017 in Great Falls and Cascade Coun ty,
particularly among middle school students.4

PUBLIC SAFETY

~

• Marijuana use impairs driving skills.8
•The combination of alcohol and marijuana use
has been shown to increase the likelihood of
two vehicle fatal crashes by up to five times.10
, Regarding secondhand smoke, in that the
artery recovery time for exposure to one
minute of tobacco smoke is 30 minutes,
exposure to marijuana smoke for one minute is
90 minutes of recovery time. 9
Sou rces: 1NIDA, 1 CDC, 1US Dep t. of Health & Human Se rvi ces, 'GFPS YRBS Snapshot. 2019,
' Rocky M ou n tain HI DTA. 7Ancho rage Daily News, •Natio nal Hig hway & Traffic Sa fe-tt
Adm inistration, ' Jou rna l of American Hea rt Associ atio n, 1°Co lumbia University's Mailman
Sc hool o f Public Health. (Detailed citations ava il able upon request.)
5 NS DUH,

MARIJUANA
&YOUTH
The Cascade County Substance Abuse
Prevention Alliance (SAPA) has reviewed the
research and data on the effects of marijuana
use on youth and local communities. The
following represent key areas of concerns and
reco m mendations to limit harm related to the
hea lt h and safety of our youth.
We w ould implore yo u to protect our youth
and t he landscape of addiction in Montana by
implementing the following:

PROXIMITY
1000 feet from schools (preschool to higher
educat ion) & places of worship

DENSITY

,,,

of Great Falls high
school students have
used marijuana (1 or
more times), which is
20% higher than the
state average. 4
Great Falls middle
school students
use marijuana on
a daily basis at a
rate of twice the
state average. 4
The percentage of
Great Falls middle
school students who
began using marijuana
before the age of 12
has nearly doubled over
. the past two years. 4

1 marij uana dispensary per 10,000 residents,
never t o exceed 10 total in Cascade County

LICENSING
Do NOT allow any marij uana products to be
sold at b usinesses that sell alcohol

OPT OUT
By ballot iniative, ask Cascade County voters if
t hey wish to opt out of adu lt use. marijuana
legalizat ion without misleading them, as was
don e in the past.

CASCADE COUNTY

w

C

Cascade County 2021
Youth Risk Behavior Survey

:::>

Reports of Substance Abuse

--u

V,

•

•

HIGH SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

ALCOHOL

ALCOHOL

57%, have used alcohol in their lifetime (59%

27% have used alcohol in their lifetime (32% 2019,
39% 2017)
13% have used alcohol in the past 30 days (17%
2019, 12% 2017)
6 " of all students engaged in binge drinking in
the last month. Binge drinking is defined as 5 or
more drinks in two hours. (7% 2019, 7% 2017)

2019, 63% 2017)
27° have used alcohol in the past 30 days (32%
2019, 34% 2017)
15 % of all students engaged in binge drinking in
the last month. Binge drinking is defined as 5 or
more drinks in two hours. (20% 2019, 21 % 2017)

::c
tJ

MARIJUANA
3 1 have used marijuana (37% 2019, 35% 2017)
17% have used marijuana in the past 30 days

::c

SYNTHETIC MARIJUANA
7% have used synthetic marijuana (8% 2019, 10%

....I

2017)

2% have used synthetic marijuana (4% 2019, 4%
2017)

USE OF OTHER DRUGS

USE OF OTHER DRUGS

Inhalants
9% have sniffed inhalants to get high (9% 2019,
8% 2017)
Methamphetamines
3% have used meth in their lifetime (2% 2019, 2%
2017)
Prescription Drugs
11° ' used prescription pain medication without a
doctor's prescription or differently than how a
doctor instructed (14% 2019, 14% 2017)

Inhalants
9% have sniffed inhalants to get high (10% 2019,
6% 2017)
Methamphetamines
1% have used meth in their lifetime (1 % 2019, 1%
2017)
Prescription Drugs
9% used prescription pain medication without a
doctor's prescription or differently than how a
doctor instructed (11 % 2019, 9% 2017)

NICOTINE

NICOTINE
14°0 have smoked cigarettes (21 % 2019, 18%

<
w

~

zw

~

•

(21%2019, 19%2017)

24% have smoked cigarettes (34% 2019, 32%
2017)
6% have smoked cigarettes in the past 30 days
(10% 2019, 13% 2017)
Electronic Vapor Product Use
4 5% have used the product (58% 2019, 49% 2017)
24 /ohave used the product in the past 30 days
(38% 2019, 32% 2017)

= decrease (Step in the right direction!)

