
 
CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING  

June 23, 2009 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 
9:30 a.m. 

 
Notice: These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the 

Board of Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611 (2) (b) 
 
PRESENT:  
Commission- Chairman Joe Briggs, Commissioners Peggy Beltrone, and Bill 
Salina.  Staff seated with Commission – Brian Hopkins, Susan Conell, Brian 
Clifton, Rina Ft. Moore, and Marie Sickels.  
 
Many members of the public, media and other departments did not sign in.  
The list below reflects the entries on the sign in sheet (see attached sheet of 
those that signed in, Exhibit 1). Alan T. Frohberg, Ronald L. Gessaman, Roy & 
Diane Volk, Steve Erwin, Clayton M. Braden, Ray Hitchcock, Linda Martin, 
Bob Wojciechowski, Tim Wilkinson, Deedee Malsam, and media. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Briggs called the meeting to order. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
READING OF THE WEEKLY CALENDAR:  Lisa McGilvra read the 
calendar, with some additions and corrections.  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve the consent agenda and 
minute and minute entries, and routine contracts as follows; 

 Resolution 09-58 Budget Modification w/in the Sheriff’s 
Office to maximize the 2008-2009 budget in the amount 
of $22,143  

  Resolution 09-59 Budget Modification w/in 
Superintendent of Buildings to cover termination pay for 
a long time employee in the amount of $4,266 

   Resolution 09-60 Budget Appropriation w/in the road 
department for final road cleanup in the amount of 
$628,500  

   Resolution 09-61 Establishing Cascade County 
Constable Processing Fees  

  Resolution 09-62 Budget Modification w/in the Clerk and         
Recorder’s office for remodeling of the vaults in the 
amount of $15,000 

 Grant agreement for the Juvenile Detention Center for a 
new dishwasher in the amount of $5,000 



 Renewal of  records management services with Diane 
Green for one year in the amount of $10,000 

 Board Appointments: 
 Reappointment of Darryl Nielsen to a three year 

term to the Vaughn Fire Service Area board. 
 Appointment of two members to the Cascade 

County Compensation Board, Brian Hoven, 
William Zucconi, and Nancy Zadick. 

  Appointment of two members to the Montana 
Expo Park Advisory Board, reappointments of 
Tom Robatille, and Mike O’Neil,   

 Appointment of Joe Briggs and Steve Malicott to 
the Sweetgrass Board of Directors.  

 Appointment of Brett Doney to the Sweetgrass 
Strategy Committee  

 
City-County Health Department 

 
   DPHHS Task Order#10-07-5-01-007 Maternal and Child 

Health Contract 
   Cooperative agreement with DPHHS and the Board of 

Health to establish a payment schedule for disbursing of 
funds to BOH to encourage timely and regular completion 
of inspections and payments to support the inspections 

   Business Associate contract with Entech Computers to 
adhere to the Health and Human Services Privacy Rule  

   Renewal of employment contract with Julie Wood, M.D. 
for one year in the amount of $153,097.62 which includes 
a 3.8% raise from last year                 
                

Rina Ft Moore, Clerk and Recorder had mention that they could 
pull Resolution 09-62 Budget Modification within the Clerk and 
Recorders office for the remodeling of the vaults in the amount of 
$15,000. Chairman Briggs suggesting leaving it in the record for 
the next budget year.  
 
Ronald L Guessaman, noted an error in the minutes of 
Commission meeting June 9, 2009 in which he requested the 
number of candidates needed to file to hold a primary election by 
July 2, 2009 as corrected.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
 
 

 



APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
WARRANTS: Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve 
purchase orders and accounts payable warrants # 179678 through #179816 
totaling $1,117,388.71 dated 05/29/09 through 06/04/09. Purchase orders and 
accounts payable warrants #179817 through #180126 totaling $559,973.90 
dated 06/05/09 through 06/10/09. 
Motion carries 3-0  

 
 

AGENDA ITEM #1    
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 09-63 FOR 
THE FINAL REZSONING OF 115.41 ACRES FROM LIGHT 
INDUSTRIAL AND OPEN SPACE TO HEAVY INDUSTRIAL 
 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve Resolution 09-63 for the 
final rezoning of 115.11 acres from Light Industrial and Open Space to Heavy 
Industrial. 
 
Susan Conell gave the synopsis of this rezone. 
Chairman Briggs opened the meeting up for public comment in which no one 
commented. 
Commissioner Beltrone abstained from any comments or votes. 
Motion carries 2-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 
PUBLIC HEARING WITH A MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE 
THE 310 PERMIT FOR THE 3 RIVERS TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
 
Chairman Briggs called the Public Hearing to order at 9:36 a.m. 
The reading of the public notice was waived with no objections. 
Public notice is not required on 310 permits.  
 
Susan Conell gave the background of this 310 permit to re-route their existing 
facilities that are currently attached to the bridge that is scheduled to be 
replaced by the Montana Department of Transportation. (See Action agenda 
report dated June 23, 2009 for detailed information). She also stated that this 
has been inspected by the Planning Department and one Commissioner.  
 
