CASCADE COUNTY DUI TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES
January 26, 2016

Call to Order
DUI Task Force president Barbara Bessette called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m. at the Great Falls
Pre-Release Center, noting that a quorum was present to conduct business.

1. Roll Call
DUI Task Force Members
Cascade County Attorney designee: Ashley Wilkinson — Present
Cascade County Sheriff designee: Deputy Travis Grove (Vice-President) — Present
City of Great Falls Chief of Police designee: Captain Jeff Newton — Present
Great Falls City Attorney designee: Cassidy Blomgren — Absent
State of Montana Highway Patrol District Il Chief designee: Trooper David Baggs — Present
Great Falls Victim-Witness Services designee: Savannah Hilton — Absent
State of MT Adult Probation & Parole Regional Admin designee: Wayne Bye — Present
Montana Tavern Association Home Safe Program designee: Vince Kyle — Present
Gateway Recovery Center designee: Barbara Bessette (President) - Present
Benefis Health Systems, Inc. Chemical Dependency Unit designee: Ted Szudera — Absent
Great Falls Pre-Release Services, Inc. designee: Lisa Meyers (Secretary) — Present
Cascade County Commissioner: Jim Larson - Present
Great Falls Public Schools designee: Danielle Funseth — Present
Airmen Against Drunk Driving designee: SrA Jon Gregory — Present
Citizen Members: Jim Whitaker (Treasurer) - Present; Corin Fisch - Present; Mark Hewitt - Present
Task Force Coordinator: Jerry Kelley — Present

Members of the Public in Attendance
John Hayes, Montana Tavern Association
Seth Garrett, Prevention Intern, Gateway Recovery Center
SSgt Justin Kirkpatrick, MAFB NCOIC Police Services

2. Approval of Minutes from November 24, 2015

DUI Task Force members reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. Jim Whitaker motioned to
approve the minutes from the November 24, 2015 meeting as presented. Lisa Meyers seconded, and
the motion carried unanimously.

3. Election of Officers for 2016
The Nominations Committee presented for election the following slate to serve as officers of the
Cascade County DUI Task Force for the 2016 calendar year:

President — Barbara Bessette Vice President — Travis Grove

Treasurer — Jim Whitaker Secretary — Lisa Meyers
President Bessette asked for nominations from the floor for each of the positions. There being none,
Jim Larson moved to cease the nominations. Mark Hewitt seconded. Lisa Meyers motioned to accept
the officers as slated in the agenda. David Baggs seconded. There being no further discussion, the
motion carried unanimously. Barbara Bessette reminded members that this will be her last year serving
as president because officers can only serve two consecutive terms in the same position.
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4. Public Information Committee

Website Update Plan: Seth Garrett shared what he has done to update both the website and the
Facebook page. Mr. Garrett advised that there is an option to include ads on the Facebook page at a
cost. Lisa Meyers is gathering pictures of wrecks to be used for the website. Barbara Bessette asked
DUI Task Force members to bring relevant ideas for the website and Facebook page to next month’s
meeting for discussion. The committee plans to update the website and Facebook page at least
monthly.

Public Service Announcements: Comments were made that both members of the community and DUI
Task Force members are hearing the PSA’s on the radio. In addition to general announcements against
driving under the influence, the committee composed PSA’s specific to certain holidays and events. Ms.
Bessette will record a super bowl PSA this week.

Letters to the Editor: Task Force members discussed ways to submit letters to the editor on a monthly
basis, per the Cascade County DUI Task Force’s Annual Plan. Task Force members were in agreement
that Jerry Kelley can bring a pre-written letter to each meeting for the following month’s Letter to the
Editor submission. At the meeting a DUI Task Force member will volunteer to ascribe their name to the
letter and be responsible for confirming the letter’s authenticity when a representative from the Tribune
contacts them.