MARIJUANA
13% have used marijuana (18% 2019, 10% 2017)
6% have used marijuana in the past 30 days (11 %
2019, 5% 2017)

SYNTHETIC MARIJUANA

2017)
4% have smoked cigarettes in the past 30 days
(4% 2019, 4% 2017)

Electronic Vapor Prod uct Use
23% have used the product (32% 2019, 23% 2017)
10% have used the product in the past 30 days
(20% 2019, 12% 2017)

= increase (Red flags!)

Bullying, Mental Health & Suicide
HIGH SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

18% reported being bullied on school property
(24% 2019, 24% 2017)
14% reported being bullied electronically
(texting/social media) (18% 2019, 17% 2017)

32% reported being bullied on school propert y
(26% 2019, 34% 2017)
20% reported being bullied electronically (texting/social media) (19% 2019, 17% 2017)
22% reported being bullied because of their
sexual orientation (19% 2019, 18% 2017)
9% reported not going to school because they felt
unsafe at school or on their way to or from school
(10% 2019, 7% 2017)

14% reported being bullied because of their
sexual orientation (13% 2019, 12% 2017)
8% reported not going to school because they felt
unsafe at school or on their way to or from school
(8% 2019, 6% 2017)

20% reported seriously considering attempting
7l
Su ir"1 da in +ha p=>s+ 12 mnnths (??O/,, 2rl19 210/.0
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2017)
16% reported actually making a plan on how they
would attempt suicide in the past 12 months (20%
2019, 17% 2017)

23% reported seriously considering attempting

suicide in the past 12 months (23% 2019, 17%
2017)
19% reported actually making a plan on how they
would attempt suicide in the past 12 months (20%
2019, 16% 2017)
14% reported actually attempting suicide in the
past 12 months (16% 2019, 15% 2017)

12% reported actually attempting suicide in the
past 12 months (11 % 2019, 14% 2017)
40% reported feeling sad or hopeless almost
every day for two weeks or more (38% 2019, 29%

33% reported feeling sad or hopeless almost
every day for two weeks or more (31 % 2019, 26%

2017)

2017)

#TRENDING

©

Of those students who have vaped, fruit & menthol flavored were the most popular flavors
for high school students. Fruit and chocolate, candy, desserts were the most popular
flavors middle school students. This demonstrates that flavors make the poison go down.
68% of high school students and 67% of middle school students spent three (3) or more
hours a day in front of a TV, computer, smart phone or other electronic device watching
shows or videos, playing games, accessing the Internet or using social media. This screen
time does NOT include time spent doing schoolwork.

I)

There has been a significant decrease in the number of students who get seven (7) or more
hours of sleep on a school night. (High school 52% 2021, 60% 2019, Middle school 64%
2021 , 75% 2019)

•

Distracted Driving
40% of high school students repo rted texting or emailing while driving in 2021. (35%
2019)
36% of high school students reported using the internet or apps on their phone w hile driving in 2021 . 33% 2019)
NOTE: A total of 941 Cascade County students took the YRBS in 2021 (634 high school, 307 middle school). That
is 68 more students who ..took the YRBS survey in 2021 than in 2019 (574 high school, 299 middle school). This is
noteworthy as we consider how the (OVID pandemic could have played a role.

Yonker, Charity N.
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Ben Forsyth <brforsyth@msn .co m >
Thursday, October 14, 2021 5:39 PM
Yonker, Charity N.
RE: Marijuana Land Use Changes

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the

sender and kn ow the content is safe.

Dear Charity- I like your name . Yes, please do it. Also, the county commissioners have a previous paper I did on how THC
is affecting our educational system . Bonnie's bosses have a copy of it. If they do not, just email me or call (727-4007) and
I will bring you one.
Thanx for your interest.
Chubby, Balding, Wrinkled, 01' Ben
From: Yonker, Charity N. <cnyonker@cascadecountymt.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 202111:40 AM
To: brforsyth@msn .com
Subject: Marijuana Land Use Changes

Hi Mr. Forsyth,
Bonnie Fogerty provided me with your piece on "Cannabis and Violence ." I was wondering if you would like me
to include this as public comment for the Cascade County Planning Board and Commission with the marijuana-related
zoning changes being considered?
Thank you!

