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6432 43rd St. SW

Great Falls, MT Y 7
(Mailing: POB 1408, Great Falls, MT 59403-1408)

November 16, 2016

Cascade Co. Zoning Board of Adjustment
Cascade County Planning Office

121 4th St. N

Great Falls, MT 59401

Subject: Support for Unclassified Use Permits for Solar Power Plants

As a 22-yr homeowner in Cascade County, I enthusiastically support the
proposed Fox Solar Farm and the proposed Portage Solar Farm. Because my
rooftop is not suitable for solar panels, I have been enrolled in Northwest
Energy’s E+ Green Product program for over five years and willingly pay a
surcharge on my monthly electric bill. Therefore, I feel the addition of small
scale solar power plants to Northwest Energy’s portfolio would further
diversify renewable clean energy sources in Cascade County and benefit the
local community both economically and strategically.

Further de-centralization of Montana’s power production facilities reduces
their attractiveness as targets for domestic terrorists. Local solar farms could
also be more easily configured to provide alternative power in the event of a
grid failure due to a terrorist attack or the very real possibility of a solar
storm producing an electromagnetic pulse (EMP) that NASA says could cause
widespread and prolonged power outages.

The supposed visual impacts of these proposed solar plants seem to be
based on misrepresentations of the actual structures and exaggeration of the
potential for glare to be seen from surrounding residences. I am likewise
skeptical of the staggering property devaluation claims. If these claims were
legitimate and supportable by empirical data, I would expect the affected
property owners to request adjustment of their taxable property values and
appropriate reduction of their tax liability. Regardless, those of us living
more modestly might ask why someone who is able to afford property with
such an expansive view of their surroundings should also then have veto
power over proposed development across their viewable landscape. This
becomes a more pressing question of social justice when the proposed
development would have such obvious benefits to the county at large.



Finally, the urgent need to transition to clean, renewable energy cannot be
overstated. Montana is already experiencing the impact of a warming climate
on our agriculture, forest health and tourism. We need to take advantage of
our untapped potential to replace fossil fuel-based power production with
wind and solar alternatives. Critics who claim that small scale solar power
plants are receiving unfair subsidies in the form of favorable rate structures
are conveniently ignoring the externalized societal cost of fossil fuel plants.
One need look no further than the contamination of ground water resources
and multi-million dollar cleanup costs of the Colstrip ash disposal ponds to
see some of those hidden costs. Of course, accounting for the cost to human
health from Colstrip’s massive stack emissions is also routinely avoided by
critics of renewable energy.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Unclassified Use

Permits. I am hopeful that you will properly balance the legitimate trade-offs
and approve the permits.

Respectfully,

Michael Enk
H53- (834
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