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CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 
October 23, 2012 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS 
COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 

9:30 a.m. 
 
Notice: These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the Board of 
Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611 (2) (b). These minutes were officially approved at the 
November 13, 2012 commission meeting. 
 
PRESENT:  
Commission- Madam Chair Jane Weber, Commissioner Bill Salina, and Commissioner Joe 
Briggs. Staff seated with Commission –Carey Ann Shannon, Susan Conell, Anita McNamara, 
Bonnie Fogerty, and Marie Sickels. Public Seating: Dave Whalen, Lois Engbrecht, Lora 
Huestis, Rudolf Tankink, Steve Erwin, Tom Yashenko, Sean Higginbotham, Chris Huestis, Dana 
Huestis, Ronda Wiggers, David F Brown, Rick Higgins, Ray Hitchcock Naomi Frame, Karl 
Puckett, and media.   
CALL TO ORDER: Madam Chair Weber called the meeting to order. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
READING OF THE WEEKLY CALENDAR:  Bonnie Fogerty read the calendar.  
APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE WARRANTS: 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve purchase orders and accounts payable 
checks #222727 through #223135 totaling $678848 were made totaling $775,382.48 for a payroll 
total of $889,804.92 for the month of September.   The Board of County Commissioners also 
approved purchase orders and accounts payable checks #223136 through #223302 totaling 
$319,366.30 dated 10/102012 through 10/12/2012. 
Motion carries unanimously 3-0 
CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the consent agenda, 
minute entries, resolutions and routine contracts as follows. 
Resolution 12-69: Budget appropriation within Aging Services for the Fleet Maintenance Fund, 
fiscal year 2012-2013 for $60,000. 
Contract 12-145: Modification of US Forest Service grant /agreement Number 12-LE-
111015600-008. Extends period to December 31, 2012 and changes administrative contact refers 
to Contract 12-14, Cooperative Law Enforcement Agreement recorded as R0249136. 
Contract 12-146: Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Great Falls to insert two 
individual inner ducts in the conduit, with connectivity between the Civic Center Telecom room 
and the Great Falls Police Department server room at no expense to the City.  The County is only 
using one of the inner ducts and the unused inner duct is for use by the City. The use of the City 
Conduit and related infrastructure will be provided at no cost to the County. 
Contract 12-147: Contract with Enterprise Electric to install two one and one fourth (1 ¼) inch 
inner ducts from the Civic Center to the Police Department for $4,515. 
CITY/COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 
Resolution 12-70: Budget appropriation within the Health Department for the Fleet Maintenance 
Fund for fiscal year 2012/2013 for $60,000. 
Motion carries unanimously 3-0 
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AGENDA ITEM  #1   
PUBLIC HEARING WITH A MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE  
RESOLUTION 12-66 TAX ABATEMENT FOR LAWYERS, GUNS, AND MONEY, LLC  
Public Hearing 
Madam Chair Weber recessed the regular Commission meeting and opened the public hearing at 
9:38 a.m. She announced that due to the amount of public hearings on the agenda the public 
speaking time would be limited to seven (7) minutes. 
Reading of the Public Notice 
The reading of the public notice was waived without objections and made part of the record (see 
exhibit “A”). 
Staff Presentation 
Carey Ann Shannon read the synopsis found in the Action Agenda Report dated October 23, 
2012. She stated that this property located at 114 3rd Street South would be located within the 
national register historic district, which will have additional requirements for the applicants. 
Also, this property qualifies for the tax benefit. 
Call for Applicant 
Madam Chair Weber called for the applicant three times, in which no one came forward.  
Written Testimony 
Madam Chair Weber called for written testimony in which there was none.  
Call for Opponents 
Madam Chair Weber called for opponents three times in which there was none. 
Call for Proponents  
Madam Chair Weber called for proponents three times in which there was none. 
Informational Witnesses 
Madam Chair Weber called for informational witnesses three times in which no one came 
forward. 
Comments Commissioner Salina questioned if the County held any responsibility for them not 
being compliant with the requirements of an historic property. Carey Ann Shannon stated that 
the applicants would be required to repay the tax abatement if they were not compliant.  
Close of the Public Hearing 
Madam Chair Weber closed the Public Hearing at 9:43 a.m. 
Reconvene the Regular Commission Meeting 
The regular commission meeting was reconvened at 9:43 a.m. 
Call for a Motion  
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to sign Resolution 12-66 approving the application of 
Lawyers, Guns and Money, LLC for tax abatement. Motion carries unanimously 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 12-67 GRANTING A TAX 
BENEFIT FOR MONTANA EGGS LLC 
Public Hearing 
Madam Chair Weber recessed the regular Commission meeting and opened the public hearing at 
9:45 a.m. 
Reading of the Public Notice 
The reading of the public notice was waived without objections and made part of the record (see 
exhibit “A”). 
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Staff Presentation 
Carey Ann Shannon read the synopsis found in the Action Agenda Report dated October 23, 
2012. Also, stated that this property meets the statutory criteria and qualifies for the tax 
abatement.  
Call for Applicant 
Madam Chair Weber called for the applicant three times, in which there was none.  
Call for Proponents 
Madam Chair Weber called for opponents three times in which there was none. 
Call for Opponents  
Madam Chair Weber called for proponents three times in which there was none. 
Informational Witnesses 
Madam Chair Weber called for informational witnesses three times in which there was none. 
Close of the Public Hearing 
Madam Chair Weber closed the Public Hearing at 9:48 a.m. 
Reconvene the Regular Commission Meeting 
The regular commission meeting was reconvened at 9:48 a.m. 
Commissioner and Staff Comments 
Madam Chair Weber called for Commissioner or staff comments in which there was none.  
Call for a Motion  
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to sign Resolution 12-67 approving the application of 
Montana Eggs, LLC for tax abatement. Motion carries unanimously 3-0  
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 12-71 AMENDING ALL 
SECTIONS OF THE CASCADE COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS AND UPDATE 
THE ZONING MAP 
Public Hearing 
Madam Chair Weber recessed the regular Commission meeting an opened the public hearing at 
9:49 a.m. She reminded the public to limit speaking time to seven (7) minutes and requested that 
they be civil in light of this subject.  
Reading of the Public Notice 
The reading of the public notice was waived without objections and made part of the record (see 
exhibit “B”). 
Staff Presentation 
Anita McNamara read the synopsis found in the Action Agenda Report dated October 23, 2012.  
Commissioners and Staff Comments 
Commissioner Briggs announced that he had questions concerning pages 152,153 Sections 16.1 
and 16.2 of the Cascade County Zoning Regulations (see exhibit “D”) concerning MAFB’s 
involvement in having the authority to approve a variance from the height restrictions. He stated 
he did not see how this is legal when the authority should come solely from the County. He also 
mentioned that the revisions have not been made on page 121 99.5 C, (see exhibit “E”).  
Anita McNamara agreed that Cascade County should be the governing entity who regulates and 
enforces these zoning regulations. 
 