Charity N. Yonker
Planning Director
Cascade County Planning Depart1nent
121 Ll,th Street North, Suite 2H/I
Great Falls , MT 59401
Phone: (406) 454-6905
Fax : (Ll.06) 4,54,-6919
Disclosure: This email is public information subj ect to public r ecords disclosure law s which has been created or
r ece ived on an electronic mail system in the course of county business and includes any electronic record
attachment(s ), unless otherwise prot ected from disclo sure und er the laws of the State.
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If we are to guard against ignorance and remain free,
it is the responsib ility of every American to be informed
Thomas Jefferson

THC HARMS

INTRODUCTIONRecent experiences in other states have shown that legalization of recreational cannabis use across the
US will substantially reduce the product ' s prices, increase the average street potency, make the effects
of cannabis much more available to all segments of our population, and create huge profits for the
marijuana industry . The March, 2021, Montana legislative efforts to regulate marijuana did a
tremendous job of identifying potential harms and using state la ws to control the problems of medical
marijuana and chemica l testing . They created some of the most effective laws in the nation regulating
growing, manufacturing, and selling of the plant' s harmful psychoactive chemicaldelta9tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). However, these well-thought-out laws did not control several
complicated subjects that have proven detrimental in dozens of other states to the we llbeing of tens of
thousands of citizens, local economies, education efforts, emergency room operations, and quality
functions of a beneficial soc iety.

THC and YOUNG MINDSResearch has clearly established that the younger the human mind, the more it is affected by all
kinds ofTHC and its harms . Thousands of professionally respected scientific studies world wide have
proven that even microscopic amounts of THC can destroy brain material-density in the very young and
reduce mental functions particularly in fetuses and young children . Current Montana law only
approaches these critical areas indi rectly. Quality, professional science, in dozens of countries have
created thousands of respected studies using the very best investigative methodologies to elucidate
these harms . A few of those studies are>ln 2016, a British science professor named Gunn printed an article in perhaps the most
respected medical journal on the planet, the Briti sh Lancet, reviewing 24 professional studies and found
that " ... women who used any (legal) marijuana during pregnancy had a higher likelihood of deve loping
anemia. He also found that infants exposed prenatally to marijuana had a decrea se in birth weight... and
a higher likelihood of needing admission to neonatal intensive care units ." The Lancet is noted for
researching the validity and conclusions of medical research before printing them . (Gunn et al, 2016)
>"The

us National Survey on Drug Us e and Hea lth found that 21.1% of pregnant women who

reported usin g cannabis, did so on a daily basis . THC was detectable in breast m_il k for longer than si x
weeks . The national Academy of Obstetri cia ns and Gynecologists and the American Academy of

> " ~ permits the establishment of a legal cannabis industry that has a financial interest
in promoting cannabis use, ... it allows adults to use cannabis for almost any legal purpose." (Hall, 2020)
>"The legalization of cannabis use in the US has ... decrease(d) the retail price of cannabis, ...
allowed users to obtain a regular supply of cannabis without risk of criminal penalty, (legally) sell higher
(average) potencies, and produce a major diversification of cannabis products ( including gummy bears,
candy, chocolate bars, and soda-type beverages) that are all cannabis infused ." (Hall, 2020)
>" A review of pediatric cases ... found more unintentional cannabis ingestion by children in US
states that had legalized medical and recreational cannabis use than those that had not." (Richards,
2017)
>"(Governments) ... need to ... monitor the impacts of policy changes on public health, and take
advantage of this knowledge to develop ways of regulating cannabis use that minimizes adverse effects
on public health ." (Hall, 2020)
>" .. . increasing frequency of marijuana use during pregnancy may play a role in risk for adverse
neonatal outcomes." (Ryan, 2018)
>" ... increases in negative neonatal outcomes among children and adolescents were reported in
Massachusetts before and after the legalization of medical cannabis use, despite the use of child-proof
packaging and warning lables ." (Whiethill,2019)
>" An increase in cannabis-related emergency department presentations has been reported after
legalization in Boulder, Colorado for childhood poisonings, psychological distress, psychosis, severe
vomiting, social difficulties, and learning capabilities." (Monte, 2015)
>" .. .increasing cannabis use is associated much more strongly with several classes of congenital
anomalies in this dataset than either tobacco or alcohol." (Reece, 2020)
>"Patients should be advised to avoid cannabis for morning sickness of pregnancy ." (Reece, 2020)
>" ... in table 5, it is noted cannabis is implicated in 46 terms (medical concerns) compared to 15 for
alcohol and 18 for tobacco ... . The overall conclusion from this detailed comparison must be that cannabis
J_grelatively more powerful or more potent human teratogen (a substance which can alter a developing
embryo and lead to malformations) than alcohol." (Reece, 2020)
>"Cannabis teratology explains current patterns of Colorado congenital defects ." (Reece,2020)
>" ... epidemiological studies point towards harmful associations, that cannabis use in pregnancy is
becoming more common, that it is widely recommended in pregnancy by cannabis dispensaries, and that
increased rates of low birth weight, premature and still births, and increased neonatal intensiv e care
admissions are well recognized associations." (Reece, 2020)
>" ... children

