
 
CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING  

JUNE 24, 2008 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 
9:30 p.m. 

 
Notice: These minutes are paraphrased and reflect the proceedings of the Board of 

Commissioners. MCA 7-4-2611 (2) (b) 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Lance Olson, Commissioners Peggy Beltrone and Joe Briggs. 
Staff- Brian Hopkins, Brian Clifton, Jess Anderson, Tony Morrison, Luella Vogel, C.B 
Cornelinson, Dave Sutton,  Joe LaForest, Lisa Mcgilvra and Marie Sickels.  
Public – Clayton M. Braden, James L. Larson, John Palagi, Earl Salley, Kenny L. 
Jorgenson, Doug Wicks, Jim Stone, Korey Jorgensen, Jack Prothero, Julie Jorgensen, 
Tonya Jorgensen, Dan Kervoha, Hugh Braaten, Elizabeth Yaeger, Katelyn Houlihan, 
Olaf Stimac Jr., Mark Brandt, Brian Boland, Keith Allen, Ronald D. Cox, Steven T. 
Potts, Anna Taft, Bob Polich, R D Morgan, and media.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Lance Olson called the meeting to order. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
READING OF THE WEEKLY CALENDAR:  Lisa Mcgilvra read the calendar. 
Chairman Olson added a 1:00 p.m. meeting for all Commission with Public Defender 
Administration. 
 
APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
WARRANTS: 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve purchase orders and accounts 
payable warrants # 169135 through #169348 totaling $1,323,726.88 dated 6/13/2008 
through 6/19/2008.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the consent agenda and minute and 
minute entries, and routine contracts as follows; 

 Purchase and installation of window coverings for the c county shops 
with The Blind Guy in the amount of $1,079.  

 Contract addendum between Cascade County Regional Youth Service 
Center and Spectrum Medial for medical services for specialized 
Health Care Professionals and additional call out services at a rate of 
$72.00 per  

 Adoption of County Policy 008-102 Cell phone  
 Adoption of County Policy 008-103 Requiring an IRS form W-9 

Taxpayer Identification Number and certification from vendors   
 



 
CITY-COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
  Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Montana Nurses 

Association for fiscal year 08/09 wage rate scale    
 Contract with Medstrokes, Inc. for transcription of medial notes on a fee 

for service basis at a rate of $0.14 per line based on a 65-character 
Motion carries 3-0 to approve consent agenda. 

 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 
PUBLIC HEARING WITH A MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE 
PRELIMINARY PLAT APPROVAL OF THE HIGH PLAINS  
MAJOR SUBDI VISION 
  
Chairman Olson opened the public hearing at 9:39 a.m. 
Susan Conell gave the synopsis found in the action agenda report, she also noted that the 
Planning Staff stated that they feel that all the requirements had been met, subject to the 
22 conditions. 
 
Commissioner Beltrone questioned how long this property had been out of production. 
Brian Clifton stated it has not been farmed for 10 years.  
Commissioner Briggs stated his concerns about the relocation of the roads, and 
questioned the use of power poles.  
Susan Conell mentioned at this time there are no power poles but might be with future 
development.  
There was further discussion concerning a re- alignment of the road, approval from 
DNRC, and the other 4 criteria’s that were met in the growth policy.  
 
Chairman Olson called for proponents. 
Proponents: 
Dan Kenckza of Thomas, Dean & Hoskins, Inc.  
Mr. Kenckza, stated he is representing the Jorgensen’s in which they have brought this 
subdivision before the Planning Board twice and felt they have met all the criteria. He 
also stated the Planning Department required more than the application and stated they 
lacked in attendance. He stated it does conform to the growth policy and the land has 
been out of production for years. He requested that the Commission please approve this 
subdivision. 
 
Korey Jorgensen, the owner of the property stated he has had opposition for two reasons, 
one, this subdivision would interfere with farming and two, it is prime farmland. He 
stated the farm land was under the 25% and has a 100 foot buffer zone. He also stated he 
is not a farmer and never intended to farm and feels the best use for this land is a 
subdivision, and it would increase Cascade County’s tax base. He continued by stating he 
was dismayed to hear others speak against progress and growth, and he has met all the 



criteria. He ended by stating he plans to live on this subdivision and be a good neighbor 
to the existing land owners.  
 