Commissioner Briggs affirmed that they were not off base with the addition of review time and 
felt the 30-day period for approval/denial of a variance could be met. However, he felt that 
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MAFB should be given 15working days instead of the 10-day working days period mentioned on 
pages 121, 152, and 153.  
 
There was further discussion on the times limits that should be given.  
 
Madam Chair Weber requested that Anita McNamara elaborate on the work force housing for oil 
and gas use. Anita McNamara stated that the requirement for work force housing will be a 
special use permit and looked at on a case-by-case basis taking into consideration of the health 
concerns, road and water services. A decision on a special use permit would require a public 
hearing and the adjacent property owners would be notified, and the public would be made 
aware.  
 
Madam Chair Weber also questioned page 50, where maximum limits on the size or the travel 
trailers is specified.  She stated that travel trailers are growing larger and she felt that they should 
eliminate the maximum size. There was further discussion amongst the Commission concerning 
the definition of a traveling trailer. Anita McNamara stated that the standard definitions were 
included in the document, but that she would look into the “travel trailer” description. In 
addition, Madam Chair Weber requested that the minutes reflect she met earlier with Anita 
McNamara to review typographical and reference errors, as well as formatting ideas in the 
Cascade County Zoning Regulations and because they were not substantive, Madam Chair 
Weber did not feel they needed to be reviewed in detail at this meeting.  
Call for Proponents 
Madam Chair Weber called for proponents: 
Ronda Wiggers representing the Great Falls Chamber of Commerce approached the 
Commission. She began by stating that the Chamber of Commerce was originally opposed to the 
height variance but the entire Planning Departments did a fabulous job on the rewrites and she 
commended the staff.  She continued by saying that the Chamber of Commerce would not weigh 
in on the oil/gas issue since they have no expertise in this area.  Ronda Wiggers suggested if the 
County receives no response for MAFB after 10 of 15 days it should be implied that, there is no 
conflict with the height variance request. She expressed concern about the intent of this 
document being remembered into the future, especially when new Commissioners take are in 
place. Ronda Wiggers stated she would prefer adding some language into Section 16 of the 
zoning regulations to further clarity the intent of the Military Overlay District. She also stated 
that at the end of page 121, C.9.5. Variance states 15 working days must have MAFB review in 
30 days, she wondered which one trumps in this section and stated that this might cause some 
confusion.  
Ronda Wiggers also stated she was confused about a statement in Section 10.25 page 125 
regarding Public Notification that MAFB review would be required. She was informed that that 
she had an earlier version of the document and that the statement had been stricken.  
In closing, she stated that they promote communication for all parties. See letter attached that 
was placed into the record by Ronda Wiggers for clarification of statements made at this 
meeting. (exhibit “B1”). 
 