born

after

prenatal

cannabis

exposure

(PCE)

show

increased

adverse

neurodevelopment outcomes including impaired executive function, visuomotor processin g deficits,
heighten startle responses, lack of impulse control, susceptibility to addiction later in life, lack of
emotional cont rol, and motor defects. (Brents, 2017; Smith, 2016; and Paul, 2020)

CONSIDERATIONS

The 2021 laws passed by the Montana legislature made the sale of recreational marijuana illegal to
anyone under 21 years of age . But it did not specifically address the child damaging transfer of legally
purchased marijuana from the mother's blood system, or from any adult-crea ted ingestible THC smoke,
to a fetus, to a young baby, or to an innocent child. These are creating tragic problems that are already
happening in Montana, and will grow with the current legalization of marijuana . In the interest of public
health, the next session of the legislature should address these issues with logic, scientifically
established facts, and their proven interest in the health and welfare of the state's current youth .
Identifiable harms of cannabis have already exhibited severe problems in young minds and bodies in our
state and nationwide . Science has routinely proven that the earlier a child's brain is effected by THC,
(even microscopic doses), the more the negative effects can be seen currently, and in later life .
Examples can be seen across the nation and in our state . In a country-wide survey, in 2015, the National
Center For Educational Statistics found that alcohol was involved in 17,200 incidences of in-school
violence. The survey also found that distribution, possession, and use of illegal drugs (mostly marijuana)
was involved in 82,200 such incidents. Examples of local in-school violence are most evident in
Montana's school systems and often target school employees. Several school teachers from around the
state hav~ told me of a 4th grade teacher, in one of our largest districts, who was knocked unconscious in
her classroom by one of her cannabis influenced students. Such conduct has been showing up and
increasing for years.
Experienced professionals in Montana openly prove the harms of THC to fetal and youthful minds. Beth
Brenneman of Disability Rights Montana estimates that school psychological and treatment programs
currently serve almost 5,000 youthful patients and are running out of financial backing for their
services. ORM expects the problem to grow as recreational marijuana kicks in . At the current l_evel of
financial costs, they cannot treat all the identifiable young psychological patients. Montana school
systems currently receive financial support for mental and behavioral health care for students through
the Comprehensive School and Community Treatment (CSCT) program that is currently on the financial
ropes . Elsie Arntzen, the recently elected Superintendent of Public Instruction, has inherited a very
difficult educational situation partially created by cannabis availability that no one seems to want to
control in a way that is a long-term benefit to thousands of our fetuses and very young children.
Mostly because of cannabis related childhood in-class behavior and learning disabilities, I personally
know two local teachers who have quit teaching and moved to other occupations . I have talked to
dozens of educators from across the state who feel that they did not endure years of education and
relat ed training to suffer the frustration they now experience in the classroom. This cannabis rel ate d
problem is driving qualified teachers away from their chosen occupation . There is now the most prolific
t eac her shortage our state has ever experienced- and whith er we realize it or not, THC is one of the
major causes. Wh en districts ex hau st all possibilities for hiring licen sed educato rs, th ey request
eme rgency authorizations from the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI} to hire teachers who are
not academically qualified nor certified . Crystal Andrews from the head OPI office comments that "The
number of schools with non -lic ense d tea chers is at an all -time high. Th ere' s a significant reduction in on site elementary education teachers from 600 teac hers in 2019 to 470 in 2020 ."

Ben Forsyth
3301 9th St N.E.
Great Falls, MT 59404
Phone : 406-727-4007 (a transcribing telephone)
Email : brforsyth@msn .com
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can, as a community and state, legally reduce proven suffering, and still meet the requirements of 1-190,
as approved by majority vote .

