
WEDNESDAY May 16, 2007 
2:00 P.M. WORKSESSION 

COMMISSION BOARD ROOM 
 
 
PRESENT: 
Chairman Lance Olson, Commissioners Joe Briggs, and Peggy Beltrone excused. 
Clayton M. Braden, Jess Anderson, Randy Hand, Brian Clifton, Milo Halverson, Dave Sutton, Rich Ecke,   
Theresa Diekhans, Rina Ft Moore, Jackie O’Fallon, and Marie Sickels. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
Chairman Olson revised the work session agenda to allow Randy Hand to introduce the 
purchase of the second floor of the Old Tribune Building.  Mr. Hand announced that 
negotiations are complete, now the County will own 70% of the building.  The purchase 
will cost $560,000 in which the County will collect $450,000 for lease fees, equaling 
$515,000 out of pocket costs. He also stated that the Buy Sell and Lease Agreement are 
being drafted at this time. 
 
COUNTY PLANNING ITEMS: 
John Nerud presented a petition to discontinue Nauck Street in Simms, which is located 
on the Simms High School property.  
Brian Clifton introduced the Skyler Ranch Minor Subdivision located on Wilson Butte 
Road and would create one 10-acre tract and one 115-acre tract. 
Mr. Clifton also introduced an Inter Local Agreement between Sun Prairie Water and 
Sewer District and the Manchester Exit Industrial Park which will house the County 
Shops. Chairman Olson asked if they were able to put a cap on the rate increases, Mr. 
Clifton stated they were unable to do that by law.  There was further discussion on this 
item.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
Rina Fontana Moore presented the Consolidation of Election Polling Places. 
She stated that they would hope to consolidate 17 polling places to one polling place, 
which would still allow voters to vote in their separate precincts.  With the current 
legislative law, allowing people to registrar and vote on Election Day the extra space is 
needed.  It would also allow the Elections to be removed from the 2 Middle Schools and 
with 30 less judges; it would save the County $7,000.00 per election.  In addition, Ms. 
Fontana Moore stated that other cost savings are involved and not included in this figure 
at this time.  Deb Mart Election Supervisor stated that savings also include the rental fees 
for trucks to deliver the supplies to the other polling places, less printing of ballots, 
information etc., of course less judges, which are extremely hard to find sometimes. She 
also stated that absentee voting has increased with less voters going to the polls. Ms. 
Fontana Moore stated that they would hold an open house in the Exhibition Hall at the 
Fairgrounds on May 22,23, 24.  



Chairman Olson was skeptical-he felt the amount of time in which this decision needs to 
be made was not enough time for public comment, and questioned leaving the polling 
places after getting making handicap accessible.  He also stated that he hated to see us 
limiting anyone from voting, although he might be persuaded into believing the move is a 
good one.  In addition, he commended Ms. Fontana Moore and Ms. Mart for all their hard 
work and effort.  He stated that he realizes that they were put into the position due to 
legislative action concerning late registration.  
Commissioner Briggs was sympathetic by stating it is a good idea.  He also stated that   
change is hard for everyone.  He did have some concerns about the computer internet 
access for the workstations in the Exhibition Hall, he was informed that the Elections 
Department was working with the Computer Department to make sure it would be 
successful.  
Theresa Diekhans Deputy Cascade County Attorney encouraged Chairman Olson to 
contact Butte- Silver Bow County to confirm the success they have with one polling 
place at their Civic Center.  It was also mentioned that Yellowstone County is 
considering doing the same thing. There was further discussion concerning the rise in 
absentee voters, and the ability to service everyone in one polling place.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 

Get Fit Great Falls National Trails Day will be June 2nd Commissioner Beltrone 
                     

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 Budget Resolution Modification w/Personnel Services 
 Budget Resolution Modification w/Bldg Maintenance 
 Budget Resolution Modification w/Treasurer Department 
 Canceling of outstanding warrants that are one year old or older- 

Randy/Carol 
 MPEA Contract – Tony Morrison 
 BOCC Grant for County Attorney office 
 Breast and Cervical Health Program.  Amendment # 07-07-3-01-002-0 
 HIV Mgmt & Support Services Amendment # 06-07-4-21-102-0 
 SMG Cash on Hand, for Concessions be treated as petty cash fund & remain 

secured on site. 
 HIV Case Mgmt/Support Services Amendment #06-07-4-51-102-0 
 Contract w/GF Public Library and City-County Health for meeting space 
 Contract # 04-22A-A008, 2007 Budget Modification for Aging Services 

was added during the work session meeting  
    

 
Theresa Diekhans requested that Consent Agenda item concerning the Board of 
Crime Control Grant for the County Attorneys Office is a separate item on the 
Agenda for the upcoming Commission meeting on Tuesday.  Ms. Diekhans stated 
that the grant amount is $65,000 per year and is to be a guaranteed renewal.  This 
grant allows one of the attorneys to be cross-trained to work jointly with the U.S. 
Attorney on federal prosecutions. 
   



 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 Sand Coulee Rural Fire Service Area: 

   Larry Butler – Expire on 5-31-2009 
   Donna Hill – Expire on 05-31-2010 
 Stockett Rural Fire Service Area: 
   Andra Anderson – Expire on 05-31-2009 
   David Marko – Expire on 05-31-2010 
 Ulm Rural Fire Service Area: 
   Dale Gilbert – Expire on 05-31-2010 
 Dearborn Rural Fire Service Area: 
   Robert S Johnson –Expire on 05-31-2010 
   Judy Paton – Expire 05-31-2010 

 
  
ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting adjourned at 2:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
   
 
         
 
 
 
   
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

    



 
  

 
 

          
  
 
 

 
 
 
 


