
 

 

SPECIAL 
CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

March 28, 2012 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Notice: These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the Board 
of Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611 (2) (b). These minutes are in draft form 
until officially approved at the April 10, 2012 meeting. 
 
PRESENT:  
Commission:  Madam Chair Jane Weber, Commissioner Bill Salina, and 
Commissioner Joe Briggs.   
Staff seated with the Commission: Brian Hopkins, Brian Clifton, Susan 
Conell, Bonnie Fogerty, and Marie Sickels. 
Public: Rick Solander, Rick Higgins, Dan Huestis, Mike Waite, David J. 
Wiseman, Anita McNamara, Karl Puckett, Charlie Grogan, Michael Hrapla, 
Celeste Werner, and Kim Thiel-Schaaf.  
CALL TO ORDER: Madam Chair Weber called the special meeting to order. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge was recited. 
 
AGENDA: 
SPECIAL MEETING ITEM #1   
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE Resolution 12-23  
TO ACCEPT THE MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE JOINT LAND 
USE STUDY (JLUS)-FINAL DOCUMENT (A copy of this can be obtained 
from the Planning Department) 
 
Susan Conell, Planning Director presented this resolution by reading the 
background found in the Agenda Action Report dated March 28, 2012.  
 
Commissioner Briggs commented on the fact that the Commission is only 
approving and accepting this as a finished project. He reiterated that this is a 
study tool which was funded by the Office of Economic Adjustments. It was 
approved by representatives of the public and private sector, and no governing 
body had a majority of members on this commission- therefore this is not a 
legal document. He stated the act of the Commission is to accept, and approve 
what has been completed, as it compares to the scope of work that they 
contracted Matrix for. He announced that now it is up to the individual 
jurisdictions to decide what portions they chose, and to move forward.  
 
Madam Chair Weber began by thanking Commissioner Briggs for his 
comments on this study. She also stated that she has had this final study 
referred to as a “playbook” which will provide ideas, choices and guidelines 
that can be implemented or not.  She also mentioned that she would like to see 



 

 

this carry into the future and encouraged the public to remain involved and to 
work with the City jurisdiction on the upcoming City policy decisions.  
 She also thanked Planning Staff, Public Works Director, Matrix, and the 
Congressional Staff for all their work and mentioned that she was glad they 
were involved in the process.    
 
Madam Chair Weber opened the special meeting to public comment in which  
Dan Huestis of 2901 4th Avenue North, Great Falls, MT 59401 thanked 
Commissioners Jane Weber and Bill Salina for a courteous reception, as he has 
shared his concerns as landowner. He stated that there were two committees 
(policy committee and technical committee) that he requested to be on and was 
denied, and  out of 27 positions there was only 1 landowner position. He 
announced that this study calls for a Military Airport Overlay District that 
would circle around MAFB for 254 square miles and include 162,000 acres 
and this would affect property owners that would be in a Military Air Force 
Overlay Base. He hoped that the communication would be better in the future 
and he is willing to offer what he can although this study does not 
accommodate any concerns of the landowners. He added that there was no one 
in attendance or here to comment because, nobody knew about this special 
meeting due to the fact it was not accurately described or advertised in the 
paper.  
David Weissman of the Central Montana Defense Alliance reiterated that this 
is just a guideline to look at, as they are moving forward. He mentioned that it 
is and amazing trying time with the (BRAC) Base Realignment and Closure on 
Malmstrom Air Force Base that should occur in 2015 or 2017. He stated that 
MAFB attributes to 42% our economy, and if we survive (BRAC) others might 
relocate which would be a positive growth opportunity. He again announced 
that this is a guideline not a policy that will help us to make smart decisions. 
 
Commissioner Briggs stated that after consideration of this report and the 
recommendations by the Policy Committee, he made a MOTION to approve 
Resolution 12-23 the acceptance of the final Malmstrom Air Force (JLUS) 
document as a planning tool to help guide local land use and development 
policies that may protect the mission of Malmstrom and promote compatible 
land use around the base.  
Motion passes unanimously  
 
Brian Hopkins stated that the County did not violate the public notice law,   
since 48 hours notice was given and sent to the media as well. Bonnie Fogerty 
affirmed that appropriate notice was given.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS OF BOARD AND 
ALLOWANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS THE 
COMMISSION HAS JURISDICTION, ON ITEMS NOT COVERED BY 
TODAY’S AGENDA. None 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 



 

 

 