UNDERSTANDING THE SCIENCE OF VIOLENCE CAUSED BY DELTA9TETRAHYDROCANNAB1NOL(THC)

>

After studying 1,136 patients, ages 18 to 40, researchers at the University of Montreal have
scientifically proven that "sustained use of cannabis is associated with an increase in violent
behavior in young people. Users who reported ... that they continually smoke cannabis
presented a 144% increase of violent behavior." (Dumais, 2017)

> "...the association between persistent cannabis use and violence is stronger than that
associated with alcohol or cocaine." (Dumais, 2017)

>

11
...

neuroimaging studies demonstrated that chronic cannabis users have deficits in the

prefrontal cortex, a part of the brain that inhibits impulsive behavior. " (dumais, 2017)

>
>

" Persistency of cannabis use predicts violence ....." (Dugre,2017).
"Frequent, persistent, and long term (marijuana) users have been shown to experience more
mental health and behavior problems, such as aggression and delinquency." (Schoeler, 2016;
and Windle,2004)

>

" Globally, there was a 45% increase in the odds of intimate partner violence (IPV) in cannabis
users ." (Johnson, 2017)

>

"It has been generally found that studies using smaller doses ofTHC /cannabis have been less
likely to report the emergence of aggression, whereas studies using higher doses and more
chronic exposure have led to an increase in aggressiveness ." (Miczek, 1994)

>

" Continuous use of cannabis causes violent behavior as a direct result of changes in brain
function caused by smoking marijuana over many years .... Studies have linked marijuana use
to increased delinquency, aggression, and other psychological disorders ." (Fields, 2016)

> "... long term use of cannabis, especially in adolescent years, can cause long-term changes in
brain development, including an increased risk of schizophrenia . One fifth of those who were
(heavy) pot smokers (22%) reported violent behavior that began after beginning to use
cannabis, whereas only 0.3 % reported violence before using weed ." (Fields, 2016)

>

" Continued use of cannabis over the life-time of the study was the strongest predictor of
violent convictions in later adulthood . Continuous cannabis use is associated with a 7-fold
(700%) greater-odds for subsequent commission of violent crimes." (Fields, 2016)

>

In a sample of 9400 subjects, " Consistent use of marijuana during adolescence was predictive
of committing intimate partner violence in early adulthood and made being a victim 20X
more likely." (Reingle, 2012)

>

A study of 43 subjects found marijuana, but not alcohol, use increased interpersonal hostility
and impulsivity in daily life ." (Ansell, 2015)

>

" Marijuana users are nea rly as likely to engage in violent behaviors as cra ck users ."
(Freidman, 2001)

>-

" Findings demon strat ed marij ua na use is associate d w ith psycho logi ca l, physica l, and sex ual
abuse ." (Shorey, 2018)

4.) Kevin Johnson Neal, also a cannabis grower, went on a shooting spree firing bullets at an
elementary school. He killed five people. His parents admitted his long-time cannabis use and his
accompanying mental problems.
5.) A Maine college graduate named Orion Krause killed his parents, grandmother, and a grounds
caretaker after graduation. Earlier, his parents had admitted that he had learned to use marijuana in
college . He was known to acquaintances as a heavy user.
6.) A 19year-old Washington state resident named Ashton Sacks drove 1200 miles to southern
California to shoot his parents and other family members. Acquaintances say he had spent long hours
playing video games and smoking pot.
7.) Malik Murphy, 20, of Colorado Springs, murdered his 7-year -old brother and 5 -year-old
sister as the family was sleeping. He tried, but failed, to also kill his parents. He is noted by school
authorities for consistently smoking cannabis from a vaping pen in his backpack.
8.} David Dauzat, 24, Texas, killed his wife in front of their children after sharing marijuana
cigarettes . The follow-on investigation found the only drug in his system was THC.
9.) In Palos Hills Illinois, a seventeen-year-old named John Granat, and his pot smoking friends,
murdered John's parents because his dad had been chastising him for heavy pot smoking.
10.) Kamil Dantes, 29, of Great Britain, Murdered his parents with a knife in 2015. In court, the
presiding judge named Charles Haddon-Cave said, "Your deteriorating mental health had much to do
with your cannabis habit."
11.) On February 1, 2018, Nikolas Cruz killed 17 students and staff at the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, and injured 17 others. From a young age, he had started to use
marijuana heavily. He had previously attempted suicide. After his mass shooting, he publicly stated that
he "used a lot of marijuana".
12.J On November 5, 2017, Devin Kelley carried out the deadliest shooting in Texas history,
resulting in the death of 27 people and injuries to 20 others. His shooting incident took place at sunday
services of the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs . Kelly was wounded by bystanders and killed by
police in a high-speed chase. A later autopsy found considerable THC in his blood. He was a long-term
user of cannabis and post-incident investigations found numerous incidents where Kelley had problems
related to marijuana.
13.J On May 22, 2017, a suicide bomber named Salaman Abedi detonated an explosive device in
Manchester, England. The blast killed over 20 people and inju red another 100. Follow-on investigations
showed that, from a very early age, Abedi was a "party animal" who consumed marijuana regularly .
14.J On May 18, 2017, Richard Rojas drove a car along three blocks of bicycle paths and sidewalks
at New York's Time Square, killing a teenager and injuring 22 other people . Follow-on investigations
uncovered evidence that Rojas was a heavy marijuana user. Rojas testified that paranoia and
hallucinations caused him to " hear voices" (sometimes caused by THC) telling him to commit the attack .