Madam Chair Weber called for proponents three times in which no one came forward.  
Call for Opponents  
Madam Chair Weber called for opponents: 
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Dan Huestis of 2901 4th Avenue North Great Falls (also represents the Kyso Corporation) 
approached the Commission and read his statement (see exhibit “C”). In closing, he asked the 
Commission why they could obstruct his property for 6 years and then only allowed him (7) 
seven minutes to talk about it?  He did state that he did not want the Commission to answer his 
question.   
Rudolf Tankink 3620 9th Ave. W approached the Commission stating that he had met with Dan 
Huestis and he can see big problems with this for potential housing and commercial 
development. 
He also mentioned that in speaking with Dan Huestis he found out that there will be no more 
airplanes using the runway, and he wondered why JLUS even existed. He ended with stating that 
this would only hurt the County and City if it is ever implemented.  
 
Commissioner Briggs invited Rudolf Tankink to visit with him at another time and reminded him 
that there were two sides to everything and he would like the opportunity to share the other side. 
 
Rick Higgins of 322 Ulm Road approached the Commission stating he owns land nearby,  that 
could be affected by the Military Overlay District.  He mentioned that when he attended a 
Planning Board meeting Tim Wilkinson made a comment that no one is going to enforce these 
height restrictions. Since homes have already been built that, do not meet these codes Tim 
Wilkinson wondered if they were going to make him tear them down. In closing, Rick Higgins 
said it should not be the responsibility of MAFB to make a decision or the County we should not 
have to wait for them to make a decision.  
 
Commissioner Briggs stated that this was not a correct comment and that he heard that MAFB 
does not want to commit to making this decision.  He also stated that with the subdivision 
process you cannot go back to enforce code but have to move from this moment forward. 
Therefore, existing homes would not be torn down or modified. Commissioner Briggs also stated 
that the Planning Board was reluctant to put in this variance requirement. And in speaking with 
the civil attorneys, They said it was illegal to not add the variance, which would be taking away 
individual rights from landowners.  
 
David Brown of Giant Source Springs approached the Commission stating that in 2009 when 
he was zoned I-2 Industrial here were no height restrictions and now he feels this is a loss of 
property rights. David Brown also added that these restrictions made would scare away big 
industry because they will not want to mess with it (i.e. comply with requirements). In closing, 
he questioned why the Commission was opposing development.   
 
Susan Conell stated that in the height variance process, you would likely be allowed to construct 
the structure but just might not get to build it where you want it.   
 
Madam Chair Weber called for opponents three times in which no others came forward.  
Informational Witnesses 
Madam Chair Weber called for informational witnesses: 
Ronda Wiggers representing the Great Falls Chamber of Commerce presented the 
Commission with some new language for Section 16. Page 152 as follows, “A height variance 
would only be denied due to a conflict or concern by the US Military that cannot be mitigated.  
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She also suggested that the word “only” be added as the second word in the first sentence in 
Section 16 Page 152 (see exhibit “D”).   
 
Commissioner Salina stated if it does not intervene with anything else. 
 
Carey Ann Shannon stated “What” cannot be mitigated by the Military and County and she also 
liked the word:”May” we have the discretion. May sends it back to the County.  
 
Susan Conell questioned the term “clouding the title” due to the regulations in place. She does 
not see zoning as a problem but just one extra step for them to get the variance, and one more 
investigation before approval. 
 
There was further discussion on if “may” or” only” should be used. 
 
Commissioner Briggs stated he was for industry and growth and that these zoning regulations 
will not impacted the AgriTech Park. He understands Mr. Brown’s concerns about the 
retroactive changes to the I-2 zoning and wonders if they can grandfather something in.  
 
Anita McNamara mentioned that they could adopt the previous regulations from that point on 
and then allow different heights in the I-2 zone on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Commissioner Briggs stated that there was no need to rush into judgment. In addition, that they 
could do a case-by-case topography.  
 
 Madam Chair Weber called for informational witnesses three times in which there were no 
further comments. 
 
The Commission discussed the need to research the concerns more and meet later to take action 
on these Zoning Regulations.  
 
Close of the Public Hearing 
Madam Chair Weber closed the Public Hearing at 11:01 a.m. 
Reconvene the Regular Commission Meeting 
The regular commission meeting was reconvened at 11:01 a.m. 
Call for a Motion  
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to TABLE Resolution 12-71 and direct staff to 
investigate the issue of alterative of I-2 properties. Motion carries unanimously 3-0 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS OF THE BOARD AND ALLOWANCE OF 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS THE COMMISSION HAS JUSRIDICTION ON 
ITEMS NOT COVERED BY TODAYS AGENDA: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: This meeting was adjourned at 11:02 a.m.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: The next meeting will be a Commission meeting held in the 
Commission Chambers at 9:30 a.m. on November 13, 2012. 