April DUI Meeting: The scheduled DUI Task Force meeting for April is the same time as the state DUI
Task Force meeting. Discussion was held regarding the possibility of changing the date of the Cascade
County DUI Task Force meeting. It was decided not to change the date since the vice president can run
the meeting, and there should be a quorum in attendance.

5. Financial/Budget Performance Report and Requests for Payment/Purchases

DUI Task Force Members reviewed the financial statements. Activity since the November 24 meeting is
as follows: $2,425 to Lamar for billboard advertising, $61 to the Tribune for advertising, $210 to STARadio
for December PSA’s, and $210 to STARadio for January PSA’s, leaving a balance of $51,296.27. Jerry Kelley
stated that he is awaiting the bill from Probation and Parole for overtime along with the bill from the
sheriff’s office for the camera system, which will total approximately $10,000.

Passive Alcohol Sensors for Paris Gibson Educational Center: Jerry Kelley presented an Agenda Action
Report wherein the Paris Gibson Educational Center is requesting funds to purchase a passive alcohol
sensor. The DUI Task Force previously approved funding to purchase sensors for Charles M. Russell High
School and Great Falls High School, and their use has proved to be very successful. After a short discussion,
Vince Kyle motioned to expend $460.31 for the purchase and shipping of one passive alcohol sensor.
Jeff Newton seconded. There being no further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

Spring Fling Hoop Thing: Jerry Kelley presented an Agenda Action Report wherein the Alliance for Youth
is requesting funding for their annual 3 on 3 basketball tournament. Sponsorship of the event will help
sustain a positive local environment to help reduce underage drinking and drug use. After discussing the
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request and ranges of sponsorship, Danielle Funseth motioned to expend $400 to sponsor the Spring
Fling Hoop Thing. Vince Kyle seconded. There being no further discussion, the motion carried
unanimously.

6. Report from the Task Force Coordinator

MAFB Wing Holiday Celebration: Jerry Kelley and Lisa Meyers attended the event and reported positively.
There were approximately 800 attendees. Jerry Kelley circulated a letter from Donna Whitmore thanking
the DUI Task Force for its donation.

Miracle Mile Rides: On New Year’s Eve the group transported a little more than 130 people with 53 actual
dispatches. Those that benefited from rides were very appreciative, and it was a great success. There
were 18 volunteers. Jerry Kelley purchased seven $25 gift certificates from Dante’s and seven from
Eddie’s Supper Club. In addition, each business donated two $25 gift certificates. Jerry Kelley gave the
gift certificates to the volunteers. Miracle Mile Towing is going to dedicate one wall for all of the
certificates awarded by the DUI Task Force. They are planning to provide free rides again next New Year’s
Eve. Jerry Kelley submitted a Letter to the Editor thanking Miracle Mile towing and the volunteers for this
service.

Scholarship Applications: Jerry Kelley will be sending out the application information to all of the high
schools. Once he starts receiving submissions he will scan and e-mail them to all DUI Task Force members.

Let’s Control It Class: Jerry Kelley attended a Let’s Control It Class. Mr. Kelley reported favorably and
thanked John Hayes for all he does in teaching the classes.

Home Safe Incentive Recommendation: A lengthy discussion was held at the November meeting
regarding providing incentives to the cab drivers for the Home Safe program, but no final decisions were
made. This subject will be put on February’s agenda.

6. DUI Statistics and MIP-A Statistics

There were 23 DUI arrests in December compared to 21 a year ago and 30 in December of 2014. City
Court reported 2 DUI convictions in November and 3 in December. Malmstrom did not have any DUI’s in
December. The most DUI convictions by age so far for the 2015-16 fiscal year falls in the 50+ age bracket.
Four MIP-A citations were given in December which is a noticeable decrease from 39 in October.

7. MAFB Save Stats

There were 31 saves in December with 23 of them being on New Year’s Eve. SrA Gregory stated that the
Malmstrom Air Force Base program allows airmen to go to any location to pick up or drop off individuals
as long as they are active duty military.