have obvious traits ofTHC-created psychological involvement, but facts from police reports and other
formal investigations will probably not be available for years .
Reducing the availability and potency ofTHC will improve our quality of life, reduce our law
enforcement and treatment expenses, allow our governments and economy to run more efficiently,
build our financial viability, and produce better safety in all our daily lives.

RECOMMENDATIONS1.

A Great Falls school drug counselor with 34years of experience has documented hundreds of
high-school aged, and younger, children who are using marijuana heavily. Because of this illegal
problem, violence in families and educational systems is rising at a tremendous rate. In order to
protect fetuses, very young children, and adolescents, existing laws relating to
methamphetamine control and its exposure for underage citizens (Montana Code Annotated
Chapter 45, section 5), must be extended to include tetrahydrocannabinol from any source with
serious punishment for people who provide products to any user, in any manor, with more THC
than .3%. Punishment should include therapy and consultation on the harms of THC, and fines,
and jail time for repeated offenders.

2. State government, law enforcement agencies, counties, municipalities, registered medical
providers, and school districts should assemble factual testimony and statistical information on
the scientifically proven problems with THC and violence that should also include testimony from
some previous users . Those statistics and related harms should be made public annually by the
appropriate state agency.
3.

With the.assistance of municipal and county officials, existing forms from state agencies that
gather information on state-wide medical conditions, should be extended to include THC related
information and approximate related costs of psychological and physical treatment related to
THC connected to violence. These statistics should be publicized using yearly totals, but should
contain no personal information.

4 . The Montana legislature should establish laws requiring all law enforcement agencies to do THC
tests on any individual, or group, of violent offenders who are detained or apprehended for
suspicion of committing violent crimes. Totals of any resulting convictions indicating THC use
relating to violent offences should be accumulated state-wide, should be published annually, and
should form a statistical basis to support taxation for treatment, counseling, and incarceration
purposes related to cannabis use .
5.

All medical personnel, treatment agencies (both public and private), and organizations licensed
or practicing medicine of any type in Montana, should be required by law to perform THC
evaluation-blood-tests at the initiation of treatment contact for any psychological, physical, or
criminal symptoms that are suspected to be related directly or indirectly to THC or illegal drug
use . Test results and diagnosis should be transmitted to the appropriate state agency and be
summarized in a yearly report available to the public . All such public documents must not reveal
the individual names of patients.
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To: Gardner, Trisha <tgardner@cascadecountymt.gov>
Subject: Adult-Use Marijuana
Hi Trisha,
With the new law that goes into effect on January 1, 2022 allowing adult-use marijuana, I am preparing a staff report for
text changes to the Cascade County Zoning Regulations. My recommendation is going to be to allow adult-use
marijuana land uses only in the Heavy Industrial (1-2) District which is largely north of Black Eagle and south of the river
by River Road toward the Malmstrom .
How do you think the expansion to legalize adult-use marijuana will impact our communities public health? Pros/Cons
Let me know your thoughts!
Thanks,

Charity N. Yonker

Planning Director
Cascade County Planning Department
121 4th Street North, Suite 2H/I
Great Falls, MT 59LW1
Phone: (406) 4..54-6905
Fax: (4,06) Ll,54,-6919
Disclo sure: This email is public information subj ect to public r ecords disclo sure laws which has b een cr eated or
r e ceived on an electronic mail sy stem in the course of county business and includes any el ectronic record
atta chment(s ), unless otherwise protect ed from disclo sure under the law s of the State.
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APPENDIX 13: DRAFT RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO AMEND