Jack Prothero spoke in favor stating there was a need for moderate home sites and we 
need to support local counterparts.  
 
Chairman Olson called for Proponents three more times, in which no others came 
forward. 
 
Chairman Olson called for Opponents. 
Opponents 
Bob Polich stated he is a third time farmer whom resides on 251 Polish Road. He spoke 
in opposition stating there were too many houses for the Madison aquifer and they would 
have to dig wells with farm land on all sides. He referred to the Campbell Subdivision 
which is not being taken care of due to empty weeded lots, dead trees, and low 
maintenance.  
 
Steve Potts Attorney representing Carl and Anna Taft who farm land near the proposed 
subdivision. He stated that this was the first time he has heard that this prime Ag land was 
presented at fewer than 25%. He referred to the letter (included in the June 24, agenda 
packet) from TD&H as giving an estimate of 24.2%. He informed the Commission of the 
Taft’s request that the Commission comply with county policy. He continued by stating 
that the developer wants to do nothing else with the land and that no neighbors were in 
favor of this. He requested the Commission not approve this subdivision and reminded 
them of the Planning Board having a hard time making a decision.  
 
Chairman Olson called for opponents three more times, in which no others came forward. 
 
The public hearing was closed for public comment at 10:07 a.m. 
 
Chairman Olson had questioned if the developer could subdivide again, Susan Conell 
stated they would have to go through approval again. There was also further discussion 
concerning who enforces the subdivision regulations, covenants and maintenance. 
Chairman Olson asked Dave Sutton if the roads were acceptable, in which he stated they 
were.  
 
Commissioner Briggs thanked the Staff for the thorough report they presented.  
 
Commissioner Beltrone stated she was uncomfortable with approving this subdivision 
and understands the neighbors’ concerns. She could not vote for this today due to the 
Planning Boards recommendations.  
 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to conditionally deny the preliminary plat of 
the High Plains Major Subdivision located in Section 26, Township 20 North, Range 2 
East, P.M.M., Cascade County, Montana, and the accompanying Findings of Fact and 
Staff Report, subject to the applicant. (22 conditions)  



 
Motion defeated 1-2  
Commissioner Beltrone for, Chairman Olson against, Commissioner Briggs against. 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to conditionally approve the preliminary plat of 
the High Plains Major Subdivision located in Section 26, Township 20 North, Range 2 
East, P.M.M., Cascade County, Montana, and the accompanying Findings of Fact and 
Staff Report, subject to the applicant. (22 conditions)  
 
Motion carries 2-1  
Chairman Olson for, Commissioner Briggs for, Commissioner Beltrone against 
 
Chairman Olson closed the public hearing at 10:20 a.m. for High Plains Major 
Subdivision. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 
PUBLIC HEARING WITH A MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE 
RESOLUTION 08-60 REZONING OF PARCEL #5956100 IN SECTION 32, 
TOWNSHIP 20N, RANGE 2 EAST 
 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the Resolution of Intention to rezone 
parcel #5956100 located in Section 32, Township 20 North, Range 2 East, Cascade 
County, Montana, from “A-2” Agricultural District, to “R-1-A” Suburban Residential 
District. 
 
Brain Clifton gave a synopsis of this rezoning (included in agenda packet). He stated that 
this was approved before but the developer did not file it on time.  
 