Chairman Briggs opened the public hearing to include; 
Written Testimony: Ms. Conell stated no written testimony was received.  
Proponents:  Chairman Briggs called three times in which no one commented. 
Opponents:  Chairman Briggs called three times in which no one commented. 
Informational Witnesses:  No one came forward. 
Chairman Briggs closed the public hearing at 9:45 a.m.  
 



Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve the 310 permit for the 3 
Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc.  
Motion carries 3-0  

 
AGENDA ITEM#3 
PUBLIC HEARING WITH A MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE 
THE PRELIMINARY PLAT OF THE MISSOURI RIVER BIG BEND II 
MAJOR SUBDIVISION FOR SUNLIGHT PARTNERS, LLC 
 
Chairman Briggs called the Public Hearing to order at 9:46 a.m. 
The reading of the public notice was waived with no objections. 
Copy of public notice is attached as exhibit 2. 
Brian Clifton read the background and all 24 conditions found in Action 
Agenda Report date June 23, 2009. Mr. Clifton stated that the Planning Board 
approved this subdivision voting 3-1 one abstention for conflict of interest  
and without condition #25 and gave them a road width variance was granted in 
condition #23.   
 
Chairman Briggs mentioned that he could not find all the conditions mentioned 
in the Planning Board Agenda Action Report, and questioned if there would be 
problems with not having all the conditions listed. Mr. Hopkins felt since it 
was read into the record everything was presented sufficiently.  
Chairman Briggs opened the public hearing to include; 
Developers: Roy Volk of Sunlight Partners stated he bought his 600 acres 6 ½ 
years ago creating 48 river lots and had sold all but 3. He stated he had a few 
concerns he wanted to share and handed the Commission a copy of Cascade 
County Subdivision Regulation VI-Q 1.4a (see exhibit 3 attached). 
He stated he felt he had met the criteria for emergency travel, and stated it 
would be very costly for him to build an emergency exit road. He also 
mentioned the green belt yards and the small ratio of 14 homes on 48 lots in 
Phase I. He continued letting the Commission know that he had completed the 
pond and had purchased the underground water storage tanks. Mr. Volk 
requested that the Commission consider or approve the provisions within the 
documents and remove Condition #23 and replace it with Condition #25.  He 
commented that he and Wilkinson of the Big Bend Ranch were working on a 
temporary road until his development was finished. He said that they had a 
verbal agreement for the future road. Again, he recommended that the 
Commission approve Conditions 1-25 Less Condition 23.  In closing he 
thanked the Commission for their time. 
  
There was discussion amongst staff and the Commission on previous requests 
from the developer to the Planning Department and on how to proceed. Brian 
Clifton clearly stated that the developer did not bring the request to delete 
Condition #23 and add Condition #25 to the planning board.  They had gone 
through the entire planning board session and this issue had not come up.  



Alan Frohberg of Glacier Engineering approached the Commission on behalf 
of Mr. Volk stating that he felt Phase 2 was compliant and reminded them that 
they were just approving Phase 2.  He also stated he did not feel that the 
Planning Board should mandate any use of land, and that he did not feel that 
was legal. He reminded that Commission that Mr. Volk has acted in good faith 
by trying to work with the adjoining developer to build a future road and he 
needs capital prior to road construction since it is costly.  
Brian Clifton responded stating that the Planning Board does not mandate 
anything, and the developer chooses and demonstrates and presents to the 
Planning Board what they have chosen to do. He continued with reminding the 
Commission that the developer did not bring up these issues with the Planning 
Board.  
Commissioner Briggs reminded Mr. Clifton that his interpretation of access 
into a parcel of land is not his personal interpretation and that many 
subdivisions do not meet those criteria.  
 
Proponents:  Chairman Briggs called three times in which no one commented. 
Opponents:  Chairman Briggs called three times in which no one commented. 
Informational Witnesses:  No one came forward. 
Chairman Briggs closed the public hearing at 10:37 a.m.  
 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to Table the preliminary plat of 
Missouri River Big Bend II major subdivision. 
Motion carries 3-0 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM#4 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE THE FISCAL YEAR 2010 
COUNTY WATER SAFETY AGREEMENT   
 
Commissioner Salina made a MOTION to approve the Fiscal Year 2010 
County Water Safety Agreement. 
 
Captain Ray Hitchcock presented this item to the Commission stating that  
This is a reoccurring grant with Fish Wildlife & Parks to promote water safety 
and take care of equipment needs for the boats. He stated they were focusing 
on training the public to use personal floatation devices.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS OF BOARD AND 
ALLOWANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS THE 
COMMISSION HAS JURISDICTION, ON ITEMS NOT COVERED BY 
TODAY’S AGENDA.  
Chairman Briggs opened the meeting to public comment.  



Ron Gessaman approached the Commission and thanked Brian Hopkins for 
providing the results he requested concerning the city election.  He also 
commended the Commission for doing an exemplary job in dealing with the 
recent subdivision issue. He also requested that the meeting agenda be placed 
on the website, and also the advertisements for vacancies on boards. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
All meetings are held in the Commission Chambers at the Courthouse 
Annex. 
The next meeting will be a work session meeting that will be held on 
Wednesday July 8, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.  


