
 
CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

FEBRUARY 23, 2010 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 
9:30 a.m. 

 
Notice: These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the Board 
of Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611 (2) (b) 
 
PRESENT:  
Commission- Chairman Joe Briggs, Commissioner Bill Salina, and 
Commissioner Peggy Beltrone excused.  Staff seated with Commission – 
Brian Hopkins, Susan Conell, Joe LaForest, Bonnie Fogerty and Marie Sickels.  
Public: 
Many members of the public, media and other departments did not sign in.  
The list below reflects the entries on the sign in sheet (see attached sheet of 
sign ins). C.B. Corneliusen, Jesse Callendar, Bob Vinton, Audrey Finlayson, 
David Williams, Kendall Cox, Michael O’Brien, Milo Halvorson, and Jenny 
Grasseschi, Karl Puckett, and media. 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Briggs called the meeting to order. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
READING OF THE WEEKLY CALENDAR:  Bonnie Fogerty read the 
calendar, with some additions and corrections.  
APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
WARRANTS: Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve purchase 
orders and accounts payable warrants # 188212 through #188400 totaling 
$414,402.15 dated 01/29/2010 through 02/05/2010. Payroll checks #59325 
through #59527 were issued totaling $116,692.39 and direct deposits were 
made totaling $744,416.82 for the month of January. Also purchase orders and 
accounts payable warrants #188401 through #188670 totaling $755,531.65 
dated 02/10/2010 through 02/12/2010. 
Motion carries 2-0 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve the consent agenda and 
minute and minute entries, and routine contracts as follows; 

• Resolution 10-22 DUI Task Force has received funding for State and 
Community Highway Safety from the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration for fiscal year 09/10. This includes the acceptance of 
Contract 10-22 DUI Task Force Supplement Contract 2010-02-20-02 
Agreement between Montana Department of Transportation and 
Cascade County. Amount receivable not to exceed $8,500. 

•  Policy #006-102A revised from Policy #006-102 Budget Override 
Authority Authorization 

• Policy #10-001 Petty Cash Fund Policy 



• Contract 10-24 Cascade County Montana Movie Tour Book Agreement 
with CGI Communications, Inc. with no cost to the County. 

City/County Health Department 
 Contract 10-27 Amendment #1 to DPHHS Contract 10-

07-4-11-042-0 Tuberculosis Program effective dates 
01/01/2010 -12/31/2010 in the amount of $5,000 

 Contract 10-28 Physician services contract for Raymond 
Geyer and the City/County Health Department for 
medical services provided the communicable disease 
program. $100 per hour payable mother per county 
claim on receipt of monthly invoice. Motion carries 2-0 

 
AGENDA ITEM #1    
MOTION TO APPROVE/ DISAPPROVE CONTRACTS 10-23, 10-25,10-
26 COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
(CTEP) FUNDS    
 
Joe LaForest presented these CTEP projects and gave the background found in 
the February 23, 2010 Agenda Packet. The three projects include; 

1. Neihart School/Senior Center for the installation of energy efficient 
windows. Contract 10-23 

2. Black Eagle Community Center for a lawn sprinkler system. Contract 
10-25. 

3. Montana Museum of Railroad History for a HVAC system blown-in 
insulation and steel door upgrade.  Contract 10-26. 

Mr. LaForest mentioned that this project is contingent on three conditions 
recommended by the Planning Board and the County Commission below are 
the three conditions. 

a) Detailed plans for needed improvements that is certified 
by a licensed engineer. 

b) Provide a schedule of museum hours compatible to other 
museums. 

c) Free admittance to the museum during fair time.  
Chairman Briggs questioned that with the conditions required if there would be 
an amount of time that these need to be met before funds would not be 
available. Mr. LaForest mentioned that he spoke with the MDOT and the 
conditions would need to be met within two years. 
 
Chairman Briggs invited Dave Williams to approach the Commission to speak 
on behalf of the Neihart School/Senior Center (item #1). Mr. Williams stated 
that the windows were over 70 years old and not efficient he also added that 
new windows would add to the aesthetics of the building. In closing he 
mentioned that this building acts as a community center and is in operation 
nearly 18 days a month, and they appreciate all that the Commission has done 
for them. Chairman Briggs asked if they were replacing the boarded up 
windows in the building. Mr. Williams stated that they were located in the back 



of the building and not being replaced. Commissioner Salina questioned if this 
building was a good sound structure. Mr. Williams stated it yes it was. 
Chairman Briggs questioned if they had the matching funds to complete the 
project. Mr. Williams stated that they have some savings due to fundraising 
and also the Town of Neihart will help. 
 