Chairman Olson opened the public hearing at 10:20 a.m. 
Chairman Olson called for proponents three times, in which no one came forward. 
Chairman Olson called for opponents three times, in which no one came forward. 
Motion carries 3-0 
Chairman Olson public hearing closed at 10:24. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 
PUBLIC HEARING WITH A MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE 
PRELIMINARY PLAT OF ROLLING MEADOWS PHASE III MAJOR 
SUBDIVISION 
Chairman Olson opened the public hearing at 10:25 a.m. 
Brain Clifton gave a synopsis (included in agenda packet). 
 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve the preliminary plat of the Rolling 
Meadows Phase III Major Subdivision located in the SW 1/4 , Section 32, Township 20 
North, Range 2 East, P.M.M., Cascade County, Montana, and the accompanying 
Findings of Fact and Staff Report, subject to the applicant. (21 conditions)  
 
Chairman Olson called for proponents three times, in which no one came forward. 



Chairman Olson called for opponents three times, in which no one came forward. 
 
There was some discussion concerning the irrigation and cisterns, and a float system.  
Commissioner Beltrone commented on how appropriate this development was for Ulm, 
and how the County is striving for this type of development which she is in full support 
of.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
Chairman Olson closed the public hearing at 10:39 a.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE USAGE AGREEMENT WITH RIVERS 
EDGE TRAILS, INC. 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the Access and Use Agreement 
between Cascade County and Rivers Edge Trail Incorporated.  
 
Chairman Olson stated the County was pleased to be a part of this. 
Doug Wicks thanked the Commission. 
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE PRIVATIZATION OF THE SOLID 
WASTE PROGRAM.  
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve the Agreement for equipment 
purchase and for operation and service of solid waste container sites with Montana Waste 
Systems, Inc.  
 
Randy Hand presented this item stating that around a year ago he was asked to research 
this item with the possibility of looking at privatization of the solid waste program. Brian 
Hopkins also stated that the Teamsters Local #2 has voiced their opposition on 
privatization, and suggested that the County did not have the authority to privatize. 
Brian Hopkins stated that he spoke with MACO and they believe it was legal to proceed. 
Brian Hopkins previewed the contract with Montana Waste Systems and felt it was fair. 
It was mentioned that Dave Sutton was also involved in this process.  
 
Commissioner Briggs stated that he has been reviewing this for months and appreciates 
all the staffs’ effort.  
 
Commissioner Beltrone stated she has been opposed to privatization but feels the County 
has had good experience in entering into good contracts on privatization. She did not 
want to see fee increases for 8,000 people and realizes how increased costs can have 
impacts on tax payers which would be an overwhelming amount to bear in order to keep 
solid waste in house.  She also stated she realized that four county employees would be 
leaving but stated they will have first place in line of upcoming positions for which they 
were qualified.  
 



Chairman Olson stated this was not an easy decision or process and thanked all involved 
for the hard work. He also apologized for not contacting the landowners whom have sites 
on their land. He assured them that the County would continue to maintain the sites. 
 
There was some discussion on termination of ninety days 90 if not satisfied with the 
privatization.   
 
Jim Stone business representative for Teamsters Local #2 stated they were in negotiations 
and the County is in violation by making a premature decision. He also welcomed any 
conversations concerning this matter.  
 
Earl Salley President of the North Central Building Trades spoke in opposition and stated 
the Commission was in violation during the negotiation process.  
 
Olaf Stimac Jr. from the Central Labor Council also was in opposition of the 
privatization.  
Motion carries 3-0 
 
AGENDA ITEM#6 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE A REQUEST FROM THE GREAT 
FALLS COMMUNITY ICE FOUNDATION FOR INTEREST ONLY PAYMENTS 
THROUGH NOVEMBER 1, 2008 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to approve the request from the Great Falls 
Ice Foundation to make interest only payments in the amount of $500.00 from May 1, 
2008 until November 1, 2008. 
 
Randy Hand presented this item. 
Chairman Olson stated he was pleased to help them and felt they had a good relationship. 
Motion carries 3-0 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM #7 
PUBLIC PARTICIAPATION IN DECISIONS OF BOARD AND ALLOWANCE 
OF PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS THE COMMISSION HAS 
JURISDICTION 
Chairman Lance Olson welcomed public comment at this time. 
There was no public comment.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
All meetings are held in the Commission Chambers at the Courthouse Annex. 
Regular Commission meeting will be July 8, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. and work session will be 
held on July 2, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.  
 


