
 
CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING  

DECEMBER 9, 2008 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 
9:30 p.m. 

 
Notice: These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the 

Board of Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611 (2) (b) 
 
PRESENT:  
Commission- Chairman Lance Olson, Commissioner Joe Briggs and Peggy 
Beltrone.  Staff seated with Commission – Joe LaForest, Brian Hopkins, 
Brian Clifton, Rina Fontana Moore, Lisa McGilvra, and Marie Sickels.  
 
Many members of the public, media and other departments did not sign in.  
The list below reflects the entries on the sign in sheet (see attached sheet of 
sign ins). Elva Pilling, Ken Eklund, Gregory Muir, Ron Korb, Ronald L. 
Gessaman, Kate Z Gessaman, Denny Pilling, Clayton M. Braden, Milo 
Halverson, Joe Murphy, Dave Sutton, Rich Cornwell, Stacey Bird.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Olson called the meeting to order. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
OFFICIAL RESIGNATION OF BRANDT LIGHT COUNTY 
ATTORNEY AND FAIRWELL SPEECH:  
Brandt Light approached the Commission to give his formal resignation as 
Cascade County Attorney, due to his new position working with Steve Bullock, 
newly appointed Attorney General, which he will begin the first week of 
January. 
 
Mr. Light thanked the Commission for his 22 years of service 19 of them as a 
County Official. He stated they have been the best Commission Board he has 
worked with due to three factors he would like to mention. Firstly they have 
improved the County facilities to the benefit of the employees and Cascade 
County which have been great improvements. Secondly, due to the PPL protest 
they have taught leadership to cut budgets, prioritize and become better 
officers for the County. And lastly they have allowed the Elected Officials and 
Department Heads do their jobs without interference.  
 
Mr. Light also stated his satisfaction in his office with the help of others they 
have worked hard to build a team concept, and stated it is critical that the office 
continues to work this way. He stated his job has required him to work 
weekends and late hours, required him to be thick skinned, and has threatened 
him and his family at times. In his powerful position he believes that power 
equals justice. Mr. Light stated his great interest in who will replace him and 



can do the job. He recommended John Parker for his position and stated it 
needs to be decided quickly within his office, due to three upcoming homicide 
cases.  
 
Mr. Light assured the Commission that within the next three weeks he will 
work hard with whomever they appoint and that Helena is not too far away.  
In closing, he stated he was not saying Good Bye just See You Later. 
 
Commissioner Beltrone stated they took office together and that she has seen 
his work ethic and dedication over the years. She stated his attributes have 
added to the office with a significant change for the better. She let him know it 
was hard to take the news of him leaving but stated he deserved this 
opportunity and she was grateful for the years of service given. 
 
Commissioner Briggs concurred with Commissioner Beltrones comments and 
gave his personal congratulations. He also stated that his recommendation will 
weigh heavily on his decision although it is difficult to find someone to 
succeed him.  
 
Commissioner Olson agreed with both Commissioners and stated that he has 
learned a lot with respect and professionalism and thanked him for his service 
to Cascade County. 
 
READING OF THE WEEKLY CALENDAR:  Lisa McGilvra read the 
calendar, with some additions and corrections.  
 
APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
WARRANTS: Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve purchase 
orders and accounts payable warrants # 173871 through #174379 totaling 
$689,276.79 dated 11/21/08 through 11/26/08. Purchase orders and accounts 
payable warrants   #174380 through #174600 totaling $620,245.54 dated 
12/01/08 through 12/04/08. In addition, payroll checks #55979 through #56151 
were issued totaling $106,543.24 and direct deposits were made totaling 
$645,906.36 during the month of November. 
 Motion carries 3-0 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the consent agenda and 
minute and minute entries, and routine contracts as follows; 

 Resolution 08-99 outlining auditor duties in the Clerk 
and Recorders Office 

 Resolution 08-100 budget modification within Road 
Department after prepaid loans on road graders in 
the amount of $88,962 



 Resolution 08-101 budget appropriation within the 
Road Department to establish an equipment 
replacement fund in the amount of $88,962 

 Resolution 08-102 budget appropriation within the 
Sheriff’s office for a Justice Assistance grant in 
the amount of $11,488 

 Resolution 08-103 budget appropriation within the 
Commissioner’s office for the Bob Marshall Place 
RSID in the amount of $101,931 

 Resolution 08-104 budget appropriation within the 
Commissioner’s office for the creation of a wind 
development fund in the amount of $8,150 

 Resolution 08-105 budget appropriation within the 
Health Department in the amount of $2 

 Resolution 08-92A budget modification within 
Juvenile Crime Control to correct typing error 

 Letter of agreement with International Union of 
Operating Engineers regarding pension contributions 

 Letter of agreement with Public Employees Craft 
Council of Carpenters to correct an error in contract 
language  on page 7 of the current contract 

 Letter of agreement with Pacific Northwest Regional 
Council of Carpenters to correct a typographical 
error in the contract 

 Contract with Hessler Architects for an addition to 
the Weed and Mosquito building at the new county 
shops in the amount of $12,425 

Ronald L. Gessaman stated his wife’s name was spelled incorrectly in the 
minutes, (correction Gessaman). 

