
CASCADE COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING  
FEBRUARY 26, 2008 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS 
COURTHOUSE ANNEX, ROOM 111 

9:30 a.m. 
PRESENT: Chairman Lance Olson, Commissioners Peggy Beltrone and Joe Briggs. 
Clayton M. Braden, Dewey Goering, Mark Leo, Steve Erwin, Blue Cornelision, Steve 
Bolstad, Brian K. Clifton, Brian Hopkins, Sheriff Castle, Susan Conell, Randy Hand, Jess 
Anderson, Rina Ft Moore, Marie Sickels, Jackie O’Fallon, and Media. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Lance Olson called the meeting to order. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
READING OF THE CALENDAR; Jackie O’Fallon read the calendar. 
 
APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
WARRANTS:  
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve purchase orders and accounts 
payable warrants #164703 through #164926 totaling $596.814.77 dates February 8, 2008 
through February 14, 2008. Also purchase orders and accounts payable warrants #164927 
through #165327 totaling $594,658.00 dated February 15, 2008 through February 21, 
2008. Motion carries 3-0 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to approve the consent agenda, minute, minute 
entries, and routine contracts as follows: 

• Resolution 08-13 Establishing Compensation for Election Judges, Election 
Chair Judges, and Judges Training 

• Resolution 08-14 Establishing Fees for services provided in holding an 
Election 

• Resolution 08-15 Internet Accessibility for data in the Clerk and Recorders 
Office 

• Resolution 08-16 Budget Modification for building insurance costs with the 
Sheriffs Department in the amount of $12,431 

• County Policy for notarizing of other parties signatures for all County 
Contracts 

• Hold harmless agreement with Holiday Village Mall and DUI Task Force for 
empty dinner party display 

• Department of Health and Human Services DPHHS Memorandum of 
Understanding with Cascade County RSVP for Vista Volunteer in the amount 
of $4,500 for period from 1/18/08 to 1/17/09 

• Wells Fargo Corporate Card request letter and credit card policy 
• Appointment of Nichole Jackson and Curtis W Campbell to Cascade County 

Regional Youth Services Center Advisory Board 



Chairman Lance Olson had questions concerning the liability for the County regarding 
the Hold Harmless Agreement.  Steve Bolstad stated he was still researching this matter. 
There were two corrections in the Consent agenda;  

1. Wells Fargo Corporate Card request letter and credit card policy was pulled as a 
separate agenda item,  

2.  Appointment of Nichole Jackson and Curtis W Campbell to Cascade County 
Regional Youth Services Center Advisory Board was changed from “or” to “add” 
which includes two appointments not just one.  

 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DIAPPROVE WELLS FARGO CORPORATE CARD 
REQUEST LETTER AND CREDIT CARD POLICY 
Randy Hand-Finance Director began by stating this has provided to all departments with 
a two week comment period and he has received some concerns and issues in which there 
have been some revisions. There was further discussion concerning the credit card policy.   
Chairman Olson stated he had concerns, suggestions, and questions from the Sheriffs 
Department wondering if this is not creating a new authority which is not allowing 
Department Heads and Elected Officials continuing to run their departments. 
Mr. Hand stated that credit cards are being obtained with no knowledge and no one listed 
on the card with several employees using the card.   
Chairman Olson stated he did not want to step on the toes of the Elected Officials. 
Sheriff Castle stated the idea is good, but he has concerns with another department taking 
disciplinary action with his employees in case of misuse of credit cards. He continued to 
state he has his own due process in his department on disciplining employees and uses 
credit cards in his Department, for several employees. 
Commissioner Briggs questioned why he would need to share credit cards? 
Sheriff Castle stated they are needed on an emergency basis for his deputies and reserve 
deputies that are sent out on missions and might need funds for an unknown period of 
time. He would have to have 150 individual cards issued instead of issuing one card to a 
team per mission.   
Chairman Olson stated that he would like to see flexibility in this policy to address these 
concerns and issues. 
Mr. Hand stated this policy is created to stop abuse of credit card use, and to be able to 
cancel a card if abuse is seen. 
Commissioner Beltrone stated there has been a lot of work put into this policy and that 
they should proceed with the policy but make emergency personnel exempt or table the 
whole policy.  She stated she did not foresee a resolution or solution at this time.    
Sheriff Castle agreed that they need to suffice for emergency situations and examine the 
issues for employees.  
Mr. Hand stated they would not eliminate the state gas cards, and some meals are against 
policy, He felt that the credit card policy is flexible, good and well written. 
Chairman Olson stated they should move forward and address other issues. 
Mr. Hand requested that any department having concerns or issues should consult the 
Finance Department.  
Sheriff Castle state he has concerns about sensitive issues.  



There was additional discussion on this matter then a motion was made. 
 
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to table the Wells Fargo Corporate Card 
request and credit card policy.   
Motion carried 2- 1 Chairman Olson and Commissioner Beltrone for and Commissioner 
Briggs against 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE FINAL PLAT OF THE RANCHES AT 
BELT CREEK SUBDIVISION PHASE  
Commissioner Beltrone made a MOTION to conditionally approve the Final Subdivision 
Plat of the Ranches at Belt Creek Subdivision, Phase 1, located in Sections 12 and 13, 
Township 18 North, Range 6 East and Sections 7, 18, and 19, Township 18 North, Range 
7 East, P.M.M. Cascade County, Montana and the accompanying findings of fact and all 
25 conditions subject to the applicant. 
 
Susan Conell gave a synopsis of this Plat. There were no comments or questions. 
Motion carries 3-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE RESOLUTION 08-17 POLICY FOR 
DISTRIBUTION OF RELEASED TAX PROTEST FUNDS  
 
Commissioner Joe Briggs made a MOTION to adopt Resolution 08-17. 
 
Commissioner Briggs stated there are tax protest funds for one time expenditure and this 
Resolution will formalize a policy for awarding one time grants to county departments. 
 
There was further discussion concerning this issue and possible upcoming settlements in 
the future.   
Motion carries 3-0. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Clayton M. Braden approached the Commission and thanked them for all their hard 
work. He also thanked Marie Sickels for the information he requested. In addition he had 
stated he felt the additional tax monies should go back to the taxpayers. He was clarified 
that when the taxes were protested the taxpayer did not pay additional taxes, the County 
Departments took cuts instead.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m. 
 