Stickers: SrA Gregory has not had any response to e-mails sent to the company they are purchasing the
oil change stickers from.
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8. Recognizing Sellers and 911 Callers with Kudo Cards
No Kudo cards were awarded this past month.

9. Round Robin of all Task Force Members

Ashley Wilkinson reported that the county attorney’s office won a DUI trial this date.

Trooper David Baggs has been giving DUI presentations to squadrons on the base. Trooper Baggs offered
to give the presentation to the DUI Task Force.

Jerry Kelley received an anonymous phone call concerning a particular establishment that is allowing its
people to leave the building drunk to drive home. The individual wondered what the DUI Task Force could
do about it. Jerry Kelley called John Hayes. John Hayes made arrangements to teach the servers of the
establishment the Let’s Control It Class.

Jerry Kelley announced that he received a letter from JT Lute advising of his resignation from the DUI Task
Force. Mr. Lute has been tasked to preside at Treatment Court, so Ted Szudera will replace him. Jerry
Kelley presented JT Lute with a plaque recognizing and thanking him for his 25 years of service on the
Cascade County DUI Task Force.

JT Lute commented that when he first started at Benefis the recidivism rate for his clients was 49%, and
now it is down to 17%. He thanked everyone and encouraged DUI Task Force members to stay with it.

John Hayes commented that Mark Hewitt was instrumental in getting nice vehicles to use for New Year’s
Eve rides. They started early in the afternoon and didn’t quit until 2:45 a.m. They gave about 400 people
rides, and they were very appreciative.

Seth Garrett commented that he was a driver for BlackedOut 406 Limo Service which gave free rides on
New Year’s Eve.

Jim Larson asked if the DUI Task Force officers received letters from the County regarding the board
training on February 9 from 5:30-8:30 pm at the Trades and Industries Building. It is free and teaches
people how to run a meeting. Those wishing to go must RSVP to Jim Larson or Jane Weber.

SrA Jon Gregory announced that their Airmen Against Drunk Driving program is encouraging their
volunteers to hang out at the Detour on high risk nights (holidays and Friday and Saturdays.) The facility
has ping pong tables, video games, etc. Volunteer drivers who are on call can hang out from 10 pm to 4
a.m. This makes it easier for the dispatcher to contact the driver and give the driver the necessary
information to pick up the individual needing a ride.

Mark Hewitt reported that Malmstrom’s Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Program is
in the planning stages of putting on a “ghost out” at the end of April for Alcohol Awareness month. It will
be a mock crash where all the phases will be enacted — the crash, extraction, arrest, legal implications,
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and funeral. They want to get members of the DUI Task Force, highway patrol, and the community
involved. Mr. Hewitt asked that anyone wishing to be involved to let him know.

Danielle Funseth leaves Sunday to go to Washington D.C. for a week for the Community Anti-Drug
Coalition National Convention. Ms. Funseth is excited about the track that covers drunk and drugged
driving. She will learn about traditional and non-traditional resources to reduce DUI’s in our community.
President Bessette will add Danielle Funseth to next month’s agenda to report on the convention.

SSgt Justin Kirkpatrick announced that they have had three DUI checkpoints set up on base since the
beginning of the year and so far there have been no DUI’s.

10. Public Comment
None

Motion to Adjourn
At 4:34 p.m. Jim Whitaker motioned to adjourn the meeting and Jim Larson seconded. There being no
further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

The next meeting will be February 23, 2016, at 3:30 p.m. at the Great Falls Pre-Release.

Citizen Member Expiration Dates: Corin Fisch —June 30, 2016
Mark Hewitt — June 30, 2017
Jim Whitaker —June 30, 2017

Minutes approved by: Date:
Barbara Bessette, President

Page 5 of 5 Minutes of DUI Task Force, January 26, 2016
Minutes by Brenda Demers