THE TEXT OF THE COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS #21-59

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MT

Resolution 21-59
IN THE MATTER OF A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION
TO AMEND THE TEXT OF THE CASCADE COUNTY
ZONING REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, under the provision of Title 76, Chapter 2, Part 2, Montana Code Annotated ("MCA"), the
Board of County Commissioners is autholized to adopt zoning regulations; and
WHEREAS, a Zoning District and Regulations therefore was created by Resolution passed by the Board
of County Cmmnissioners on April 26, 2005, as documented on Resolution #05-018, on file in the Office of the
Clerk and Recorder of Cascade County; and
WHEREAS, MCA § 76-2-205 authorizes the Board of County Co1mnissioner to amend the zoning
regulations; and
WHEREAS, the State of Montana passed the Montana Marijuana Regulations and Taxation Act
legalizing adult-use marijuana, with a majmity of House Districts in Cascade County voting in favor; and
WHEREAS, the Cascade County Planning Depaiiment proposed changes to address the expansion of
adult-use maiijuana land uses in Cascade County to the Cascade County Plaiming Board; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with MCA § 76-2-204, and Cascade County Zoning Regulations § 14, the
Board of County Commissioners shall require the Cascade County Planning Board to act as a zoning cmmnission
to recmmnend boundaiies and approp1iate regulations for the vaiious zoning distiicts; and
WHEREAS, a legal notice of the public heaiing to be held on October 19, 2021, by the Cascade County
Plaiming Board, regarding the requested county zoning change was published in the Great Falls Tribune on
September 19, 2021 & September 26, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the Cascade County Planning Board held a public heaiing on October 19, 2021, to allow any
interested paiiy to speak for or against the requested change, considered the above-mentioned petition, and passed
a motion recmmnending the Board of County Commissioners approve said zoning amendments; and
WHEREAS, the Cascade County Planning Board is perfonning in an advisory capacity to the Board of
County Cmmnissioners regarding zoning and has provided a wiitten repmi to the Board of County C01m11issioners
regarding the above-mentioned zoning amendment; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with MCA§ 76-2-205, notice was posted regarding the zoning amendment in
at least five (5) public places on September 18, 2021, for the public heaiing to be held by the Board of County
C01mnissioners on November 12, 2021; and
WHEREAS, a legal notice of the public hearing to be held on November 12, 2021 by the Board of County
Conunissioners regarding the requested county zoning text amendments was published in the Great Falls Tribune
on October 24, 2021 and October 31, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the Board of County Co1mnissioners, on November 12, 2021 , held a public hearing to allow
any interested paiiy to speak for or against the requested amendments.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners to pass
this Resolution oflntention to amend the Cascade County Zoning Regulations as described below.

Resolution 21-59
MARIJUANA SALES
The legal transfer of marijuana or marijuana products for consideration, exchange, bmier, gift,
offer for sale, or distribution in any maimer or by any means .
MARIJUANA CULTIVATION
Planting, cultivating, growing, harvesting, and drying marijuana, and includes packaging and
labeling ma1ijuana at that location whether indoors or outdoors.
MARIJUANA CULTIVATION FACILITY
A place and/or building, or pmiion thereof, used or intended to be used to grow live marijuana
plants. The te1111 includes, but is not limited to, outdoor area, greenhouse(s), hoop house(s), or
similar structure(s).

AMEND SECTION 8.22 OF THE "SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS" TO READ:
8.22 MARIJUANA BUSINESS SETBACKS
A mmijuana business shall not be within five hundred (500) feet of a building used exclusively as a
worship facility or educational facility that are present at the time of application. The distance must be
measured in a straight line from the center of the nearest entrance of the worship facility or educational
facility to the nearest building or structure used for the marijuana business unless no building or structure
exists in which case it shall be measured from the nearest point of the prope1iy line.
The proposed zoning text amendments are on file for public inspection at the office of the Cascade County Clerk
and Recorder.
Passed and adopted at this Cmrunission heating on this 12th day of November, 2021 .
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADECOUNTY, MONTANA

Attest:

Joe Briggs, Chainnan

Rina Ft Moore, Clerk and Recorder

James L. Larson, Commissioner

D on Ryan, Commissioner

* APPROVED AS TO FORM :
Josh Racki, County Attorney
D EPUTY COUNTY ATTORNEY

*

TH E CO UNTY A"ITORN EY I-IAS PRO VID ED ADV ICE AN D A PPRO VA L OF Tl-I E FO REGO I NG DO CU M ENT L ANGUAGE ON BEI-IALF OF T H E BOARD OF C ASCA DE COUNT Y
C OMMI SS IONE RS, AN D NOT ON BEl·IALF OF OTH ER PA RTI ES OR ENTITI ES. R EV I EW AN D APPRO VAL OF THIS DOCUM ENT BY Tl-I E CO UNT Y ATT ORNE Y WAS
C ONDUCTED SOL ELY FROM A L EGA L PERSPECTI VE A ND FOR Tl-I E EXCLUS I VE BENE FIT OF CASCADE COUNT Y. OTHER PARTI ES SHO ULD NOT RELY ON T I-II S
APPRO VA L AN D SHO ULD SEEK RE V IEW AN D A PPROV A L BY THEIR OWN RES PECTI VE COUNS EL.