Chairman Briggs invited Jenny Grasseschi to speak on behalf of the Black 
Eagle Community Center (item #2) stating that they are a nonprofit 
organization and are in need of a sprinkler system. She said it would conserve 
water and help the new landscaping that was just put in. Chairman Briggs 
questioned if they had the matching funds available. Ms. Grasseschi stated that 
they do and are having an auction coming up too.  
 
Chairman Briggs invited Bob Vinton to speak on behalf of Montana Museum 
of Railroad History (item #3) he introduced Michael O’Brien whom was 
presenting with him. Mr. Vinton stated that they received the conditions and 
have a full budget for an architect, will be getting help on the foundation 
insulation, have been open as much as they can providing the heating and 
cooling situation and have always been a free fair exhibit and will continue to 
do so. He also stated that they are ready to proceed as soon as possible. 
Commissioner Salina asked if they had enough time to have a consultant 
certify the plan. Mr. Williams stated that they did and that the time line is 
workable.  
 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve Contract 10-23 for 
Community Transportation Enhancement Program (CTEP) for Neihart 
School/Senior Center, Black Eagle Community Center and conditionally 
approve the Montana Museum of Railroad History. 
 
Chief Deputy Civil Attorney Brian Hopkins suggested an amended motion to 
include Commission approval to the conception plans for improvements of the 
Montana Museum of Railroad History building as stated on page 2 of the 
Action Agenda report. 
 
Commissioner Salina AMENDED HIS MOTION to include Commission 
approval to the conception plans for improvements of the Montana 
Museum of Railroad History building as stated on page 2 of the Action 
Agenda report. 
Motion carries 2-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2   
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 10-23 BUDGET 
MODIFICATION WITHIN THE SHERIFFS OFFICE FOR THE RE-
CERTIFICATION OF TWO DEPUTIES AS CORONERS 
 



Undersheriff Blue Corneliusen presented Resolution 10-23 budget 
modification which would allow them to recertify two Deputies as Coroners. 
Chairman Briggs question how many coroners are there now and Undersheriff 
Corneliusen stated ten. 
 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve Resolution 10-23: Budget 
Modification within the Sheriff’s office for re-certification of two Deputies as 
Coroners. 
Motion carries 2-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3  
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 10-24 BUDGET 
MODIFICATION WITHIN THE SHERIFFS OFFICE TO COVER THE 
COSTS INCURRED IN THE ANIMAL CONTROL BUDGET FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2009/2010 
 
Undersheriff Blue Corneliusen presented Resolution 10-24 budget 
modification which would allow them move funds saved from a Deputy 
retiring to use to covers costs for animal control. 
 
Chairman Briggs asked how the animal control is being enforced at this time 
and Undersheriff Corneliusen stated they have just been treating dog bites and 
viscous animals nothing proactive at this time. 
 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve Resolution 10-24: Budget 
Modification within the Sheriff’s office to cover the costs incurred in the 
Animal Control budget for fiscal year 2009/2010.  
Motion carries 2-0 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 10-25 BUDGET 
MODIFICATION WITHIN THE PUBLIC SAFETY ADULT 
DETENTION BUDGET FOR DAILY OPERATIONS 
 
Undersheriff Blue Corneliusen presented Resolution 10-24 budget 
modification within the Public Safety Adult Detention budget for daily 
operations. He stated that there was a savings in the food budget due to  less 
inmates so this will be needed for daily operations.  
 
No comments made by the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve Resolution 10-25 budget 
modification within the public safety adult detention budget for daily 
operations.   
Motion carries 2-0 



AGENDA ITEM #5 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 10-26 
 BUDGET MODIFICATION WITHIN THE PUBLIC LAW 
ENFORCEMENT BUDGET FOR DAILY OPERATIONS  
 
Undersheriff Blue Corneliusen presented Resolution 10-26 budget 
modification within the Patrol Law Enforcement budget for daily operations.  
He noted that they had savings from IT funds and need the extra to order 
firearm ammo, become compliant with the County cell phone policy and pay 
for a interpreter need for a juvenile transfer.  
 
No comments made by the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve Resolution 10-26 budget 
modification within the Patrol Law Enforcement budget for daily operations.   
Motion carries 2-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS OF BOARD AND 
ALLOWANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS THE 
COMMISSION HAS JURISDICTION, ON ITEMS NOT COVERED BY 
TODAY’S AGENDA.  
There was no public comment.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 a.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
All meetings are held in the Commission Chambers at the Courthouse Annex. 
The next meeting will be a work session meeting that will be held on 
Wednesday March 3, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.  