Motion carries 3-0 to approve consent agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1   PUBLIC HEARING 
MOTION TO APPROVE/ DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION OF INTENT 
08-107 TO REZONE A TRACT OF LAND IN THE SE ¼ OF SECTION 
1, TOWNSHIP 19 NORTH, RANGE 3 EAST, MARK 2 FROM A-2 
(AGRICULTURAL) TO R-1 (SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL) AND OS 
(OPEN SPACE USE) 
Chairman Olson opened the public hearing at 9:47 a.m. 
 
Joe LaForest gave the background from his staff report of this rezoning which 
can be found in the commission packet dated December 9. 2008.  



 
Joe Murphy of Big Sky Civil Engineering stated he was representing the 
applicants (David and Martha Boes), and would address any questions or 
comments. He also stated that they have been working with Cherry Creek 
Radio who is the adjoining property owners.  
 
Chairman Olson called for Proponents three times in which no one came 
forward. 
 
Chairman Olson called for Opponents: 
Ken Eklund from Clancy Montana stated he was in opposition until he has 
protection of the easement.  
 
Ron Korb of KMON radio stated he was opposed because the project would 
encroach on easements and he would like the situation settled. 
 
Commissioner Briggs commended the Planning Board on the open space 
element and had concerns why the easement issue has not been resolved. 
 
Brian Clifton stated that the zoning changes could occur first and the 
conditions would be approved during the final Plat process.  
 
There was further discussion concerning the easements, final conditions and 
road issues. 
 
Chairman Olson closed the public hearing at 10:25 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to adopt the  
Staff Report and recommends to the County Commission that approval of the 
Edgewater Estates, LLC proposal to re-zone parcel #2362300, in Section 1, 
Township 19 North, Range 3 East, P.P.M., Cascade County, Montana from 
“A-2” Agricultural Use to “R-1” Suburban Residential Use and “OS” Open 
Space Use to be conditioned upon final plat approval of the Edgewater 
Estates Subdivision. 
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE THE RESOLUTION 08-106  IN 
THE MATTER OF A BUDGET MODIFICATION WITHIN THE 
ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT TO TRANSFER $8,920 FOR PURCHASE 
OF A SECURITY MONITORING SYSTEM  
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve Resolution 08-106 in the 
matter of a budget modification within the Elections Department to transfer 
$8,920 for purchase of security monitoring system.  
 



Rina Fontana Moore presented this item stating that this security system was 
purchased to monitor ballots in the office until the end of an election and that 
$5,000 was reimbursed by the Secretary of State.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE THE SECOND READING OF 
LITTER CONTROL ORDINANCE 06-03B 
 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve and pass and adopt on 
this second and final reading, the proposed amendments to the Cascade County 
Litter Ordinance number 06-03A. 
 
Brian Hopkins gave the background of this item stating these amendments 
would help streamline prosecution efforts and to broaden the scope of the 
Ordinance to include littering on public property.  
 
Clayton M. Braden approached the Commission to mention his concerns on 
how the public entities should comply to clean up weeds and they should also 
be subject to the same penalties.  
 
Ronald L. Gessaman shared his concerns regarding section 2-A which states 
the power to inspect which was not clearly defined.  
 
Brian Hopkins assured him that most of the inspections are clearly seen in 
public view and other cases would require a search warrant for inspection. 
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE THE SECOND OF 
ORDINANCE 08-01 CREATING THE CASCADE COUNTY HEALTH 
DISTRICT 
After a lengthy discussion concerning this Ordinance the Commission decided 
to table this motion upon further review. There were concerns since they did 
not preview the Interlocal agreement, or have a clear understanding of the 
mills.  
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to table this ordinance 08-01 creating 
the Cascade County Health District. 
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS OF BOARD AND 
ALLOWANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS THE 
COMMISSION HAS JURISDICTION, ON ITEMS NOT COVERED BY 
TODAY’S AGENDA.  
Chairman Olson opened the meeting to public comment.  



  
Milo Halverson approached the Commission to inform them and the public 
about the option tax by presenting MCA 61-3-537 which he provided copies 
for the Commission (exhibit A). He continued to state that from 1995-1999 
every vehicle was double taxed in Montana and provided more documentation. 
He suggested that the Commission pay attention to the amendments to the 
MCA. He presented Chapter No. 349 and stated it did not show an amendment 
on the bottom.  He also pointed out a Resolution 96-80 which is also attached. 
Commissioner Briggs commented on how the Commission tries to track all the 
amendments.  Chairman Olson suggested Milo Halverson take this to the 
legislation.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
All meetings are held in the Commission Chambers at the Courthouse 
Annex. 
The next meeting will be a work session meeting that will be held on 
Wednesday December 17, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.  