APPENDIX 14: NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that the Cascade County Planning Board will hold a public heming
on Tuesday, September 21, 2021, at 9 :OOam in Room 105 of the Comihouse Annex located at 325
2nd Ave N, Great Falls, MT and via Zoom, an online platfonn. The Plaiming Board will meet to
consider making a recommendation to the Board of County Conm1issioners to amend the zoning
text of the Cascade County Zoning Regulations to reflect recent legislative changes concerning
recreational marijuana land uses.
The mate1ials are on file for public inspection at the office of the Cascade County Plaiming
Depaiiment at 121 4th St. N., Suite 2H/I, Great Falls, MT 59401, and in the office of the Cascade
County Clerk and Recorder at 121 4th St N, #1 B-1, Great Falls, MT 59401. Any interested person
may appear and speak for or against the proposed zoning change. W1itten public connnent may be
submitted to the Cascade County Plam1ing Department by mail, emailed to
pla1mingcormnents@cascadecountymt.gov, or during the public hearing. Infonnation for
c01mecting via Zoom can be found on the calendar at www.cascadecountymt.gov. Individuals
needing special acco1m11odation to paiiicipate should contact the Plaiming Depaiiment at (406)
454-6905 p1ior to the meeting to allow adequate time for special mrnngements.
CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
/s/Chaiity N. Y 011ker, Planning Director
Publication Dates: Sunday, September 12, 2021, and Sunday, September 19, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that the Cascade County Planning Board meeting scheduled for
Tuesday, September 21, 2021, at 9:00 am is canceled. The public hearing is rescheduled to
accommodate a larger venue to be held on Tuesday, October 19, 2021, at 9:00 am at the Family
Living Center at Montana ExpoPark located at 400 3rd Street NW, Great Falls, MT and via Zoom,
an online platfonn. The Planning Board will meet to consider making a reconunendation to the
Board of County Conunissioners to amend the zoning text of the Cascade County Zoning
Regulations to reflect recent legislative changes concerning recreational marijuana land uses.
The materials are on file for public inspection at the office of the Cascade County Planning
Department at 121 4th St. N., Suite 2H/I, Great Falls, MT 59401, and in the office of the Cascade
County Clerk and Recorder at 121 4th St N, #lB-1, Great Falls, MT 59401. Any interested person
may appear and speak for or against the proposed zoning changes. Written public conunent may
be submitted to the Cascade County Planning Department by mail, emailed to
planningcomments@cascadecountymt.gov, or during the public hearing. Information for
connecting via Zoom can be found on the calendar at www .cascadecountymt.gov. Individuals
needing special acconunodation to participate should contact the Planning Department at (406)
454-6905 prior to the meeting to allow adequate time for special arrnngements .
CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
ls/Charity N. Yonker, Planning Director
Publication Dates: Sunday, September 19, 2021, and Sunday, September 26, 2021

.NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that the Board of Cascade County Conunissioners will hold a public
heaiing on Friday, November 12, 2021, at 10:00 am at the Family Living Center at Montana
ExpoPark located at 400 3rd Street NW, Great Falls, MT and via Zoom, an online platfonn. The
Commission will meet to consider the rec01m11endation made by the Cascade County concerning
amending the zoning text of the Cascade County Zoning Regulations to reflect recent legislative
changes concerning adult-use and medical marijuana land uses.

The materials are on file for public inspection at the office of the Cascade County Planning
Depaiiment at 121 4th St. N., Suite 2H/I, Great Falls, MT 59401, and in the office of the Cascade
County Clerk and Recorder at 121 4th St N, # 1B-1, Great Falls, MT 59401. Any interested person
may appear and speak for or against the proposed zoning change. Written public conunent may be
submitted to the Cascade County Planning Depaiiment by mail, emailed to
planningconunents@cascadecountymt. gov, or during the public hearing. Infonnation for
connecting via Zoom can be found on the calendar at www.cascadecountymt.gov. Individuals
needing special acc01mnodation to paiiicipate should contact the Plamung Depmiment at (406)
454-6905 prior to the meeting to allow adequate time for special mrnngements.
CASCADE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
/s/Chaiity N. Yonker, Plamung Director
Publication Dates: Sunday, October 24, 2021, and Sunday, October 31, 2021

.,,

