
 
CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING  

NOVEMBER 25, 2008 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 
9:30 p.m. 

 
Notice: These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the 

Board of Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611 (2) (b) 
 
PRESENT:  
Commission- Chairman Lance Olson, Commissioner Joe Briggs and Peggy 
Beltrone.  Staff seated with Commission – Jess Anderson, Brian Hopkins, 
Susan Conell, David Castle, Lisa McGilvra, and Marie Sickels.  
 
Many members of the public, media and other departments did not sign in.  
The list below reflects the entries on the sign in sheet (see attached sheet of 
sign ins). 
Fred W. Thiel, Rich Liber, Jack Castner, Sean Wagner, Steve Heppell, Dave 
Castle, Blue Cornelinson, Adam Koslen, Rich Glover, Stacy Bird, Linda 
Cargill, Mikie Baker-Hajek, Bob Rosipal, Jeff Ivers, Milo Halverson, 
Engelberto Ruiz Jr., Sgt. Van Dyuen, Sgt. Nevins, Shannon Leary, Sgt. John 
Stevens, Karen Matthews, Jesse Calender, Morgan A. Tonich, and Kathleen 
Guessaman.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Olson called the meeting to order. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
READING OF THE WEEKLY CALENDAR:  Lisa McGilvra read the 
calendar. 
APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
WARRANTS: 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve purchase orders and 
accounts payable warrants # 173527 through #173870 totaling $1,154,929.72 
dated 11/14/08 through 11/20/08. Purchase orders and accounts payable 
warrants   #173411 through #173526 totaling $208,479.43 dated 11/07/08. 
Motion carries 3-0 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the consent agenda and 
minute and minute entries, and routine contracts as follows; 

 Resolution 08-96 A authorizing the doubling of fines in the Belt 
School Zone 

 Resolution 08-97 Budget Modification within County Attorney’s 
Office for Project Safe Neighborhood to cover travel expenses in 
the amount of $2,000 



 Change order and certificate of substantial completion for the 
courthouse roof repair project 

 Lease agreement with Montana Expo Park for March 20th grant 
compliance training 

 Agreement with Preferred fencing for the Hardy Creek solid waste 
site fence in the amount of $$6,360. 

 Watercraft grant with Montana, Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the 
Cascade County Sheriff’s Office  

 Appointment of Marion V. Smith or Ann Marie Meade to the 
Great Falls Transit District to a 3 year term- This item was moved 
to the regular agenda for separate motion and vote. 

 
CITY-COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 

 MSU subaward #G197-09-W2236 for the Cascade Regional 
Nutritional and Physical Activity Project in the amount of $9,000. 

 Agreement with the Montana ExpoPark for the Vote n Vax flu shot 
clinic 

Motion carries 3-0 to approve consent agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 
MOTION TO APPROVE/ DISAPPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF 
MARION V. SMITH OR ANN MARIE MEADE TO THE GREAT 
FALLS TRANSIT DISTRICT TO A THREE YEAR TERM 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve Ann Marie Meade to the 
Great Falls Transit District to a three year term. 
 
Richard Lieber questioned the credentials of this appointment. Chairman 
assured him she was qualified to fill the position.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
Commissioner Beltrone announced as an applicant for this subdivision she 
would not participate by commenting or taking action.  
AGENDA ITEM #2 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE THE FINAL PLAT OF JOHN 
MICHAEL ACRES II MAJOR SUBDIVISION 
 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the conditionally approve 
the final Major Plat of the John Michael Acres II Major Subdivision. This 
proposed subdivision is located in the SE ¼ of Section 33, Township 21 North, 
Range 4 East, P.M.M., Cascade County, Montana and the accompanying 
Findings of Fact, subject to 16 conditions. 
 
Susan Conell presented this final plat stating she did provide a letter of 
acceptance from the City of Great Falls.  
 



Motion carries 2-0 Chairman Olson for, Commissioner Briggs for, and 
Commissioner Beltrone abstained. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 08-98 FOR A 
TAX BENEFIT FOR RUSSELL COUNTRY PROPERTIES, LLC 
 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve the Resolution 
approving the application of Russell Country Properties LLC for tax benefit for 
remodeling, reconstruction or expansion of buildings or structures.  
 
Brian Hopkins read the background, and Jess Anderson gave additional 
information.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE THE FIRST READING OF 
LITTER CONTROL ORDINANCE 06-03B 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to adopt the proposed amendments to 
Cascade County Litter Ordinance Number 06-03A. 
 
Brian Hopkins presented the amendments to this ordinance, stating that on July 
8, 2008, the Commission increased the authority of the Cascade County 
Community Decay Program Manager and also clarified that both renters and 
landowners be held liable for violations of the ordinance. These further 
amendments are appropriate to further streamline prosecution efforts and to 
broaden the scope of the ordinance to include littering on public property.   
 
Ron Gessaman requested the name of the current Cascade County Decay 
Program Manager, in which Jim Shillingburg name was stated.     
Motion carries 3-0 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE THE FIRST READING OF 
ORDINANCE 08-01 CREATING THE CASCADE COMMUNITY 
HEALTH DISTRICT  
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to adopt the first reading of the 
Ordinance authorizing creation of a multijurisdictional service district named 
the Cascade Community Health District.  
 
Mike Young gave a presentation on the creation of this health district stating 
that it would help many patients whom have nowhere to go.  
There was discussion on city patients served and county patients served and 
how much the city is contributing.  
Motion carries 3-0 



 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 
INFORMAL PRESENTATION FROM THE CASCADE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS OFFICE 
Sheriff Castle read a letter into the record (see exhibit “A”) and presented some 
figures for fiscal year 2008-2009 (see exhibit “B”).  In closing he stated he 
would leave it to the Board. Commissioner Briggs stated that they do 
understand the issues however there were problems in reconciling the numbers. 
He invited him to sit down after the meeting to discuss this. There was further 
discussion. Chairman Olson stated he concurred with Commissioner Briggs 
and it was agreed they would meet after this meeting to go over figures.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS OF BOARD AND 
ALLOWANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS THE 
COMMISSION HAS JURISDICTION, ON ITEMS NOT COVERED BY 
TODAY’S AGENDA.  
Chairman Olson opened the meeting to public comment.  
  
Kathleen Gessaman approached the Commission to invite them to a movie 
“Fighting Goliath: Texas Coal Wars” she provided them with a flyer. (see 
exhibit “C”). 
 
Clayton M. Braden approached the Commission with questions for Sheriff 
Castle concerning the number of full time officers he employs. Sheriff Castle 
stated that there were 40 when he came on in the 80’s and at this time he has 
around 32 even though Cascade County has the highest crime rate. There was 
further discussion. 
 
Richard Lieber made his comments concerning the schools going green and the 
importance of conservation, he also presented a letter to the Commission (see 
exhibit “D”) from the National Trust for Historic Preservation concerning 
failure to comply and obstruction of a national historic landmark. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
All meetings are held in the Commission Chambers at the Courthouse 
Annex. 
The next meeting will be a work session meeting that will be held on 
Wednesday December 3, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.  


